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Me bo 1 Leong that ye bat 19 rife up car 
bly, andſo late take reſt, and eat the bread 
| Þ of carefulneſs: for ſo he giveth his beloved 
 Þ /cep, Plal. 127. 3. 
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PREFACE 


SH E defi re of happineſs is fo coeſſen- 


tial with our nature, ſo inter 
woven and incorporate with it ; 
that nothing but the diſſolution 
if the whole framz car extinguiſh it.T his runs 
[thro the whole race of mankind, and amidſt 
Ithe 7nfinit variety of other inclinations, Pre- | 
{ſerves ſelf entire. The moſt various contrad= 
itory tempers do yet confpire in this,and men 
of themoſt unequal m_ are yet equal in 
their wiſhes of” bein happy. 

But this concurrence, as to the end, is not 
[more univerſal than the 6 iFagreement about 
the way. Every man would have happineſs 
but wherein that conſiſts, or how it is to b at 
tain'd has bin very diverſly opin'd. Indeed 
#the ulti mate ſupreme happinefs as if IS Orte 
einally inherent in God, /o it is warpt up 18 
thofe clouds and darkne(s, as the P(almift 

[[aies, are round about him, Pal, is, 11. And 
' |#e can ſee nothing A but in thole Sleams 
9.4 
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ard raies he is pleas'd todart out upoa 1% 
fo that all our eſtimates, to our final felicity. 
mt Jl be meſure*d by thoſe revelations he baily, 
2244C of... it. 
Put ane maid think our temporal bail 
Fic ef; were 2s much.a myſtery as osr eternal, to| 'S 
fee what wariety of blind purſuits are mane} Ir, 
after it: One man thinks tis ſeated on the i 
Zap. pinnacle of honor, and climbs till perhaps}, 
ce als head-long. Another thinks it a min 
eral, that miſt, be dic"d out of the earth, and}; 
zoils to lade himſelf with thick clay, Hab, hs 
2. 6., and at laſt finas a 


grave, where bel bs 
* / gags his treſ re. A third ſuppoſes tt COM Neol 
{ff inthe wariety of pleſures,and mearies hin), ln 
{elf in that purſuit, which only cloies, and) F 
diſappoints. Tet every one of theſe can really, 
you leffures of the. groſs miſtake and folly 4 
ef the other , whilſt himſelf 1s equally ae: 

luded. + 
Thus do men chaſe an imaginary good, ll 

they meet with real evils, herein expoſing. 3 
remfelwes to the ſame cheat Laban put upon, th 
Tacob, - they ſerve for Rachel, and are re- gy. 
warded with Leah, court j faced beattty, aud |, 
 wnarry drath'd deformity. Suchdeluſiut in 
felicities gs theſe are the largeſſes of the ; 
Prize of the Air , who Ore vie £01R 
: ane ; 
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Te enuricled even Chriit him{elf, Dar, 4. 
But Gods propoſals are more ſuncere: be 
Knows how [andy, who falſe a foundation all 
ro liheſe external thi nos muſt make, aud there- 
PPE Tore warns us not to build {o mich 25 OY: 
le reſent {atis faction upon them, but (pews: Fg 
s- 16 0Ye cert ain, a more COMmpena? IS way #70 
rhe Fs Hire what we 2af, F after, ” telitng #5 tha a5" 


aps | 4s Godlinefs, in reſpect of the. ne xt, > (p Conv 


Pe 
icityl 
Jad, 


umn entment for this world, is great gain, Ti.. 
7: 6. 6. It rs indeed the unum.neceilarium, be 
ab, 


he one p21at in which all the lines of worldly na 

'J Ipine/s are concentred, £9 to complete its ex>- | 
4 Meellerce, tis to be bird 1A at how?” 2. r; indeeg=. 1 
"Joly thereWe need not ramble in wild prrſuils- 3 
Wetter it,we may form itwithiz 047 0978 Eo 
r vo man wants materials for” it, that knows: 

: J but how 70 Pr tem together. 

4 | And the diretins to thatsKill is the only: 
Fl aſia of the enſuing 7 rat, which coming rp 
4 0 fb kind an errand, may at leaſt hope for 
"| t unprejudic a | receprion. Contentment is 4: 
"bins we all profe EF to aſpire to, and therefore 
. tranno! be thought an unfriendly office to en 

4 Wdeavor to conduZt men to it, How far the enſus 
a ing conſt; merations may.tena to that ead,Tmit ſe:* : 
he ave to the judgment, and experience of the 
iv, [Reader, only deſiring him that he will wei: gh 


920) 
Fr. l 


The-Preface. 

them with that ſeriouſneſs which befits 4 
thing wherein both his happineſs and duty 
are ccncern'd; for im this ( as in many other 
inſt ances ). God has ſo twiſted them together. 
. that we cannot be innocently miſerable. The' 
preſent infelicities of 9#r murmurs and impe- 
trencies, have an appendant guilt, which will 


conſign . us to a more irreverfible {ate of 
diſſatisfaition hereafter. 
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Of then neceſſary Connexion between Haps ' 
pineſs and Contentment. 


Od, who is effentially happy in himſelf, 
can receive no acceffion to his felicity by 
the poor contributions of men; He can» 
not therefore be ſuppos'd ro have niade 
them upon intuition of increaſing, bue 

| communicating his happineſs. And this 

| lis original deſign is very vifble i all the parts of his 

Fcohomy towards them. When lapſed man had counter- 

plotted againſt himſelf, defeated the purpoſe of the Di- 

vine goodneſs, and plunged his whole nature into the op« 

polite ſtare of endleſs miſery; he yet reinforced his firſt 
| deſign, and by an expedient as full of wonder as mercy, 

*[*the dearh of his Son, recovers himto his former capacity of 

bliſs. An4 thar it might not only b> a bare capacity, he 
has added all other methods proper to work upon a ratio- 

| mal Creature, He has ſhewed him his danger, ſer before 
| him im perſpettive that eternal Tophetr,. which he 1s ad- 
' vis'd to ſhun, On the other fide he has- no. lefs lively de- 
72 A4 {crib'd 
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** The Art of Contentment. 


ſtrib'd the heavenly Feruſalem, the celeſtia} Countyy to |'p 
which he 1s to-aſpir2 : nay farcher has levelled hi3 roxd ro | | 
it, leads him nor as he did the I1ſraelztes through the WY. ] a 
derneſ:,throu3t intricate mazes to puzzle his underſtand, | MN 
ing ; through a Land of drought-wherein were fiery Serpents and | 
Scorpions, Dear. 8, 15. to diſcourag? and affrizhe him, but 3 'r 
has 1m the Goſpel chalkt out a plam, a fate,nay a pleaſant I 
Fath ; as much ſuperior both m the eaſe of the way,andin | t 
the end to which it leads, as H=aven 3s to Canin, 

2, By dbing this,he has nor only ſecured our grand and 
wtimare happinzts,but provide for our intermedi21 alfo, 
Thofe Chriſtizn dutizs which are to carry us te heaven, 
are-our-refreſhm-nr, our viaticum m.our journy ; his yoke 
is not to gall and fret us, but an engine by which we” may 
with eaſe ( and almoſt inſeniibly).draw all the clogs and |- 
incumbrances of human life, For whecher we take Chriſti. 

. anity inits whole complex, or th 1ts ſeveral and diftint | ' 
drancies, ris certainly the nioit excellent, the moſt com- | 
pendious art of happy living : its very tasks are rewards, 

- and irs precepts are nothing but a divine ſort of Alchimy, 
to fublime at once our Nature and our Pleaſures. | 

3, This may be evidenced in every particular of the, 
Evangelical Law : but having formerly made ſome at- 
tempt cowarils it in another * traCt,I ſha!l not | : 
here reaffame the whole ſubject. I ſhall only * Decay of 
fingle out one particular precept, wherein Cchrift:an pi- 
happineſs is not ( as the others) only impli- ery. | 
ed, and- muft be carcht at the rebounq by 
eonſequznce and event ; butis literally expreſt , and is the 
very matter of the Juty; I mean theprecept of acquieſcence 
and Ccortentment; .Happineſs and rhis true genune Cor- 
tenrment, being terms 10 convertible, that to bi4 usb2 ! 
conrent, is but another Phraſe for bidding us bz happy. 

_ »4. Temporal enjoyments, ſuch as are pleaſure, wea!th, - j» 
honor, and the reft, rthp rhey make ſpecious pretznces to Þe: * 
the m<ſvre of human happineſs, ar= a!! of chem july dif- 
carded by the Philoſopher 1n his Ethicks, upon this one 
confid-rarion, thar coming from abroad they may be with- 
held or taken from us : and-our tenure being Precarious , 
we,zven for thar reaſon, are uthappy in qur mot deſu 
| BW oo pofſeth- 
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'pafi=sfons, becauſe we ftill are liable ro be 16; Ant there: 
fore he concludes, thar feliciry muit'be placed fu the mint . 
and ſou!, which ftands without the reach of fortune ; and 
n the practice of verrtue, which Mm airs own narure, and nor 
in its contingent uſe 1s truly good, and theretore cerrainly | 
renders the poſſefſors fuch.  _- -* DR 
«. But this practice being diffuſed thro the whole ex. - 
tevt of Moral duty, Epidetus rhought he had deſerved well 
'of haman narure, when he drew it up4n two ſhortiwords, . 
ro ſuſtain and al;ſtain -that is to bear with conſtancy alverſe 
-events, and wirh motleration enjoy thofe that are profpe- - 


-rous: which complexure of Philoſophy 13 yet more faily, 


-as well as more compentiouſly expreft m'the sinsle notion 


' of Contentment : whichinvolves the patient bearms of all 


miſadyentures , and generous content of fenſyal illectives. . 
[Thisftate of mind the Greeks exprets by cating ir wvrgr- 
x-#& or ſelf-futticieacy, which , we know , properly - 
\ſpeaking, is one of the incommumieable attrivures of the 


. divine nature and the Stoicks expreſly pretend, thar byir 


-mor-2l men are enabled to rival ther Gods ; in Sencca's 
Phraſc, to make a controverſy with Fupiter himſelf, But 4«- - _ 
bating the inſolent blaſphemy ofan independent falicity, . 
Chriſtianity acknowledges a material trarh 1n the afforrs. - 
on : and S, Par! declares of himfelf, that having learnt bow. + 
to-want ind how to abound, and in whar ever ſtate he happensto be 
in, therew;t» tobe content : be is able to do all things thro Chriſt + 
that trengthens him, Pile 4. 11. 12,13. ard having nothing, ]. 
70. poſſeſs all things, 2 Cor. 6. 19. | 
6, Which great event comes-about, not only bzcauſe al: 
”o_ thinzs are emineatly mth dine vature,and he who - 
y Verrue and Relzgion-potteflzs him, thereby in afull e. . 
. quivalence has every thinz ; but alto upon haman m<fares, -. 


.and ptinciples of Philoſophy : the compendiqus a«drefs 


to wealth, as Platorightly obſerv'd,' being nor to er.cr-afe 
poſſeffions, bur leflen deſires. And if fo, til follew thae - 
the contented man mu be abundanely provided for, b- 
Ing fo entire:y fatished with what he Fa3,as to Lave nods. 
'Sires at ay, Ind>ed tis traly ſaid of coverons mi2n, ' 3nd i3 
equaily verified of all who have any levirato-gratify, thic 


"they. want. no leſs whar they tave, then what they have * 
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4 The Art of Contentment. 


Rot : but the reverſe of that Paradox is really made 200d 


by Contentment, which beſtows on men the enjoym=nt of | 


- Whatever they have, and alſo whatever they have not;acd 
y teaching to want nothing , abundantly ſecures not to 
want happineſs, 


7. On the other $1de this one grace being abſent, it is 


not 1n the power of any ſucceſs or affluence to make life a * 


tolerable thing. Let all the materials of earthly happi- 
pineſs be amaft together and flung upon one inan, they 
wilt, without contentment,be but like the faral prize of Tar- 
peia's treaſon , who was preſt to death with the weight of 
her booty. He thar has the elements of felicity,and yet can- 
not form them into a ſarisfa&tion, is more deſperately mi- 
ſerable than he that wants them : for he who wants them 
has yet ſomthing to hope for, and thinks if he had them 
- | he might be happy ; bur he who insignificantly poſlefles 
them, has no reſerve, has not ſo much as the Flattery of an 
expettation 5 for he has nothing left ro desire, and yet can 
be as little ſaid to enjoy. 
. 8. Hetherefore that would have the extra, the quinr- 
eflence of happineſs, muſt ſeek it in Content. All outward 
acceſſons are but the droſs and earthly part : this alone 1s 
the ſpirit,which when t1s once ſeparated, depends nor up- 
on the fate of the other ; but preſerves its vigor when that 


15 deſtroy'd. St. Paul,whom I before mentioned,is a ready. 


inſtance of it, who profefſ=s to be content in what ever flate ; 
Contentmene being not ſo inſeparately link'd to erernal 
things, bur that they may ſubsift apart, That tholſe are 
often without it we ar? too ſure, and thar it may be with- 
. out them 15 as certainly true ; tho by our own default we 
have not ſo ny examples of it. A-heart thar rightly 
computes the difference between temporals and eternals, 
may reſolve with the Prophet,a/tho the fg-tree ſhall not bloſſem, 
neither ſhall fruit be in the vines, the labor of the olrve ſhall fail, 
and the fields ſhall yield no meat; the flocks ſhall be cut from the 
Fold, and there ſhall be no h2rds in the ſtall ; yet I will rejoyce in 
the.Lord, 1 will joy in the God of my Salvation, Hab. 3. 17, 18, 


. ,* He that has God need not much deplore the want of any 


thing elſe : nor can he that considers the plenty and glo- 
ry of his fature ftate , be much dejeted with the want, or 


 avj2Aneſs of his preſent, 9, YEt- 
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g. Yet fo indulgent 1s God to our infirmities , that 
tof | knowing how unapt our impatient natures are to wal4*on- 
acd | ly by faith, aud nor at all by fight, 2 Cor. 5. 7* heis pleas'd 
tto | to giveus fair antepaſts of ſatisfattion here, diſpenſes his 
|] temporal bleffings tho not equally, yer ſo univerfally,that 
tis | he that has leaſt, has enough, to-oblizenct enly his acqui- 


fe a T eſcence, but his thaukfulneſs. Tho every man has nor all 
Pl- | | he wiſhes, yet he has that which 1s more valuable than 
ey | that he complains ro-want ; nay which he himſelf could 
ar- | worſe ſpare-were 1t put to his option. 

of | 10. And now from ſuch a diſpoſure of things who 


in. would not expett chat mankind ſhoald' be the cheartaileſt 
MM | part of the cr2a710n : that the ſua ſhould not more rejoyce 70 
Mm | run hiscourſe. 19.5. than man ſhoald to finiſh his : that a 
mM | TJourny which has ſo blefſed anend, and ſuch good accom-- 


es | modation by th? way, ſhould be paſt with all imazirable 
In | alacrity, and that we ſhould live here pratticers and lear- 
i | nersof the ſtar? vf unmix'd intermicable joys to which we: 
| aſpire? But alas, if we look upon the univerſity of 
if m2n , we ſhall fin1 ir nothing to; But while &!l 0- 
(0 ther creatur?s 2'adſom!y follow the- order of their 
IS creation , take p:eafure in ithoſe things God has af- 
2 ften'd for them , we , with a'fullen perverſne(s,. quar-- 
it rel atwhat we ſhould enjoy,. and in every thing make- 
y- it our bufineſs, not to fit it for our uſe ,, bat to find eur: 
3 | ſome conceled quality which m1y renderit unfit, We laok 
q intidiouſly upon our bleſſings, ike men that defign'd.only” 
e to pick a quarrel, and ſtart a pretence for mutinmg, From: 
- hence it- 18 that many, who was defign'd the Lord of the 
: world,: to: whofe fatisfattion all inferior bemzs were to- 
7 contribute, is now the unhappuzlt of the creatures : nay, 2s” 


; if the whole order of the univerſe were inverted, he be-- 
, | Comes ſhvetohis own vafſals, courts all the(= little ſablu-- 
of nary things. with ſuch patſhon, that iF they prove &o7 and 
fly his embraces, he 1s mad an4 deſperate :- if they fling - 
themſelves into his' Arms, he 1s then gJurred and fariafed ;- © 

like Amnon he hates more than bs loved , 2 Sim. 13. 18. and; -] 

1s ſicker of his pofl=thon, than he was of his defire,. © * 

11, An thus will it ever Þ2 till we can keepour defires* 
moreat home,. aad not ſuffer:them to, ramble after- rthmo$-* 
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6 The Art of Cantentment. 
withour reach, Thar honeſt Roman, who from his extraor- 
- dinary — upen Jus Jittle-ſpor of ground recelved 
ſuch an increaſe as brought him urder futp:cion of witch. | | 
eraft, isa good example for us. God has placed none of | ar 
| 
| 


us m fo barren a ſoil, info forlorn a ftate, bur there 1s © IÞ of 
ſomthing in it which may afford us comfort ; lerus hus- . If px 


Þand that to the utmoſt, and tis ſcarce imagirable what: oÞ. 1s 


improvement, evcn he that appears the moit miſerable. | | 
may make of his conflition., Bat if in a ſuilzn humor we ſc 
will not cultivat? our own field, becauie we have. perhaps |. þ, 
more mind ro- our- nelghbors, we may thank our telves if | fe 
we ſtarve. The deſpiiing of what Ged has airgfy. given, | al 
us, 1s ſure bur cold invitation to farther bounty; Men are- | ad 
inaeed forced ſomrimes to reward the mutinous : but Gad' | { 
is not to beſo attaqued,nor 15 it that ſort of violence which | s: 
can ever force heaven. The Hzathen could tay rhar Jupi- {c 
rer ſent his p!aguzs among the poorer ſort of men, bz. q 
cauſe they were always r2pining : and indeed rhere is ſo Þþ is 
much of truth in the obſervation, tha: our 1unpatience and et 
e11{content at our preſent cendition, 1s the greater provo- | FE 
cation to God to make 1t worſe. | #7 
11, It muſt therefore be reſolv'd to be very contrary tg 
our intereſt, and-ſurely tis no leſs to our daty. Ir is if | d 
we do but own our ſelves men,for in.thatis impi1'd a fue. In 
ordination aud ſabmiſtion to rhar power which made us } 
fo; and todiſpute his managery of the world, ro make | r 
ether diftriÞntions of it then he has donz, 15 to r:nounce | e 
our ſabjettion, and ſet up for: dominion. Bit this1s yet | a 
more intolerable as we are Chritians, it being a ſpecial , || f 
part of the Evangelical diſcipline, cherefully ro conform |} r 
10 any condition : to 4new how to be abaſed and how to abound, 't 
zo be full and to be hungry, Phil. 4. 12. 0 be careful fer nothing, | 7 
ver. 6, Nay ſo little do's Chrift give countenance to our {|} t 
, p=eviſh diſcontents, our wanton out-cries when weare not Ml i 
Fare , that he r2quires more then a contentment,. an exal- { 
rancy and tranſport of [oy under the heavieſt preſſures, : 
under reproches and perſecutions. Rejoyce ye in that day, and | 
- leap fer joy, Luk. 6, 23. And fare nothing can be mor®. _ 1 
- Contrary to this,then to be always whining and comp!'ain- 


| . Ing, crying in the Prophets phraſe, myleanne/s, my leanneſs, 
NI | Bo 
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gy #5 me, 112, 24. 16, when perhaps Moſes's Simile do's bet- 
| ter fic our ſtate, Feſurun waxed fat and kched;Deut. 32.15, 

| 12. An15s this querulous humour is againſt our intereſt 

f. | and duty, fois it vinbly againſt our cate, Tis a Sickneſs 

of the mind, a perpetual gnawing and craving of the Ap- 

= - If petite without any poſſibi'ity of ſatisfaCtion : and indeed 

*fÞ- 8. the ſame in the heart which the Caninus appet.tus 18 IN the 

ſtomach , ro which we may aptly enough apply that de- 

ſcr17ption we find in the Prophet, he fall fn:tch on the right 

. hand and be hungry, and he ſhall eat cn the left,\and not be ſatrs- 


abounds, nothing converts into nourtſhment : every new 

acceſſion do's but excite fome new defire : and as *tis ob- 

| ferv'd of a tr:ncher-fed dog, thar taſtsnor one bit forthe 

| grzedy expectition of the next ; ſo a diſcontented mind 1s 

| {0 int2nt upon his purſuits, rhar he has no reliſh of his ac- 
b 


Eo” 4 on al and, ML 


queſts. So that what the Propher ſpeaks of the Coverous, 
is equal'y appliable to all other forts of Male-contents : be 
enlarges bis dejire as hill, and js as death, and cannct be futisfied, 
i Hah. 2. 5. And ſure if the defire accompliſhed be, as Solomon 
ſays. {rect tothe ſeul, Prov. 13. 9. It mult be exceedins] 
bitrer, to be thus condemned to endleſs unaccompliſhable 
deiires:; and y=t this 15 the torture which every repinng 
| uncontented ſpirit provid?s for ts ſelf. | 


1 even their eaſe too for company ? One would- think this 
1] age were ſenſual enough to be at defiance with the leat 
4 ſhadow of uneasinefſs, Ir is fo I am (ure where it ought 
!f not, every thiug 1s laborious when t1s 1n compliance with 
! their duty - a few minutes ſpent in prayer, 0h what a wearj- 
{ neſs is it | Mal, 2. 13, If they chance but to miſs a meal, 
| they are ready to cry out, their &nee3 are weak through faſt- 
b- ing, PA. 109. 23. yet they c2n, without regret ,. or any 
ſsf.compaſſion, macerate and cruciate themſelves with 
anxious cares and vexations, and, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks, 

t Tim. 6. 10. fierce themſelves thro with mtny ſorrows. © That 

. Propoſal therefore which was very raſhly razde by St. P e- 
ter to our Saviour, Maſter pity thy ſelf, Mat. 15. 22, which 


, 


One. 


werender be jt far fren thee, would here be an advifed mo- 
; | £308 
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SECT. L Tres Connexien with Happineſs. 7. 


| fed, Efay. 9. 259. Where this ſharp,.. this fretting humour © 


13. What a madneſs is. it then for men to be ſo deſpe-- 
rtly ben: againft their w2ereſt and duty , as to renounce 
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tion to the generality of mankind , who are commonly 


made; unhapps znot by any thing without chem, bur by. 


thoſe reſtleſs 1impatiencies that are within them. 
15- It may therefore be a ſeaſoneble office to endeyor 
the appealing theſe ſtorms,vy recalling t1em tothofeſober, 


rational confiderations, which may ſhew as well the folly- 


as uneafineſs of this repining unſatisfiable humor. Tis 
certain that in true reaſoning, we can hind nothing where. 
on to found it, but a great deal ro enforce the contrary, 
Indeed tis-ſo much againft the dittate of reaſonable nature 
ro affect damage, Sin and torment, that were there nothing 
elſe to be ſaid but what I have already mention'd, it might 
compztently diſcover the greatunreaſonablenels of this Sin, 

16, But we need not cunfin? our appeal to reaſon, as it: 
is only a Judg of uriliry aud adyantage ; but enlarge it to 
another notion, as 1t is Judg ofequity and right ; in-which 
reſpet alſo it gives as clear and peremptory a ſenrence 
- againſt all murmuring impatience. To evince this I ſhall 
infi(t upon theſe particulars. 1. that God is debtor to nv 
man, and therefore what ever he affords to any, it is upen 
bounty, not of right , a benevolence,nora due. 2. That 
this bounty 1s not ſtreight or narrow, confin'd to ſome few 


particular-perſons, and wholly overskipping the reft, but 


more or leſs univerſally diffuſed to all. So that he who has. 
the leaſt, cannot juſtly ſay but he has bin liberally dealt 
with. 3. Thar if we compare our bleſſings with our al-- 
lays, our good things with onr evil, we ſha!] find our good 
far ſurmounting, 4. That we ſhall find them yer more ſo, 
if we compare them with the :2o0od we have done ; as on 
the contrary we ſhall find our afflitions ſcarce diſcernable 
if balanced with our Sins. 5.. That as God is ReQor of 
the univerſe , ſo it appertains to him to make ſuch alot- 
ments, ſuch diſtributions, as may beſt preſerve the ſtate of 
the os 6. Lon a ae penn ing _ its 
care,kas alſo 3 jar aſpect on ever rticular perſon; 
and diſpoſes o bi what he diſcerns beſtfor kin in ſpe- 
cial. 7, If we compare our adverſitizs'with thoſe of other 
men, we ſhall alwates find ſomthing that equals,if not ex-. 
ceeds our own, All theſe are certain 1rrefragable truths, 
and there is none of them fingle but may, if: well preit up- 
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on the mind, charm ir into a calmneſs and refignarion; but 
when there 1s ſuch a conſpiration of arguments, it muſt he 
a very obſtinate perverſnefs that can refift them: or ſhould 


"they fail ro enforce a full convidttion , will yer introduce 


thoſe ſubſidiary proofs, which TI have to alledg, ſo advan- 
tageouſly,as will,being putall together,amount unto perfect 
and uncontroulableEvidence. 8 


TEE X- 35 
Of God"s Abſolute Sovereignty. 


I. H E firſt propofition, that God is debtor to no 
man, 15 too clear-and apparent to require much 
of 1!luſtration - for as he 1s a free agent and 

may a& as he pleaſes , fo he 1s the ſole proprietary and 

can wronefully detain from none, becauſe all original right 

38 in himſelf. This has bin ſo much acknowledged by the 

blindeſt Heathens, that none of them durſt make infolent 

addreſſes to their Gods, challenge any thing of them as of 
debt, bur by ſacrifices and prayers own'd therr depen- 
dance and wants, and 1mplor'd ſupplies. And ſure Chti- 
ftianity reaches us not to be more {awcy. If thoſe Deities 
who ow'd their very being to their votaries, were yet ac- 
knowleged to be the ſpring and ſource of all, we can with 
no prerence deny it to thar ſupreme power in whom we true 
move, and have cur heing, As 17. 28. For if it were merely 
an a& of his choice to give usa being, all his ſubſequent 
bounties can Have no other original than; his own good ple- 
ſure, We could put no obligation upon God before we 
were; and when we began to be , we were his Creatures, . 
and ſo by the moſt indiſputable right owe our ſelves to 
him, but can have no antecedent title on which to claim 
any thing from him : ſo that the Apoſtle might well make 
the challenge which he doth on Gods behalf, 1/þo hath gi- 
ven any thing unto him, and it ſhall he recompenc'd to himagain? 

Rom. 11. 35. t 

2. Now ordinary diſcretion teaches us not to be tos * - 
bold in our expeQtation from one ro whom we can plea d wo | 

Cy. right, _ 
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. Tight, Ic has as hirtle of prad=nce as modsfty, to preſs im. | 
pudenrly upon the-bounry of.a parron /, and.do's but give 
him temptation Car leaſt pretence) to deny. . And if it be 
.thas with men, who poftibly may ſometimes have | te 
an .mteret., ſomrimes a . vanity tro oblive ; it mult | tf 
b2 mach more fo towards God, . who cannot be } a 
- 1a want of us, and therefore nzed nor buy us : 0:7 gord, as 
th plalmit ſpzalrs, extends not to him, Pla!, 16, 2, He has 
a fundamental right in thar lirtle we have, which will ſtand ; 
_ good tho ir ſhouid never b2 corroborated by greater be. | t 
n-titz, With what an humble baſhfuln=z{s ſhould we then ſue | u 
for any thing,who haveno argument to invite the leait do- | t 
narion , being already ſo preingag'd , that we cannot | | 
mortgage ſo much as: oar ſelves in confideration of any } « 
. n2w favour? andſurely extravazant hopes do very il be. }Þ « 
fic people in this condition, Weſez th: mod-ity of good. | 1 
Mephibafheth, tho he was by a ſlanderousaccuſation oated of | ( 
"half the eſtate. David had given him, yer upon a _refl-xion | 
that he dzriv{d itall from hrs good pleſure, diſputed not | 
"the {enrence, but cherefnily reſign'd the wholeto the ſame 
. diſpoſure, from which hz receiyed it, ſaying, 7ea let bim 
er 97, 2 Sam. 19.32. A rare example and fic for imitation, 
as, bzing adapted torhe preſent caſe, not only in chat one 
*circumance of his having receiv'd all from th> King, - but 
alſo mthar of the attainder of his blood, which he-con- . 
"F2(f=$ in the former part of the verſe, for ull of my Fathers 
' beſe were but dead men before myLerd;anda'as may we notiay 
'th>very ſame ? W3s not our whole race tainted in our firlt - 
Parent ?-So that if God had not the primary titleof- vaſſi- . 
lage, he wou!d in our fall. have acquir'd that of confiſcati- 
tion and efcheat. And can we think our ſelves thn in 
terms to capitulateand make our oyn conditions, and ex- 
'pect God ſhould humor us in all oux wid. demands ? | 
3. This i$infdeed to keep up that-old rebellion of our 
"Prozenitor for that conſitted in'a diſcontent with rhat 
*portio*God had affizn'd him, and covering what he had. 
reftrain'd him, Nay indeed it com=s up to. the height of 
'theDevils propof3l , the-attempring to be as God, Gen. Þ« * |; 
|. 5. Fot tiSanendeyor to wreſt the manazery out: of his | 
+ -  hands,toſuperſede his Aucority of diſpeniing to nes " | 
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im. | carve for our ſ-1vzs. This is ſo md an inſolence,that wer? 
Ie | it poſſible to ſtarea caſe exatly parallel between-man and. 
be | man; ir would raiſe The indizration of any thar but-pre-. 
ave | tended to invenuity. - Yet this 1s, withour hyperoole, rh2 
ult | rrv2-meaning of every murmuring repining thought we . 

ba | entertain, | 

as 4. Bar as bad as it is, who 1s there of us, that can in this 
1as articularſay , we have made our hzart clean? Prov. 20» ge 
nd Tis tru> we make ſome formal acknowled2ment fome- 
Ye. | times that we receive all from. Gods gift : cuſtom teaches 

ue | us from oar infancy afrer every mzal we eat ro, give him. 
o= | thanks'tho even thatis noiv thought too much reſp=c and - 
ot | begins to b2 diſcarded as unfaſhionable : ) yet ſure he, 
ty {| cannor be rhouzhr to do that in earneſt,rhat has all the tumz 
2- | of his eating bin grumbling that his tzble abounds not 

4. | with ſuch delicacies as his neighbors. And yet at this rate 

of Godknows.ar: moft of our thankſgivings.Indeed wethave 

MN not ſo much ordinary civility to God, as we haveto ments. 
2t | The common proyerb teaches us not too curiouſly to. pry.» 
12 into the blemiſhes of what is. given us : but on. Gods as +4 
Mm | we fit as Cenfors;nicely examine everything whichis any; 
1,. | way diſayreeable to our fancies, and as if-we dealt with * * 
© |} himunder the notion of chapmen, difparage it, as Solomon. 

f ſays buizrs uſeto do, Tt js naught,. it is naught ſaith the buier, 

- - | Prov. 20.14. Nay we ſeem yet more abſardly tochange ; - : 
's th= ſc2ne, and as if God were. tomake oblatians to us, we - 
4 a3 Critically obſerve the defottsof his ben:fations:; as the + 
© | Levitical ptieſts were to do thoſe of the ſacrifice,and (like - + | 
. an2ry Dziries) ſcornfully reje&, what ever do's not.pe | 
featly anſwer our wanton appetites. _* >... 

| ©, And now ſhould God take ns at our words, withdraw 
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all hoſe bleſſings which we ſo fatidionſly d: ſpiſe, what a - 
cy1d11on were wein ? Tis ſure we havenothins toplead 2 
1 rverſe of that pd2m2nt. There isnothing m 1t.avaint - + | 
Tuſice: for he ta'res bur his own. This he mtimates to. * 
Itracl, Hoſi, 2. 9. 1 will 1eturn ard take away my. corn in the. | 
time thereef,” and my wine in the ſeaſon thereef,,. and will re- . 
cbver my woot and my flax : wm which he afforts his own pro».. 
priet”, my corn, my wine, &C. and teca!s them to the re-. 2 
m?mbrance that they were but uſufructuaries : and tis as. 7 
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evident that our tenure is but the ſame. Nay this proceed- 
ing would not be repugnant even to mercy, for even that 
is not obliged till to proſtitute its ſelf to our contemt.lam 
 fure ſuch a tolerance is beyond all the meſures of humane 
lenity. Should any of us offer an alms to an indigent 
wretch, and he,when he ſees tis Silver,ſhould murmur and 
exclaim that it isnot Gold, would we nor draw back our 
& hand reſerve our charity for a more worthy obje&? Tis 
true indeed Gods thoughts are not vur thoughts, nor oue 
narrow bowels equal meſures for the diyine compaſſions; 
and we experimentally find that his long-ſu aps. Huge pres 
ly exceeds ours z yet we know he do's in the parable of the 
Lord and the ſervant, Mat. 184 declare, that he will pro- 
Portion his mercy by ours, in that inſtance ; and we have 
no Promiſe that he will not do it in this : nay we have all 
reaſon to expe& he ſhould; for fince his wiſdom promts 
him to do nothing in vain , and all his bounty to us is de- 
_ fign'd to make us happy , when he ſees that end utterly 
- . Fruſtrated by our diſcontents, to what pee ſhould he 
Continue that to us which we will be never the better for ? 
6. Beſides tho he be exceedingly patient, yer he is nor 
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nepligent or inſenſible : he takes particular notice, not on-- 


ly with what diligence we employ, but with what afteti- 
ons we reſeht every of his bleſſings. - And as ingratitude 
1s a viceodious to men, ſo it is extremely provoking to 
God ; ſo that in this ſenſe alſo, the word3zof our Saviour 
are moſt true, from him that hath not ( 1. e. ) that hath not a 
grateful ſenſe and yalue, ſpall be taken away even that he hath, 
Mat. 25. 29. But we may find a threatning of this kind 
yet more expreſs to Iſrael, becauſe thou ſervedſt not the Lord 
thy God with gladueſs and with joyfulneſs of heart for the abun- 
dance of all things, therefore ſhalt thou ſerve thine enemies whom 
the Lord God will ſend among thee, in hunger and in thirſt, and 
in nakedneſs, and in want of all Things Deut. 28. 27; 28. a {ad 
and diſmal inverſion , yet founded wholly in the want of 
that chearful recognition which God expetted from them. 
And if Iſrael, the Tot of his own inheritance , that pevple 
whom he had ſingler out from all the nations of rhe world, 
could thus forfeir his favour by unthankfulnzſs , ſurenone 
of us can ſuppoſe we have any ſurer entail of it, In a word 
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'] SECT. II Of Gods Abſolute Sovereignty. © 13 
as God loves a cheerful giver, ſo he alſo loves a cheerful 


at receiver, on2 that complies with his end in beftowing by 
m taking a mſt complacence m his gifts. put the querulous 
ne and unſazisfied, reproach his bounty ; accuſe him of ilh- 
ne beraliry and narrowneſs of mind. So that he ſeems even in 
4 his honor engaged tobring them toa righter apprehenſion 
ur of him, and by a deprivation teach them the value of thoſe 


IS good things , which they could nor learn by the enjoy- 
If ment, 


S3 7. If therefore ngnnity and gratitude cannot, yet at 

_ leaſt let prudenceand ſelf love engage us againſt rhis fm 

e of Murmuring, which we ſee do's abundantly juſtify the 

. charager the Wiſe. man gives when he tells ns 2s unpro- 

e ftable, 'Wif. 1. 11. he might have ſaid pernicious alſo, for 

l | ſo it evidently is in its effedts. Let us thenarm our ſelves 

5 againſt ir, and to that purpoſe impreſs deeply npon our 

; minds the preſent confiderarion, that God ows us nothing, | 
and that what ever we receiveis an alms, and not a triburs. _ 


' Diogenes being asked what wine drank the moſt pleſans, 
* anſwered, that which is drunk at anothers <oft. And'this - : 
. Circumſtance we can never miſs of ro recommend our good = 
things to us": for be they little or much, they come gratiss © 
When therefore in a- pettiſh mood we find our ſelves apr 
to Charge God fooliſhly, and to think him ftrait-handedro= 
wards us, letus imagine we hear God — with - 
u<,as the houſholder 1n the parable, Friend 1.do thee no wrong © 
is not Iawfulfor me to do what I will with mine own? Mat. 20 15, _ 
If God have not the right of dipolmgye us find out thoſe 
tter we NE : "bur _ 


that -have, and ſee _ how much - 
if he hath, ler us take heed of diſputing with that 
ſabſiſt merely by his favor, had need court and eheriſh 1 


| by allthe arrs of humble obſervance. Every man is ny ; 
, to ſay how il] beggary and Jp do agree. The firft” 
qualificarion we cannot put off ; O let ns not provide it 
of the other ſo inconvenient ſo odious an adjun@. Let us 
leave 'off preſcribing to God ( which no ingenuous man - : 
would do to an earthly benefator )and let us berake our : 
ſelves toa more holy and ſucceſsful policy, the acknow- - 
ledgment of paſt mercies,and our own unworthineſs, This - 


was7acobs method. 1 am not worthy of the leaſt of all the wor : 
ang \ 
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and of all the truth: which thou haſt ſhew'd unto thy ſervant : for FF. 
with my ftaff I paſſed over this Jordan, and nep.1 am become two 
bands;and with this humble: preface he introduces his peti- I 
tion. for reſcue in his preſent diftreſs, Deliver.me 1 praythee, } | 
fromthe hand of my (E3 dog &c.: Gen.. 32.10, 11, Al.exceilent: } v 
Pattern ofDivine Rhetoric, which .the ſucceſs demonſtrates. Þ © 
to. have bin very _ prevalent; And we--caunot traafcribe a { 

: 


bztrer copy, ro render. our defires 2s ſuccesful. Indeed: we. Þ 
"are ſo.uterly defticuce of all arguments from our ſelves , 
tnat. we can make; no. reaſonable form of, addreſs, if we 1 
found rnat.in ſomthing of God : and there, iS nothing ev w |] 
1n him adapted to-our-purpoſegbur his mercy. nor 'can that | 
eſo, advan tageonlly: urged by any thing, as by 'the for- | 
m2rigſtances.it. has g1ven ofit ſelf:for asG od:only is fit toi/be 
a precedent+o hunfelf,ſohelovesto beſo. Thus we find,nor 
. Only Moſes, but God often recolleQting his miraculons favors: 
| - fowards 7/7ae)jas-an argument-to_do:more: let us therefore 
en him-in bis own waypnd bye frequenrand grareful 
OTST merciesnbage tnmto ure; Nor. 
> Weees were snbdolstoptmarteriof tachr recollection; if we'— | 
7 wyallburderionfly confiderwhar we have alreadyreceived,, | 
— which 35the-ſubjedt ofthe nexr/Seftions tn! 
3 Op ROT sf 68 An; 3 0 
20 Gpas 1nlinired, Bounty. 
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| . to the fire: buras to the generaſity of men the De! 
| a liar) gavea true account 'of their? tenſe, when” 
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Job. 2. 4. And tho perhaps ar anzry titmapy men haye 
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came, own'd no other occasion for knm butt bene ip 


'rions?? Of which we have divers'modern as well a8" ancier 

inſtances. And infleed tis admirable to fee” what, umeandg* 

| induſtry wil withGods bleſhn3 )effett; But there 75,n0 work, 
Jr device, nor knowledg , or niſdom inthe grave;Ec g.100we. 
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on improve no more when we are ance tranſplanted rhi- 
ther, - 

3. But this 1s yet much more considerable in reſpedt of 
our ſpirittual ſtare. Our life is the day wherein we are towork,; 
Joh. 9. 4-( yea to work out our Salvarion : ) but when the 
night comes ( whendeath overtakes ) no man can work. Now 
alas when tis cons1der'd how much of this day the moiſt 
of us have loiter'd away, how many of us have ſtood idle 
ei}] the sxth or ninth hour, it will be our concern not to 
have our day cloſe before the eleventh. Nay alas tis: yer 
worſe with.us : we have not only bin idle, bur very. often 
1 busied ; fo that we have a great part of our trme ta un- 
rave], and that is not to be don in a moment. For tho our 
works* may fitly enough be 1epreſented by the Prophets 


pn 


compariſon. ofa ſpiders web, Ifay. 59. 5. yet thy want the - 


beft property even of that ;z they cannorbe ſo ſoon undon. 
Vices thac are radicated by time and cuſtom, lie roo deep 


. to be lightly ſwept a way, Tis no eaſy thing to perſwade 


our ſelves to the will of parimg with them. Many violences 
we muſt offer to.our ſelves, a long ftrit courſe of morti- 
fication muſt be gon thro, ere we can find-in our hearts to 
bid the them be gon : and yet when we do they arenot ſo 
tractable as theCenturion's ſervants. They will indeed come 
whenever we bid them, but they wall ſcarce go ſo:theymulſt 
be expell'd by force and by ſlow degrees;we muſt fight 
for every inch of ground we gain from them : and as God 
would not affit the Ifraelites | to ſubdue the Canaanites 
at once; Deut. 7, 22, ſo neither ordinarily do's he us to 
maſter perfe&ly our corruptions. Now 2 proceſs of this 
diiÞculty is not to be diſpatcht on a ſudden, And yer this 
is. Bot all oar task, for.we have not only ill habits to extir- 
pate, bur we have alſo good enes to acquire: tis not a mere 
ne gartve yertue will ſerve our turns, nor will emty lamps 
enter. us into the marriage chamber, Mat. 25. 10. We miſt 
edd to our fait b vertue, and to vertue knowledg, and to know- 
ledg temperance, &c, 2!Pet.. 1. 5. No link mult be wanting 
of that facred chain, but we muſt ( as the fame Apoſtle 
adyiſes ) be holy in all manner of converſation, 2 Pet. 1. t5e 

 4- And nowT would defire the Reader ſeriouſly to Colts 


Eder, whether he can, upon good grounds, rell buwſclf wy 
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obligations to God, who meant he ſhould have emploi'dir 


— 


IT IO Re —_— 


F this ſo difficule ( and yet ſo neceſſary ) a work is effett- 


yally wrought in him. If it be, heis a happy man, and can 


- with no pretence complain of any external want. ( he that 
is fed with Manna, mult be ftrangely,perverſe if he mur- 


mure for a belly-full of leeks and onions, Num. 11. 15. ) Bur 
on the contrary he owes infinite thanks ro God, that has 
ſpared him time for this important buſineſs and did not 


| - a period to his natural life, before he had begun a 


ritual. For I fear there axe among the beſt of us few of 
o entire an innocence, bur they. may remember ſome , 
either - habits or as of ſin, in which it would have bin 


| dreadful for them to have bin ſnatcht away. And then 
' how comprehenſive, how prolific a mercy has life bin to 


them, when it has carried eternity in irs womb, and their 
continuance on earth has qualified them for heaven 2 Net. 
ther are ſach perſons only to look onir as a bleffing m' the 
retroſpect, as it relates to the paſt, but alſo m the preſenr 
and future: which if they continue ro employ well do's nor 
only confirm, but advance their reward. Beſides God may 
pleaſe by them to glorify himſelf,make them inftrumental 
to his ſervice; which as it is the greateſt honor, ſo it 8 al< 
fo the greateſt ſarisfaftion ro a good heart, He ſhews: 
kimſelf roo mercenary that ſo longs for his reward , as to 
grow impatient of his attendances: he that lovesGods thinks 
himſelf bleft in the opportunity of doing work, as well as, 
in receiving wages. Thus we fee how life is under all 
theſe aſpetts a mercy to a pious man, arldfuch asnot on- 


| ly obliges him ta contentment, but gratitude* 


5. But ſuppofing a man cannor give this eamfortable' 


| account of his life, but is conſcious that he has ſpene it to. | 
' avery different purpoſe, yet da'snat thatatall leſſen his. 


better, and that he has-nor don ſo is merely his own fault 
Nay indeed the worle his ſtate 1s, the greater mercy is,. 


' that God has not made ir irreverſible, that he has not cut” 


im off at once from the earth and the poſſibility of heaven 


too, bur affords him yer a longer” dey if yet he will bear his 


voice, Pl. 95. 7. Thislong ſuffering is one of the moſt 


- tranſcendent aQs of divine goodneſs, and therefore the A« 
paſtle rigtuly ftiles it #he pickes of tvs goodneſs and: long ſuf ere 
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ingand ferbearance, Rom. 2. 4:and fo at laſt we com:nonly 
acknowledge 1t, when we have worn 1t out , and can ng 
longer.receive 2dvantage by ir, What a yalue do's a-gaſp- 
ing deſpairing ſoul por upon a {mall parcel of that time, 
which before he kn&v not how faſt enough to ſquander ? 
Oh that men would ſer the ſame eftimtreon it bets and 
" then certainly,as it would make them bettter husbands 
of it,ſo it would alſorender them more thaakfulfor ir, Ac= 
couning that tne long/ſuffering of oar Lord is Salvatuon, 2. Pet, 


PLIES. HER 
. 


«$55 | | 
” 6. Indeed did mn but rightly: compute theb2nefir of 
life ppoa this ſcore,uil ſecular encumbrances & unealineſſes 
of it wautd be over wheimed, and ftand only as Cyphers 
in-theaccount, . What a ihane 1s 1t thn thit we ſhould , 
ſpeadour breath an ſighs and ou:-cries 2'which if we would 
employ to thoſe nobler ends for which:twas g1ven, would 
ſuperſede our comp!aints, and make ns confeſs we were 
| well dear. with,'that or life ( rho. bare and. ftript of al 
.\N outward acceflanes:) is.,given us for apary, Jet. 45. 5. And | 
ke. indeed . he--that has' yer the, great work of lite to;do can 
> yery.1u1 ſpare.ym? or ſorrow:to-beftow upon the regretting 
%.. any temporal diftreſs,lince hisavhol? ftock 1s little enough 
to bewail.and repair his neg]e0s of his- ereroal concerns, 
Were our lives therefore deititnce ofalou;ward- comfort, 


nay were they nothing $ tu ſcene of perpezual dilaſters, 
ep le wo ail ont-eeigh 
2 


yet. this. one advanta 
them, all, andrender our, murmuring..Vary inexcuſab 
7. But God has nor putthas to the RE: trial, has ne- 
verplac'danymanyn ſuch a, ftate of unmixt calamity, but 
' that, he. ftillaflords,many; and great a llaies: he finds.it fit 
ſomrimes to. defalk-ſom?. of our | outward comforts 
and - perhaps imbittex, zothers., but he never takes all a; 
way. This. muſ} be; acknowledged, if we do but con- 
fider, how many-things there are in-which the whole race 
of mankind. do-m common partake. The four Elements, 
fire. and water;-2ir.and earth ' do not more make up every 
m3ns.compolition, then they ſupply his needs : the whe 
hoſt of heaven, the Sun, Moon, and Stars, Moſes will tell ns, 
are by God divided to all nations under the 'whole heaven, Deuts 
4- 19. Thoſe reſplendent bodies equally afford their - Night 
: | =p —_ 
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ly Yand influence to all. | The ſun ſhines asbright on the poor: 
ng | Cottage, as on the moft- magnificent Palace ; and rhe 4 


ſp. | have thar benign Aſpeats, as well for him that 7s | behigd: 
a. | thMill,as for bim that futt*th on.theThrone,Ex.11.5.Propriety 

r > | (the great incendiary below)breeds ng confution-1n thoſe 

nd | &lemaiOrbs,bur they ar2,every mans treſure, yer no.mans 

ds | p-cuitar (as if they meant to teach us that our love of. 
1c. | *ppropriatior deſcends nit from above, Jam, 3. L5. 18. no hea», 
et, | venly quality.) TIL o.ck env? n 
8. Andas they mike n3 diftinctionof the rink. and de, 
of | grees of mea ſo ne2i;her. dothey of their verca2s; Qur; Sa=; 
vior tells us, God cautes ir Sun to riſe on the good and-6t the | 


ſes . . 

ws | wil,and ſendeth rain cn the juſt and 0n the unjuſt, Mat. 5 454 I£; 
1d | now we deſcend lower ro the ſublunary creatures,- they" 
1d, | equally pay their homage ro man, d6. nor diſdain the-do<; 


14 | minion of the poor,and ſubmirxo that of che rich, but ſhew, 
us that their inſtinct excends to the whole rarure,An horts. 
draws th2 . poor mans plouzh 4s-rame!y -aSthe Pritts. 
14 |,ces charior, and the beggars hungry cur follows hum with. 

' | as much ob(equiouſneſs and affection as: the pampterdiaps, 
dogs of the niceſt Ladies, The ſheep obey a .poor.mer«. 
2k | cenary ſhepheard as well as they did the Daughters df.the- 
. | wealthy Laban, Gen. 29. 9. or of Jethro aPnace, Exod.'2.., 
26. and as willingly yield their flzece to clothe Lazarus, 3s | 
. | to. make purple for Drves, And*as anjma!s, {o vegetalales3 
t | 21 AS. GEMMUnicative of their-qualities pq qae 4panas anpe,, 
ther, The.corne nourithes, the. fruics,.cetxeſh; the Yowers, 
e. | deizghr, the Sunples cure the poor -man ag; Wellas, the, 
rich. | ; _—_ 
| 9.-Bat I foreſee it will be objected; that thefe natural” 
.. | priviledges 3r2 insignificant, becauſe chey. are. evacuated: 
/?. | by thoſe postave laws.which bound propriety, and. thar, 


gJ..! . p 
1: | therefore hq one man could uſe the creatures as well 'as. 2 
\@ | Wother, yer every man hasthem nor £0. uſe, 1anbwer, that. 
4 for {amz ofghe things I have m<nrion'd they . are {till un 


oy | their. native; laticude, camnorbe incloſed or monopoliz'd., 
x. Th2. moiſt xayanous -oppreflor couldnever yer lock upths. 
ſua- in- his. che: he 2hat laies houſe to houſe and land to land, 
tl: t5-re be no- place, Ev. 5. $.canngt anclote th: comman, 
ve | Ut; and che like may oodaid of divers oi the teſt ; to that, 
: wn LU CTS-- 27 
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There are ſome ( and thoſe no mean) bleſfiinos, which" 


chhrinue ftill the indefeifible righr of mankind in 
general. : - 
- 10. Asfor thoſe other things which are liable to the 


_ reftriftive terms of meum and zuum, tis not tobe deni'd 
but rhere is vaſt difference m the diſpenſing them;as great 


25 Nathzns parable deſcribes,when he ſpeaks of the namer. 
ons flocks of the rich man and the ſingle ewe txmb of the joey, 
2 Sam. 12. 2. yet there 1sſcarce any ſo deplorably indigent 
but thar by one means or other, he has or may have the 
necefſary ſupports of life. Perhaps they fall not into his 
Iap by birth-right and inheritance, yet they are acquirable 
wy labor and meyer is perhaps the better renure, 
hey cannot it may be arrive to Sodoms fulnefs of bread, yet 
if they havenot her abundance of Idleneſs £2. 16. 40, they 
cammonly need not want that, which was the height of 


#rs with, food convenient, Pro. 30. 8. Tis true indeed, if | 


they will fold their hands in their boſom, if with Selomans 


rake his face m the fimmer, as rhey have his eaſe in the 
winter, they may beg in harveſt, and-have neth;ng, Prov. 20. 4. 
Bur thet: tis viſible they are the Authors of their own ne. 
ceffivtes. And indeed romen ofſuch azy careleſs natures, 


_ rishatd to ſay,what degree of Gods bounty ean keep them 


from want, fince we often ſee the faireſt forrunes diffipa. 
ted/2$ well as by the ſupine negligence, as the riotous pro- 
ipaliry of the owners. And thereforeif tnen will be idle; 
they arenor to-accuſe God, but themſelves if they be ind1- 
lo | 
wer Buerhen thereis one caſe wherein men ſeem more 


"inevirably expos'd zr thar is when by age,ſickneſs,or de- 
imels , hey are difabled from- work, or when their 


family is too numerous for their work to mamrzin, And 
this mdeed fees themoſt forlorn ſtate of poverty : yet 


God has provided for them alſo , by aſfigning ſuch per-' | 


ſons to the care of the rich: nay he has put an extraordinary 
mark 'of favor on them, 'given them rhe honoy of being is 
proxies and repreſentatives, made them letters of Attorny. 
(as itwere) to demand reliefin his name, and upon his 
account. And tho tis too true, that eventhar Autority will 


Sazgrd, they will riet plough by reaſon of the cold, they muſt. 
25 
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ich" | pt Þrevail with many of the rich ro-open their parſes;yer” 


| 


q 


, 


even im this' Age of frozen charity there are ftillfome who 
rem=mib-r upon what terms they received theie wealth and 
employ it accordingly, And rho rhe mumber of them is 
not ſo (great as were to bz wiſht, yer there are mn all parts 
tme ſcarrered here and there like Cities of refuge mh 
the Land, Deur. 19. 2. towhich th2fe poor diftrefled crea. 
tures may Ai-e for ſucconr, And IthmkT-may fay , that 
between the legal proviftons that aye-made mn this caſe 
and voluntary contribution, there arenor very many chat 
wane 'the rhmgs that are of abſolute n-ceffiry : and -we 
know St.Pau? comprizes thoſe on # ſmall: compaſs, food and 
raiment, and propoſes them” as ſu Hierent marerials of 'Con. 
tent, 1 Tim 6. $. 1 fay nor this ro contratt any mans bowels, 
or lefizn his compathons to ſuch poor +1wre:ches, Forhow 
much ſozver thzy lend 1 wiſh as Fodb' did in another cafe 
to Drvid, the Lord increaſe it a-himmered fold,-2 Sum. 24.3.1 
only verge tr 2s an/evidence of the afferaon Lam to prove 


| that no-man is ſo pretermitred by God, -or his diſpoſal of 


temporals; bur thateven he'/that ſeems the motit abundant 
has a Thare in hisProvidenceand conſequently canmornaſthy 
murmar;fince even this ſtate which 1s the higheltinita 

'of human indigence,is not without 1ts rec1 from'God.”” 
12. But thenamber m this'formare bur few, compar'd to 
thoſe ma highersfor berweenthisand rhe igheſt atluence, 
how many mrermiedial degrecs are there, m which men 
partake not only of theti<teffaries, but -comforrs of life; 
thzthave not odfly food and raiment ,bur their:diftn@ion 
of Holy-dzy and Working-dry,fare and appare:'? He that 
is but one Rep* aflvanced \frem beggery has 10 much, 
he that has (gor-'to a ſecond as more then 15 necel- 
fary, and ſoevery degree riſes in pl-nty t41l it comes 
to-yantry and excefs. And even there to0-there are gre. 
'dnal riſings, Fome ' having ſo much fewel for lnzury, thar 


* | they are aris'greata loſs for mention, as others can be 


for macerials, anctcomplam that there-gre uo farrcher Rivrs 
left for them to eflay. How many are there who have 
'ſo cord and guitred their ſenſes, that they want foine.: 
other inlets for pleſure, and with the rich mann the Gy» 


'Tpel, area diftreſs,where to _ their abundance? - | 
| > 


I}, And 


- the malzgnant temper of our own hearts. And as itis an 
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" this 1s rhat env1'd ftate which men wich ſo much greedineſs 


'rei2n Cchaces ; he is likelieſt to find it who fits at home, 
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-- 13;.-And ſute ſuch-as theſe canngt deny; that they have | 


xeceiv'd good things, yet genzrally there are none leſs con- 
treated, which 18 a clear demonſtration chat our repinings 
proceed not from any d -f2& of bounty.in God, but. from 


eaſter thing to ſatisfy rhe cravings ofan k:1ngry, then to 


cure the nauſeous recoilings of a ſurfeired itomach; ſo cer. | 


rainly the diſcontents of the poor, are much eafier allaid 
then theſe of the rich, The 1ndigence of the one has con- 
tracted his defires, and has tanghr him not to look far. 
ther: then a little beyond bare neceflaries,ſo that a moderate 
Alrns fatisfies, and a liberal tranſports him: but he who by 


2 perpetual repletion has his deſires ſtretcht and extended, | 


is capable of no ſuch ſatiffaftion. When his enjoiments fore. 
all all particular purſvits, and he kaowsnot upon wi hat to 
faſten his next wiſh ; yet even then he has ſome contus'd 
anform'd Appetites, and thinks himſelf miſerable becauſe 
-he cannot tell what would make him more happy. And yet 


aſpire to. Every man looks on it as the top of' felicity. , to 
'havenothing more to wiſh 1n the world. And yet alaseven 
that whenattain'd, would be their torment. Let men never 
think rhen that.contentment isto be caught by long and fq- 


and duly contemplates thoſe Bleffings which God has 


brought within his reach , of which: every man has a fair | 


proportion, if he w4ill adverr to It. | Te 
- 14« For beſides theſe external accei.ons (of which the 
meaneſt have ſome, the middle ſort a great deal, and the 
uppermott rather too much.) man.is a, principatiry within 
himſelf, and has in his: compoture ſo many excellent im- 


preſſes of his Makers power and goodneſ$,;, that he need | 


not ask leave of any exterior thing to. be happy.,if he know 
bur aright how to value himfe!lf ; rhe; very, meaneft part of 
him, his body, 1s © Jer of admurable workmanilyp, .of a 
moſt incomprehenſible: contrivance, as:the Pſalmilt ſays, 
he is fearfully and wonderfully made ;. and 'tis aſtoniſhing to 
think of what a ſymmetry of parts. this. beauriful Fabrick 
made up. Norare they only for ſhew,bur uſe : every.mew- 
ber, every limo is endowed with a particular faculty, @, 
| | _ 
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make it ſerviceable to the whole; and that admirable con- 
texture of veins andarreries, ſinews and muſcles, nerves 
and rendons, none are fuperfinous, bat fome way or other 
contribute ro vegetation, ſenſe, or motion. 'Nay the moſt 
noble and mo ufefu! parts are all of chem Jouble;nat only 
382 reſerve in cafe of miſadvencure of ons part; bur alſo 
as an inftance of the bounty of the Donor. 'An4 indeed it 18 
obſervable of Galen mm his Wrmings, that afrer he had taken 
orzar care to exemt himſelf and all of his Profeffion from: 
making notice of the Deity , byſayms, Thar to diſcourſe 
concerning the Guds, was the task of ſpeculative Philoſo- 
Phers ; yet coming to write de uſ# patizm, and conſidermg* 


| the frame of hamane Bodies, and therein diſcoverms the” 


wonderful contrivance of every part,inreferencetoits (elf, 
and alfd to rhe whole, their ftrengthagility, and varicus/ 
wovement, infinitly farpaſſing the powers of all M=chaniic 
Engines, che ſecms to have had the fate we read of Sau! in- 
holy Scripture, and againſt his genius avd purpoſe, to be. 
| out into Hymnsand 
facred rapturss: ſaying, theſe Myſteries are more Divine 
then the Samothratian or Eleufinian; and confeffing they: both” 
EIS SID ID 
man praiſe, Bur be the: fabric of parts as organic; 
| vol ana of wonder are our ſenſes, rhoſe Saving. - 


| fons of the Lord as the ſonof Sjrech rightly (and by way of 


emimence) fhles rhem, Ec. 17. 5. By wedraw all out- 
ward objetts to our ſelves. What were the beanties of the 
Univerſe to us, if we had not fight to behald'them , or the 
moſt 'meclodious ſounds, if we had not hearing ? and fo of * - 
dq f tou theſe are not only generally” given bur 
alſo 1 'd to the grearerparti:of men: and porhaps'' 


' would bero more, did not our baſe undervaluing of come - 


mon mercies, force God ſomerimes to in:trutt us in their 
worth, by making us feel what it is to want them. 
15. Moltitude of refreſhments alſo .God has provided 


| for onr Bodies, parricu/arly: that of ſleep,” of which he has 


bin fo conliderare, as in his diftriburions of time, t» make 
zfolemn alorment for/1t-+ yet who almoit- when he lies. 
down confiders the mercy, or when he riſes refreſht, riſes: 
frar any rime be interrupted | 
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by the cares of oux mind, or pains of our budies, then.Caat 
not till then) we confider, that 'tis God pts gives his veloutd 
ſeep, Pſal. 127.2. and think ir ableſſhng worth onr eſteem, 
has it 1s with healch,, ſtrength and every thing elite, we | þ 
Gu it whilft we have it, an impariently defareit, | 
vhult we have i got; bur in. the interitn ſure we canuat | þ! 
captain, that Gods hand « ſhortned towards us, when in 
the ordmary: conrle of his providence we commonly en» 
By theſe Mercies many years, which we find ſo much miſs 
If chey be withdrawn bur for a few hozrs. And indeed, 
ene 18 not 2 greater Inſtance of human Praviry then oux 
afcleſs comtemt of B'effings, merely becauſe they as 
atomary ; which in true reaſon ts an argument why we 
ſhoald prize them the more, When we deal with men, we 
diſcerp it well enoagh, he that gives me once roo- pounds, 
| Icacount not ſo much my Benefactor, as if he made i my 
aneual revenue;yet God muſt Joſe his thanks, by malt; ply: 
ing has favors; andhis benetrs grow more iavidble by the! 
being alwaies before us, 
- . 16. But the Body( wich its enjounent YIs but the Ihweſh 
maſtagee of Gods bounty, 'tis. bur a decent caſe far that in | 
eftineble Jewel he has pur in it: theSoul, like the, Ark, 
the thisg for which this whole Tabernacle was framed 
and that 8 a {park of Divinity in which alone 1 is that! 
zIcompliſhed his deſign of neking mar in his ewn image Gen, 
1, 36, 'Twould be t6o long ta atreme gn-exalt ſurvey 
its. particular Exceliencies, The mere iatellefiual powers | 
wherewith: ir inendued -have exercicd. the cunioitty and 
14:4 the admiration of the. great contemplations « 
Nature Mall Ages; yet efter all, offo ſubrile compoſuge 6 
rhe ſoul, that 14 is-3nſcratable even to it felf. and the the 
fimpletk man knows: be has che faculties of lmaginatiau, 
Apprehenſion, Memory, Refletiiag ; yer the kearnedit can 
not aflign where they are texed, or by what means they 
operate. 'T ts enough to us that we have them, and many 
excetteat uſes for them. ; one whereof(anda. moſt neceſlary 
one ) 45 athankful reflexton onthe goodneſs of Gor.who 
gavethemy He amghe have mage us-10 the very loweſi form: 
ofCreatures,nftnitble focksor tynesor if he had advanc'd 
434 itcP higber, hemighr have txt us among mere Anne 
ma 
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' ther, then all the Machiavelian policy. , Na 


made us perhaps of the nox1ous, at beft- of the-tamer- ſort 
of beaits; bur he has plac'd us in the higheſt rank of viſible 
creatures, and not only g1ven us Dominion over the works af 


: | bis hands, Pſalm 8, 6. but has given us- Reaſon wherewith 
| to manage thar Soveraignty, witkour which we had 


x g obly 
bin the more maſteriefs ſort of brutes, D” 


17.Yet ſtill theSoul 1s to b2 coniidered in 2 higher notion, 
that of its Immortalizy and capacity of endleſs Bliſs : .and 
here indeed it owns its extrattion, and is an Image of the 
firſt Being, whoſe felicity is coexiftent with himſelf; thisg; 
aS1t 15 the moſt tranſcendent accomplifinnent of our Na- 
ere, ſo 1t- 1s moit univerſal, - Whatever difparity there 
may between man and man in other reſpedts, yet in this af 
are equal, The poor begger at the.gape has a Soul as ca« 
| go of ' Eternal happineſs, as he whole crnmbs —"—_ 
( or roma yoo better prepar'd for it, as that e 
ſhews, Luke 16. 11.) And tho the dignaties of earth are the 
rize ofthe rich and noble, rhe ſubtle and deftgning; yet 
yen is as eaſily mounted frota the dung-hill as the 
throne, and an honeft ſimphiciry will ſooner br; n this 
12s NOc 
only defign'd us to ſo glorious an end, bur has donealloh 
his part to feenre us of it, ſent his Son to lead us rhe way, 


” his Spirit to quicken us in it. We need not diſpute how unt-- 


yerſal this is ; tis ſure 1t concerss all ro whom I am-now 
ſpeaking, thoſe that axe within the pale of the Church : 


| and ifit ſhould prove confin'd only to them, the more pt» 


ealiar 1s their ob{zgation, thar are thus ſingled our from: 
the reft of the world, and rhe greater oughr to be their. 
thankfulneſs. The heathen Philoſopher male it miatrer of 
his ſolemn acknowledgment to forrine, that he was born # 
Grecian and nor a Barbarian : and ſure the advantages of 


our Chriſtianity are of a much higher ftrain, .and ought ts * 


be infinitely more celebrated. The Apoftle we find often 

applauding this glorious privilege, as that which makes 

us fellow Citizens with the Saints, and of the heuſhold of God B- 
pheſ. 3. 19. nay which elevates us to a higher'ftare, the a 
doption of Sons, Gal. 4. 5. nor ouly Sons; - but Heirs alſo op 
God, and joint Heirs with Chrift Rom. 8. 17. / And whar and_ 
bitiow is there fo greedy "ws this -wallnot m—_ 
} « &. 2 


"4p I 4” , 
this 4s'6ur common ſtate, the birth-right of our regenen. | 


ion, -we do nct degrade our ſelves, and with Eſau baſely 
{ell out ritle. 


'' T8, And now methinks every man may interro 2ate him- | 


ſelf mth ſame form, whereth Jonadab did Amnon, 2 Sam; 
13. 4. Why art thougveing the Kings Son, thits lean from day ta 
day? Why ſhould a perſon who is adopted by the King of 
Kings, thus languiſh and pin? ? What 1s there below the 
' ſan worthy his notice , much leſs his defires, that hath a 
Kingdom above it ? Certainly did we but know how toe- 
ftimate our ſelves upon this account, twere impoffible for 
us with ſuch ſordid .condeſcentions to court every petty 
aworidly mtereſt, and fo impatiently vex our ſelves when 
-we cannot attain 18; Alas how unworthily do we bear the 
mame of Chriſtians, when that which carried the Fore: 
fathers of our Faith thro the moſt fiery rria)s, cannot ſup- 
ws" under the diſappointment of any extravagant de- 
re ? They. had ſuch reſped to the recompence of the reward, 
H2b. 11. 26,” aSmadethem cheerfully expoſe their Fame to 
ignominy, their Goods to rapine, their Bodies tothe moſt 
exquiſite m—_— and their Lives ro death. Yet the ſame 
hopes cannot work us to any tolerable degree of patience; 
when we ſuffer bat theſmalleft diminurion in any of theſe. 
" What ſhallwe ſay'? is Heaven grown leſs valuable, or 
Earth more 'than ir was then? No ſurely , but we are 
more infatuated inour eftimates: we have fo lons abetted 
the rivalry of the ban-i-maid, that the Miſtreſs, hke Sarah, 
aPpears | ap rs Jonah we fit downſullen upon the 
withering of a gourd, never conſidering thar God has pro- 
_ vided us a better ſhelter, a building of God eternal in the 
Heavens, 2 Cor. 5. 1. Indeed there can be 11o temporal des 
Firution ſo great, which ſuch an expettation cannot make 
Cupportable. Were we m Fob?'s condirion firring upan a 
dunghil, and ſcraping our ſelves with a potſheard , yet as 
Jong as we ſay with him, owr Redeemer liveth, Job. 19. 25. 
we have all reaſon to ſay with hum alſo, 5Jefed be the name 
of the Lord, Ch. 1. 21. What a madneſs is 1c then for us to 
-expole our ſelves ro be picrc'd and wounded by every tems 


poral adverfity , who have ſo impenetrable an armour? 


may what an ungrateful cantumely is it to that goodneſs of 
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| God, to-ſhew that we cannor make him a counterpoiſe to 
themoſt trivial ſecular ſatisfaQtion ? on which account ſare 
:he may again take-up that exprobrating complaint we find 
' in the Propher, 4 goodly price that I was valued at by-them, - 
ZAC. 11. 13, | | 
- -19, Buthow mean ſoever he is in our eyes, tho Chriſt 
ſeem rhe ſame tous in his glory which he did in.his abje- 
ftion, to have no beauty that we ſhoald defire him ; yer 
he puts another rate upon himſelf, and tells us that he that 
loves Father, or Mother, Son or Daughter more. than me, is not 
wortby of me, Mat. 10,.37. Now our love and our joy are 
paſſions coincident, . and therefore' whatever we Joy more - 
in then we do in him, we may be preſum'd to love better; 
andif he cannot endure the comperition of thoſe more in- 
genuuus objetts of our Love he there mentions,. how will 
he ſuffer thar of our vanities, our childiſh wanton appe- 
tites ? And yer thoſe are the things after which we ſo un- 
patiently rave. - For I believe I may truly affirm; tharif 
there were a ſcrutiny made intoall the diſcontents of. man- 
kind, for one that were faſtned upon any great confidera- 
ble calamity, there are many that are founded-only in the 
vregularity of our own defires, * —, + 79 
20, By what has been ſaid we may juſtly couclude in 
'the Prophets phraſe , God hath not bin tous a wilder- 
neſs, a land of darkneſs, Jer. 2. 31, but has graciouſly diſpen- 
.ced to us 1n all our intereſts, Yet the initances here given 
areonly common, ſuch as relate to all, or ar leaft.the far 
greater partof mankind: but what volums,might be made, 
ſhould every man ſer down his own parricutar experien- 
ces of mercy ? In that caſe 'twoa}d be noextravagant Hy- 
Perbole we find, Joh. 22. 25. That even the werld it ſelf could 
ut contain the Books that would be written. Gol kiwaws cur me-- 
mories are very frail, and our obſervations: flight 32 this, 
_— : yet abſtracting from all the fargotten'er n2gledted 
avors, what vaſt Catalo2ues may every man make to him- 
ſelf, if. he would but yet recolle(t, what efe{ts-he has hag . 
of Gods bounty in giving, of his providence in prorecQtine , 
of his grace inreſtraining, and exciting of his patience mm 
forbzariny ?: Ang certainly ail theſ> produttions of the di-. 
vine goodneſs were n2yer defizn'd to die inthe. birth. . The 
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Pſ2lmaft wilttetius, The Zord hath fo don bis murvellaus werks, 
*>st they weghttabe had in remembrance, PE. 111, 4.  Leveves 
ry man then make 1+ his daily care to- recount to hanſdf 
the wonders God hach done, as for the ebildren of men in 
general, ſo far himſelf in particular. When the Iſracties 
marared under their bondage, Pharuohimpmes it totheir 
wdleneſs,and preſcribes them more work, as the readieſt 
cure : @ piece indeed of inhaman Tyranny in him, but may 
withequity and ſucceſs be praftxeed&by us upon- our ſelves 
When we find our appetites murinous, complaining of our 
preſent condition, ler us fer our ſelves-ro work, impoſe it 
25 & task npon our-ſetves.ro recollett the many inftancesof 
Gods mercies.. And furely if we do-it ſincerely, and: with 
antention, we cannot have paſt thro half our ſtages, before 
our fulles nurmurs will be beat out of countenance, and 

zetire with ſhame, when. they are confronted with fucha 
doud of witneft*s, ſach figna] teftimonies-of Gods goodneſs 

-taus: for when we have muſter'd upall or litele grievan. 

es, moſt crizically examined all our wants, we ſhall fmd 
vhem very uppropertionable to our comforts, and'to gurre- 
ee1ts ; m-which, comparariye nortor,. the next Seion/ 1s to 

eonfider them, 4 


IE 


SECT. IV. =P 


' Off the Surpluſage off our Exjoyments about 
enr Suffering s: 


O regulate cureſtimate of thoſe things which we) 

eicher enjay or ſuffer, there are-three-precedent 

| queries to be male : the firſt of they number 

plenty. tlie ſecond of their weight,.the third. of tlielr cof- 

{om and-continuance;for according as they parzake mote 

of. theſe. properties. every good ,. is more good| 

| and evety evil is mare evil, It wil, therefore be ourhbal 
method of tria) in.thepreſent cafe;rocom paresour 
and our calanarties- in: rheſe- rhxee-reſpeds.. _ 

2, Andifirit.io. that of pleney:,, the:morcies of: _ 


2 SECT- IV. Enjuinnts abeve' Sufferings 


YT ER "IIS; 


1F 
the ſource of all our good, are fer out to us in holy fcrip-. 
tire in the moſt ſuper/ative ſtrein, They are maltitude,Pſal,. 
102. 20. Plenteous redemption, Pſal. 130. 7. 4 bigh as the-hea-« 
ven,plal.103.11.He filsall things living with plenteouſneſs,Pial. 
145. 16. His mercies indeed are fuch as come not within 


the —_— of number, but ſtretch themſelves rv infinity, 
and are be 


- I. i. w_— — 4 — — 


{ repreſented by ach a calculation as God: 
mad? to Abraham, when he ſhew'd him the numerouſaefs. 
of his poſterity by the mnumzrableneſs of the ſtars, Gens. 
15. 5. Were there bur a fingle mercy apportion'd to each» 
minute of our lives, the ſum woule ariſe very high: bar 
how 15 our Arxhmertck confounded, when every minute : 
bas mor? then we can diftinttly number ?- For befides the: 
original ftock mentioned in the laſt ſection , and the acceſ3- 
fion of n2w bounty, the giving us ſamewhac which we had: 
not before ; what an accumularive mercy. 1s uithe prefer... 
ving what w2? haye ?: We are mad? up of ſh many pieces, 
have ſuch varierics of intereſts, ſpiritna] Ching wn 
and private; for our ſelves, for our friends, anddepen-- 
dants ; that 1r 1s not a- confuſed general regard thar will 
keep a!] theſe in ſecurity on? momznt; We are like a vaſt” 
building,which coits as much to maintain as to ereft; And) 
mdezq confidermsg the corrapribleneſs ofgour! maternals,, 
our preſervation 13 no lefs a work of onnipotence,.then» 
our firt.forming ;- nay- perhaps-tis rather-a greater. Ourr 
oricinal clay rho 1t had no aprneſs;, yer it had no aver{t.- 
ons to the receiving a human form; bur was in the hand of: 
the potter:to make 11 what he pleated: bat we now have: 
priiciples of decay witht. *18 , which vehemently rend.td- 
diflolurion ; we want the ſupplies of ſeveral rhings with-- 
our ns, th? f2ilmg whereof rewurnus again ro our duit, Ney” 
we do not only need the ard , bur we fear ths hoftiliry-of: 
outward thinzs. Thar very-air which ſornerim2s.refyeſhes 
us, mIy. ax another ftapve and freez us':- thar whiely warms; 
and comfoyrs, hagalfoa power of confumnng'us, Yea that: 
'very meat which-nurithzs , .may choak and. tifis us;- Ina: 
word, there is no creature ſ6.-defpicablez-ſ6 inconfiderss 
ble, whichmay nor-ſomrimes ſerve us,aud which may tut: 
at any rime.( if God permit ) rame us.. New whence is-it- 
thatave ſo.contantly;,. fo frequently fuxd-che good, the he-- 
IE 
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rign efficacy of theſe things, and {o ſeldome, ſo rarely the 
evil ? whence I ſay is it, but from-the a{tive unwearied 
providence, which draws forth the better properties of the 
creatures for our uſe, and reftrains the worſer ' for our ſe- 
curity ? which with a particular advertence watches not 
only over every Perſon, but over every ſeveral concern of 
that perſon. ' And how aſtoniſhing a contemp!:ation1s rhis ?: 
If the mere ebbing and flowing of the ſea, pur the philoſo- 
Pher mto ſuch anextaſy, that he flung himſelf into it be- 
Eauſe hecould not comprehend the inſcrutable cauſe of it ; 
1n:what perpetual raptures of admiration may we be, who 
bave every minutewithin us,and about us,more and greater 
i . wonders;and thioſe tao in our favcr,wvhen we deſerve rather 
1 the-divine power ſhould exert it felf in our dettructian ? 
1-35 BRutalas our danger from the viſible creature, is little 
compar'd with thoſe from the {ſpirits of darkneſs. Je wre- ' 
file not; only withfleſh and blood,- but with Principal ities and Pow- 
ers, with ſpiritual wickedneſs , &c, Eph. 6. 12. So inveterate 
1s'the enmity between the Serpent and the ſeed of the Wo- 
man m general; that he watches all advantages againſt us, 
hot only im our fouls, but even in our bodies, onr goods, 
and m every part of our concerns. Thus we ſee he not on- 
ly aflaulred Joggoul by the wicked inſinuatioos of his wife, 
(with more effe&) his body with boils and ſores, his poſ- * 
ſeſfions by the Chaldeans and Sabeans, and the Images of || b 
hiraſelf, his deareft Children, by a wind from the Wil. | 
= cdernefs, Job. z. And can we think his malice 35 now worn 
i cout ?-:no ſurely he ftill wiſhes as Ul] ro all mankind as ever, . 
i - and we ſhould ſoon ſee the woful effects of ir, did not the 
384 . fame power which Tet him looſe for Jobs trial, reſtrain him 
1 for our ſafety. Nay had he IGOR to affright, tho not 
= 0 hurt ns, even that would make oar lives very uncom- 
' . fortable. We cannot hear the relation of,Sprights.or Ap- 
FF  -paritions, .but;our blood chils upon it, and a horror-runs 
-thro-our yes :;-whar:ſhonic-we then dg if he ſhou]d make 
His nightawalks. thra-our chambers, and with his 1llufory 
terrors diftaeb ourireſt?- Yet all this and mnch more he 
would do, if God did not.cham: up this:##d4 Dragon, Rev, 
+20, Nay if he werenor at the expenceof a guard about us, 
and thoſe na leſs. then Angels... Lſhzll aot diſpute —_— | 
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i JECT. IV. Enjoiments above Sufferins 5s, . 94 
|& every perſon harh not his peculiar Guardian. for tho ma- 


uy have not improbably afferted it,we have ground enough 
acquieſcence in the general affirmation of che Apoſtle, 
that they are all miniſtring Spirits ſent forth to miniſter for them , 
who foatl. be heirs of Salvation, Heb, 1. 14. And now if the 
Reader pleaſe to ſum up how many are his concerns, and 
how many are the dangers which await him in them all,he 
cannot ſure render the account of thoſe mexcies which pre-: . 
ſerve the one , and divert the other, in any other phraſe 
then that of the Pſa'miſt: They are more then | am-wble to ex- 
jreſs, Plal. 40. 7. | ; 

4. We may now Challenge the moſt miſerable , or the 
moſt querulous man livinz.to prodace cauſes of complain, 
proportionable ro thoſe of thankſgiving. He thax has the 


greateſt ſtock of calaminies, can never vye with the heaps. 
| of bznefits ; the diſproportion is greater then that of rhe 


Armies of 4þ2b and Benhadad, 1 Kings 20. 27. whereof the 
one was like 2wolittle flocks of Kids, the other filled the country. 


| God has told us that he 1fids not will:ngly, nor grieve i the 


c<h:ldern of men,Lam. 3.33. whereas onthe contrary he delight- 
eh in mercy, Mich. 7. 18. We.miy judg our ſelves which 
he is likelie(t often to repete, rhoſea&s which he doth with - 
regret and reluftancy, or thoſe-which. he doth: with ple- 


I} cencern'd m,and co 


| ſure and delight, But , we need no wferences where we 
have the atteſtation of experience. Let every man there» 


fore-make this his judg in this caſe, let him eyzry night 
recollect; how many things withinand aboat him he 1s 
1der how many of thoſe have bin pre- 
ſerv'd intire to him, Rtill accounting every thing ſo conti- 
nued as a new donation.If he b2gin with his Spiricual ſtate, 
'tis too poſſible he may ſometimes find he has loft his 1n-. 
nocence, committed ſome, perings many $1ns : but evzn 
In theſe he will find ciuſeto juſtify God, 1f _ he do but re-. 
colled with what inward- checks and. admonitions, and 
outward reftrainrs , God has endevored.to bridle hum. If 
he will break thro thoſe f2nces, har do's not at all dero- 
gate from the mercy of God which ſo guarded him, but it 
rather i!haſtrares his goodneſs, that afrer ſo many quench- 
m2sof his Spirit, do's-yet continae 1:s inflaence. . So that | 
even he that has th2 molt_deplorably violated his in;egri-- 
| =__ 
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32 . The Artof Contentmenr. 
ty, 18 yet to confeſs that Gods purpoſe was ro have pre- 
ferv'd it intire: and he might really ſo have kept ir, had 
he complrd with thoſe aids which were afforded him.But' 
Wn temporal concerns we are not fo apt to undermine our 
felves, and therefore ſha!lmuch more rarely find we have 
fuffer'd detriment in them, then in our ſpiritual ; bur are 
there ordinarily like to meet witha better account. Let s 
man therefore conſider what is lacking to him of all theſe. 
cular good things he had in the morning, and te!! me whe. 
er for rhe mott part he may not give ſuch an account, as 
the 1ſraelitifh officers did of their men after the Naughter of 
the Midianites, that he hath net loſt one. Num. 31. 39. Orif 
fomrimes he do ſuffer a. diminution, yer at the work he 
will find that many more good things have bin preſery'd 
ro him, then have bin taken fromhim. A man may per- 
haps m-et with ſome dammage mn his eFate, yet ris mant- 
fold odds that that dammage is bar partial}, and that he 
has ftill more lefe then is loft. Orif ir be moreintire 3 yet 
if he have his hea!th, his limbs, his fenſes, his friends, and 
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2il things befides his «ſtare left hinm,- ſo that for one thins | 


he has loft, heftill rerzins 2 malticud», he may fay of it 
as the Diſciples of the few Eo1ves, ph:t js this among ſo me- 
xy, Mat. 14. 17. Ariftippes being bemoan'd for the loſs of a 
Farm, rep!1'd with fome ſharpnefs upon his Candoler, you 
have bur one fiela, and Fhave yet thr:e left, why fhould[ 
not rather grieve for you ?- intimating that 2 man is net 
fo much to eſftimare what he has loſt, 3s what he has leff, 
A piece of wifflom which if we would tranſcribe,ve might 
wickly convince our ſelves, that even in ovr maſtadverſe 
Mc there are as F/ijab fpeaks, . more with us then agamſd'v,. 
2 King. 6. 16, thar our enjoyments are mor? then our ſaf- 
fertngs, and GodsaQts of grace do far out-number thoſe of 
his ſeverity. "he ESP 
5. And 2s they do: out-number, . fo alſo do they. out- 
wergh them: The mexcies we receive from God are (as the 
laft Sefton has ſh2w'd) of the greateſt iporrance ; the 


rao ſib{anrial ſolid goods ; andthe greavelt of all, I 
mean-rhaſe which concern our eternal ftate,. are ſo fraly | 


fixe on us, that unleſs we will volugtarily  quic our clam. 
tis not in the power. of men.of. devils. to defeat. us: 


: 
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dodies are eaſily blown away by every guft of wind, but 
this weight of glory , as. the Apoitle calls it, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
continues firmand ftable, is proof againſt all ftorms, like 
the hadow of 4 great rock itt a weary Land, Wai, 32. 2. Thoſe 
dark adumbrarions we have of it, might have ſerved to re- 
freſh and deceive the tedjoufnefs of our pugrimage, and 
therefore the moſt formidable calamiries of this life are be-- 
tow all meſures of compariſon with this hope of our cal- 
lmg, this riches of the glory of our inheritance. Eph. 3, 
36. The heavieft and moſt prefſing of our aflitions are to 
that,. but like the fmull duſt of the balance : Ela. 4c- 15, f9 
that if we ſhould here ſtop our inquiittion, we havea ſuf. 


cient rz{olurton of the preſenrquettion, and mutt conchade;,. 


that God: has given us an abundant counterpoiſe of atl , 
we either do or can ſuffer here.. | 

6. If therefore there be any ſo forlorm asro temperals,. 
what hecan fetch thence no evidence of Gods fatherly care- 
of him, yet this.one conſideration may folve hisdoubts, &: 
convince Him that he 15 nor abdicated by hun, We read 


- of no: gifts 4braham gave Iſaac, yet to the ſons- of the con-- 


cuhins ris ſaid he d1;,Gen, 25, 6 It had. bm a very fal-. 
lacious inf?rence, ff /ſaac ſhould Hive couctuded* himſelf 
neglected, becauſe his far greater porrion was bur i revey> 
fiors. Andit will be the ſame in anyof us , if we argue 
an unkindneſs from any temporal wants who have the en- 
tall of anerernal inheriance, ' Bur ſurely God do's rot leave: 
kimſelf without witneſs, A&.14 17.Fven in ſecular things; theve- 
is no man brzathing but has-ſem blefiings of his left-hand. 
as well as right, as I have- already menzion'dand uolets it 
be ſome few prodyzies of Calamity, w whoſe punuthment: 
or pacience God detigns-fignally ro glorify limfelf, there 
are none who enjoy notyrearer: comforts of life then rhote- 


* they want, EFmean ſich as are really greater, tho perhaps,. 


to their: prejudicare fancies they do nor appear ſo... Thus- 
1 point of health, if a-man- be difift:tecin-one part; yer: 


- all the reſt of his body may be( and often-is ) welt; or if 


he have a. complication; and have mare then one diſcaſe,, 
yer. there is no'man that has all, or half-ſo many as are” in-- 
cident ro humai bodies, ſo thac he 8 comparatively more: 
healthy: then fick.. Seagate it 18-not vouy conuncn for: 2. 


man. 
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them ro their !aft; and they who do, have in that an overs 
balance to moſt outward adverficies; and. even they who 
are ſo unhappy to loſe one, yet commonly keep the reſt ; 
atleaſt the Major part: or 1fat any rime any man 1s lefra 
mere breathing trunk, yet itis by tuch ſtupifying diſeaſes 


as dead the ſence, or ſuch mortal ones as ſoon take them a- | 


way; and fothe remedy overtakes the Malady. Beftdes it 
pleaſes God very often, to make compenſation for the want 
of one member or facu}ry by improving the uſe of another, 
We have ſeen feet ſupply all the necefliry uſes of banc's to 
thoſe who have had noue; and it 18a thing of daily obſer- 
v2tion, that men that are blind, have the greater internal 

light; have their intelle&ts more vigorous and attive, by 
t heir abſtraions from vifible objects, | | 

7, Thus alfo it is inthe matter of wealth; he that is 
forced to get his bread by the fear of his browes, tis 
true hecannot have thoſe dejicacies wherewith rich nien a» 


bound; -yet his labor helps him to a more poignant, more - 


{avory ſauce then a whole Colledg of Epicures can com- 
Pound. - His hunger gives a _— guſt to his dry cruit, 
then the ſurfeited ftromach can find in the moſt coitiy, moſt 
elaborate mixtures: ſo verifying the obſervation of Solemor, 
the full ſoul loatheth the hony, cemb, bit to the hungry ſoul every bit- 
ter thing 25 ſweet, Prov. 27.7, He cannot indeed ftr<tch him- 
ſelf. upon bis bed of Ivory, Am. 6; 4. yet his {1:ep3 are {ounder 


then thoſe that'can. The Wiſe man teils us, and experince- 


do's fo tco, that 2he ſleep of ia labering man is ſweet, EcCies. 5, 
: 12. Heis not clothed georgeouſty, has not the ſpicndor of 
Slittering apparel, ſo neither has he the care of:coniriving 
it, the fears of being fore-ſtal'd in a new invenrion, or ay 
of thofe unmanly ſolicitudes which attend-that vanity. He 
, has theproper genuine uſe of clothing;- the preventing 
ſhame and cold, and 1s happily determin'd ro that which 
-the wiſer men of th? world have voluntarily choſen, To 
© conclude, he has one advantage beyond all cthoſe;his nec<th- 
. ties reſcue him from 1dlen=(s, and ail irs conſequent temta-- 
. tions; which 1s ſo great a benefit, that if rich men be -not 
their own task-maitersas his wants are his, if chey do not: 
provide.rthemſclyes of buſmeſs, that one. want of: theirs 
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man to loſe a]imb, or ſence; the generality .of men keep | 
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infinitly more deplorable then all his: and he is not only 


happy comparanvely with himſelf,in haviny berter thinzs 


then he wants, but with them alſo. 

\ 8, If we come now.to reputation and fame, the account 
will be much the ſame, he thar is eminznt mn the world-for 
ſome grear atchievement, is ſet up as -2n obje& of every 
mans remark; when as h13 excellencies on the one hand are 
vitible, ſo his faults and blemiſhes are on the other. And 


| as human frailty'm1kes it roo probable cheſe latter will be 


really mor2, ſo human enyy makes it {we that they ſhall 
be more preciſely,more curicufly obſerved,and more loud- 
ly blazon'd. So rhar upon the whole, a good quiet. ſecurity 
tho it be not the road to'glory, yet 15 the likelieft fence a- 
gainſt infamy. And videed- he that can keep- np the repate 
of a ſober mtegrity within his own private ſphere, need 
not _ the triumphant ſallies of others, which often mzer 
with a fatal turn at the latter end of the day. But twill be 
{aid thar even that more moderate ſort of reputationis not 


| every mans Portion, bur that many he under great ignomi- 


Ros <> Se yr arena gy 
unjuſt? If they be juſt they: belong nor to-onr-preſene {ub- 
jet, A only. thoſe mfliftiong which are- the 
effefts of - Gods immediare provid-nce, not of our. own 
crimes; for I never doubted bur that by thaſe we may di- 
veſtour ſelves of any. nay of all the good rhings God has 
defign'd us. Bur ifthe obloquy be unjuſt, *ns probable 
that ris taken up only by ill men, and that the good paſs - 
more equitable ſentence; and then ſurely the arreſtanon 

2 fer ſuch, is able to ont-weigh a multitudeofthe others. 
And in this caſe'a man ma7 nor only find PRnence Or ple- 
ſure jn reproches. Socrates lookt with trouble and rally 
02 hunſelf when ill men commended him, ſaying, Whar all 

have I done?agd ſure a Chriftian has a farther reaſon to be 
pleas'd with their revilings, they being his ſecurity againſt 
the woe pronounced to thoſe whom all men ſpeck well of, Luke 
6. 26, But ſonuim=s it happens, that even good men- are: 
ſedac'd and either by the arrificesof the wicked, ar their 
own too haſty credulity, give credit to unjuſt reports. And 
this I confeſs 152 ſharp trial to the injur'd perſon, yet even 
this cannot often be univerſal; there can ſcarce be any inno- 
Cence 
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clearing it ro ſome or other,and by them propogating uit tg 
more, and if the cloud ever come ro be diſpers'd their 

me will appear wi h the brighrer luſter. Bur 1f none of 
this happen, they have yer a certain and more blefſed res 
treat, even an appeal to the unerring judg, who neverbe- 
holds us with more approbation, then when we are under 


double tie upon him , notonly his juſtice buc his pity 18 
concern'd in our cauſe. God particularly owns himſell as 
the refuge of the opprefled , and rhere is ſcarce a ſharpey 
#2d more ſenfible opprention- then this of Calamny - yet 
even this proves advantage , whilft it procures Gods mms 
mediate patronage, makes us the objy:Gs of his moxe pe. 
cu}1ar care and compaſſion , who can meke onr r1ighteuuſneſ 
as clear as the light, Pla. 37. 6. Ifheſce it fir ; but if in us 
wiſdom he chule not that for ns, tis comfort enough for us 
chat we have approv'd it ro him. Twas E/lezabs queitod 
t® Hoxub in her difconſotarion, Am rot I better to thee then 
81 [bas Þ 1 Sam. 3, 8.” And ſire we may ſay the like of 


ter t wlomes of men. The very Echoof it inthe 
? conſcience is = nf; peakable comfort; 
and the voice ſounds more audibly, more ſweerly, among 
the loudeſt, the harſheft accuſarions of men. So rhar we 
ſee even this aFanlt roo is not without irs guard, and theſd 
wateys of Merch, Exod. 15.23. may be render'd not only 
wholeſom bur pleſanr. | 
v. I have nowinftanced m the three moft geneyal con- 
cerns of human life, the Body, Goods, and Fame,to which 
heads may be reduced moſt of the afMi&tious incident to 
eur outward ftate, as far as Immediately concerns owt 
{elves.Bur there is No man ſtandsſo ſingle in the world, bur he 
has ſome relations or friends in which he thinks himſelf in- 
eereffed, and many times thoſe oblique ſtrokes which 
wound u- thro tham,are as painful as the more cred : yet 
here alſo God is ordinarily pleas'd to provide fome allates 
if we would but take notic? of them. He who has had ofie 
friend die, has ordinarily divers others ſurviving ; or if he 
have not thar, uſually God raiſes him up others, Tis true 
we, 


cence {> forlorn but that there may be opportunities of ] 


the unjuit condemnation of men, Indeed we have thena | 


Ou nog vs: is9ftsPaenM2nces , uo 7 


Gods 2pprotarion, that tis better tous, I fiy rhen ten, bat | 
dowland \ 
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[| we cnn have a ſucceſſion of Fathers and Mothers,yet we 


TR.” 2 Y 


it to | often have of other friends that ase-no leſs helpfal to us: 


and mideed there-are ſcarce in any thing more remarkable 
evid-nces of Providence, then in this particular. He that 
is able aut of flones to raiſe apchildren to 4hraham, Mat. 3. 9» 
do's many times by as unexpetted-a production ſapply 
fnends to the dzſolate.But we doſomtimes loſe our frie 


2 | while they are l1ving,thzy withdraw their kyidne(s whic 
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8 the ſoul of friendihip,and if this happen by our own des 
merir, wv can accuſe netber God ner them for-it-, nor can 
we rationally expett that God ſhall provide ſupplies, when 
we wilfully deſpotle our ſelves, Buc when they arc unkind 
without provocation, then is rh2 ſeaſon for his nrexpolitt 
on, who uſes to take up #þv/e whom ith er and Mother robs, 
Plal, 27. 10, and we fi tly (ee fignal proofs of his 
are exciting the com Bs of orber friends relatives, 
01 perhaps of mere rangers. Nay ſamtiumes God makes 
the iohemanity of mans relarious, the occaſion efhigads 
veitege. Thas the barbaxous malioe of Joſephs brethren 
was che favſt frep to his Dowinon over Egypt. Andit Ba 

obſervation. By ener pro the moſt difcountes 


common 

nanc'd child oft makes better , then the 
"20. bag no/ we liable to a rhird afition by the 1 
of our $;vhich by the Sympathy of kindneſs preſs 
u$20 lefs (perhaps mare} ſenlibly then our own : bur 
then tis to de contider'd,thar theirs are capable of theſime 
all2yimng circuraſtances that ours are, and Gad has the ſame 
arts of afleviatinsg their burdens 3 {6 char-we have the ame 
r'g2ments far acquieſceuce im their ſi py; ap we have 
monr own, end {ha'ldo:3 more friend! im. mpre(@ 
ling thoſe upon them, then jn che moſt paſſionate adopt« 

Bg th=1t ſorrows. : 2233 VHD 
11, The la& and greateft diſcomfort from friends, is 
that of their Sin: and if ever we may: be allow'd that di 
confolare ffr2in of rhe Prophet, Eſa. 22: 4. Tin from me, [ 
with weep bitterly, labor not to comfort me ; this (eems ro be the 
time-: yer even this vally of Aqhor is not withewut & door of hope, 
Hoſc'2. 15. A WSlendrmon may be reca'ied, mulrrades 

tave-bin; ſo thar as lang as God cantinues life, we on 

no more to depoſite aur hope, then to quit aur exlevy. 


— 
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Beſides 'there are few that make this complaint that hav? L. 


not fomething ro balance, or ar leaſt to lighten it, I ſhall 


inſtance iin« that relation which is the neareſt. and 'mioſt ] 


render,” rhat of a parent. He tharhas one bad child. 
may have divers good. If he have bur one virtuous tis 
2 very great mercy , and tis another that-he may bethe 
better taught to'value' it by the oppoſition of the contra- 
Ty» Bur if aty be ſo unhappy as to have many children; 


and all to conſume” his eyes and grieve his heat, 1 Sam. 24 33s | 


1t may be a ſesfonable r fl-xion for him to examine how 
far he has contributed to it, either by Elies fond indul- 
gence, or by a remiſs and careleſs ediication : or which 
is'wortt of ail; by his moſt impious example. If any ,'or 
all of thoſe be found the cauſe, he is not1o much to ſeek 
for alaits'to/his prief, as for pardon of his Sin : and when 
© he has penitently retracted his own faulr, he may then 
have berter ground of hope that God may reform thoſe of 
ktsChildren, In the meantime he may look on his own 
aifiition in them as Gods diſcipline on him , and gather 
ar deaft this comfort from it, thar his heavenly Father has 
more-careof him, then he had of his ; and do's not leave 


-i-12, Tlus'we ſee in all the concerns (which are the molt | 


common and important of human life, and wherem the 
puſteſt of 'our complaints are uſually founded ) there is 
fuch a temperarnre and mixture, that the good do's more 
then equalthe ill,” and not only in the grofier bulk, when 
our:whole ftateis weighed together, bur in every fingle 
branch-of ir '; God having herem dealt with this. Jirtle 
world,may,1s hehas don v ith the greater,wherein he jsob- 


ſerved:to: have farniſhed every country with' Specific re | 


medies for their pecaliar diſeaſes. I have only given 
theſe ſhort hints by way of effay and pattern for the 
Readers cont tion , which when he ſhall have ex- 
tended to allthoſe mote minute particulars wherem he 1s 
eſpecially  concem'd, more curiouſly compar'd his faF- 
ferings, with his' allaies-and-comforts ; 1 cannor doubt 
bur che will ' owne himſelf an inflance of the truth /of 
the preſent Thefts, -and' confeſs, that he has much -more' 
cafe of rhankfylneſs'then. complaine. + 
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1 .. 13. This I ſay ſyppoling his. afflictions:-to be of 
] thoſe more ſolid. an conſiderable ſorts -I -have;hefore. 
{ mention'd. But how many are there who have few: or 
T none. of ſuch , who. ſeem to | be: ſeated. wn; the land of 


Gofhen, . in a place exemrt from all the plagues that infe& 
their Neighbors ? An thoſe one would . think ſhould! 
give a ready ſuffrage to this. conctution, as having no 
temptation to opugn it ; yer Idoubr rs far otherwiſe, aud; 


' that ſuch men are of all the.moſt un{arisfied. For cho'they 


have no crofles of Gods impoſing , theyuluaily ereata 
2 multicude co themſelves. And here. we:-may ſay. with: 
David, it is b.t:er to fall into the hand of God ,theninto the hand 
of nan, 2 Safn. 21. 14. tis caller to bear: the aflictions:God 
ſends, t1en. thoſe we make ro our ſelyes, Higare limited; 
both for quantity and qua'i:y,2at aur own. are as boundleis 
3s thoſe extra vagant deſires from which they- ſpring; ©: 

14. And this 15 the trae- cauſe why. concentmaenc 1s 


fo much a ftranzer-to thoſe,, who.have. afl 'the--,ours 


ward. cauſes of ir, they have _ no.. definite- meſure«of 
their. defires; ris not the ſupply, of, all their real wanes 
will, ſerve their: turn.,, their., appetites -are Precarious 


' and depend upon contingencies. * They hunger not be= 
cauſe they are empty, but becauſe. others, are fall.-Ma+ 


ny 2 man could have liked his own poftion: well: es 
'nough, had he not ſeen another . have, ſomthing .he 
liked . better... Nay even. the moſt iinconſiderable 
things acquire a. value by being anothers, when wewtif 
Pile much greater of our own, . 4hab- mighe-wellhave-:ſas 
tisHed himſelf with the Kingdom of 1ſrae!, had not Naboths 

lot lain in; his eie ;. but ſo raving vere his defires 
after 1t, that he diſreliſhes all che-pomps. ofa Crown, yes 


| the - ordinary. refreſhment of © Nature;, . cax 'eat no rbread 


till he, have that ro furniſh him with Sallads, x7 King,: 212; 
And how. many, are.there now atlays whoſe-clothes-fic-uns 
;ealy,if they ſee another. have had but the lugk to be a little 
.more ingemoufly vain ; -whoſe meat 1s-;unſavory if they 
-have ſeen bura grearer raxity,a hewer cookery at anothers 
Table; in a word who make other peoples excefſes-rhe 

andard of their own felicitiee?' 4 oe 

..15., Nor , are our, appetites - only excited. --thus 


by ' 
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by our ourivard Objedts , bur precipirared and Vue. 


ried on by our inward luſts. The pron man ſo longs 


homage and adoration, that nothing can pleaſe him if that | 


be wanting Hdman can find no guit in afl-the ſenſoahties 
of the Pex{izn Court, becauſe a Foor deſpicable Jerv denits 
his abaiſance, Eft 15. 13, The luftful fo inpatiently, 
ves his impure deſigns, that any difficalry he meets 
"them, make him pine and iang:iſh- like 4m, who 
could-yo way recover his own health but by v1olating his 
fifters honor, 2 Sam. 13, 14: The revenvefa! labors under 
an Hydropic thirſt rift he have the bloud of his enemy al 
thel1quor of 4bſo/ems ſheep-ſheering could nat quench his, 
withour the Aaoghece of his brother, 2 Sam. 1. 29. ' And 
thus every one of oar pattons keeps us upon the racktifi 
they have obtained therr defagas. Nay when they have, 
the very emtineſs of choſe acquititions is a new torment, 
and puts vs upon freſh purſirits. Thas berween the*um- 
ruouſneſs of our defires, and'the emtmets of our en- 
jounents, we {till deſquiet our ſelves in vain, Pia. 59. 7. All 


whit we have ſuch cruel rask-maſters, tis no: ftransety | 


find us groamng under our burdens. If we will indulge 
all our vicious or fooliſh appetites think our lives bound 
up with them, and ſolicite the ſatisfaion -of them with 
as 1mparient a-yehemence; as Rache! did for children. Gen, 
3O. 1. give me them or 1 die : no wonder that we are alwais 


aniag'of difappoinements, fince in thefe the very” 


ſacceſs is a defeat, andis bnt the exchangems the pain'ef 


2'Craving'ravenous ftomich,for thar of a cloi'd and unfear. [tin 


ed, Inde:d then of this remper -condemn rhemfelves to | 


perpzeual reſtleſsneſ5;they are like phanca ſtic-mnnerts 
who when therr ſuperiors [2nd them blanks r> write c0fl- 
ditions, knownor whar wiilpleaſe them : and-even Omal- 
Patence itſelf camoa ſatisfy theſe till it have new mouNd- 
ed;them, and-redycedtheir deſires ro a termin'y. © 


16. Bur” it the mezr-rime'how- unaitly do chey aceale 


Got of illiberalicy, beciue every thimgarfwers nor thar 
humor ? He has miad=them refonable crearures, and Ms 


—_— them fatisfaQtions proporrionable to their nature | | 
u 


t if they will have wild irrational expeRartons, nt 


his wiſdom, nor his goodneſs 15 concemn'd to farisfy thoſs d 
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His ſupplies are real ani ſolid, and therefore have no cor- 
rſpondence roimaginary wants If we will create ſuch r© 
our ſelves, why do we not crearean im1ginary farisfaction 
tthem ? Twere rhe merrier frenzy of rhe two , to be like 
the mad Athenian tha: thought all rhe ſhips that came into 
the harbor his won : and *rwere better 1:cj9n like to have 
our Arms filPd with a c!oad, then to have chem perpetuilly 
beating our own breaſts anc be till trormenrms our ſelves 
with unſatisfiable defires. Yec this 1s the ſtare to which 
men voluntarily ſabjet themſelves, and then quarrel ac 
God becauſe they will not let themſelves be happy. Bur 
fare their very complaints juſtify God, and arsne that he 
has dealt very kindly with them, and afforded ' them» all 
the neceflary accommodations of life: for did they wanr 
them, they would not be ſo ſenſible of the want of the other: 
He that is at perfe& eaſe may feel with fome vexation the 
bits of a flea or 2nat, which would not be at all obſerva- 
ble it he were upon the rack. And ihould Goq change the 
ſcene, and make theſe nice p2ople feel the deftirution uf 


neceffaries; all theſe regrets abune ſnperflmctes would be 


over-whelmed. Inthemean time how deplorable a thing; 
8 it, that we are ſtill the poorer for God: bounty,thar thoſe 
t» whom he has opened his hand wideft, ſhon[d-open their 
mouth ſd roo, in out-cries and murmurs? for T thank I 

fay that generally, thoſe thatare the fartheſt remov'd from; 


]watit, are fo from contenttoo; they rake noanottce of all rhe 


wal ſabtaneia! bleflings they enjoy, leaverheſe( like the 


|tinery nine ſheep in the wilderneſs ) forgorten: and neg- 


to &o in queſt after ſome fugirive ſatisfaction, which 
= 2 ſhadow flies ftill faſter in proportion ro their pur- 

t, 

17. And now would God they conld be r2called from 
this unprofitable chace, andiinſteed of the Horfleeches nare, 
bive, give, Prov. 30. 15, take upthataf the Plalmift, 
vhiÞall Þ render to the Lord for all.the benefits be hath don wes. 
b me? Pſa. 216. 12. Let them count how many valuable 
&rather ineftimable things, they have recerved from his 
y, and then confront them with thoſe corredtions they 


have found from his juſtice; and if they do this impartial ly, © 
[donbr not they will find wherewichall all ro check their high: 
| c 


- 
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higheſt mutimes ; and will join with me in confeſfing 
rhat their gocd things abundantly - out-we1gh ther. | 


ul. | 
18. If nowwe carry on the compariſon to the. laſt cir. 


cumſtance, and ccufider the conitancy, we ſhall find as. | 


wide a difference, Let us take the Plalmiits r2ſtimony, 
and there will appear a very diitant date of his mercies 
and_pnniſhments. His mercies endure for ever, Plal. 156, 
whereas his wrath endures but the tainkling of an eie, Plal, 
30. $8: And accordingly God owns his acts of ſeveriry as 
his /trange work, fa. 25. 21. that which he retorts #0 only 
npon {ſpecial emergencies; bur his mrcies are renewed every 
morning , Lam. 3.25. and donbtleſs we may all upon trial 
aitirm the fame: There are matty of the molt neceflary 
comforts of life which do not only ſomrimes viſat ns as: 
guzits, but dwell with us as inmates and domeſtics. How 
many are there who have lived in a perpetual affluence 


from their cradles tro their graves, have never known what'| - 


It 15-to want? And tho the goods of fortuneare perhaps leſs 
conſtant ro ſome, yet the refreſhments of nature are uſhally. 
ſo to us all.We eat and drink, we fleep, we recreate, we. 
converſe ina continued circle, and ge our raund almoſt as 
- conſtantly as the ſun-do's his. Or if God do's fumtimes a 
Jictle incerapr us in it, pat ſome ſhort rettraint upon our re- 
feſhments, yet that, compararively ro'rbe time we ;enjoy. 
them, is bur proporwonable to the itop he has ſomtimes 
made ofthe Sun, Juf.' 10-13. 2. Kings 20, 3 or; of. the fea; 
Exod, 14. 21s” which 2s they wer2'na ſubverſions ofthe: 
cor ſe of nature, ſo neither are thoſe ſhort: pauſes be lom- 
timues makes ,z repeal of thoſe fixt and cuſtomary beuchts 
his videncec, uſually allotsus.But wko 1s there can ſay tat 
any one of his afflittions kas in ofequa! continuance,or has 
yoonns with ſotew irtemiſſion?Perhaps he may have milk 
ome few nights ſleep. bur whar is that to a:rwel ve-months, 
or perhaps a wholelivesenjcying it? Tis paſhble his ſtarach 
and his mear have not alwaizs bin ready - rogerher, Þuh 
how much oftner have th2y m=t-'ro bis del12ht?And- gene 
rhoſe things that are mo uſeful, are but rarely ' incerpuph 
ed, | Nay to a great many even the delicacies of life 
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their bread: whereas unleſs their vices or their fancies 


Enjoiments above ſufferings. 


_ 


| create uneaſinef{:s to rhem,thoſe that come immediately 
from Gods hand, make lonz intermifions and ſhort ftaies. 


Yer for all rhis they thar ſhould meſure by the uncetlanr- 
neſs of mens complaints, would juds that the fcene -was 
quite reverft , and that our good things are as Fob ſpeaks ' 
ſwifter then a weavers ſhuttle, Job. 7- 6. whilſt our 11, ike 
Gehazies Leproſy, cleave inſepcrabjy to us,. 2 King 5. 10. 
19, The truch 18 we will nor ler our ſelves enjoy thoſe 
intervals God a'lowes us, but when a calamiry do's Terire 
we will keepir in fiction and imagination; revolve it 1 our 
minds, and becauſe 1t 1s poffible it may return, look up- 
011tas not gm, Like Aguiſh patients we count our 
ſelves fick on our well-day, becauſ2 we expett a fir 
the next. A ſtranze tapid folly thus to-court vexanon, and 
be miſera\»le. in Chimera. Do's any man or indeed any 
beat defire ro k2ep.a-dittaſtful relifh ſtill i his month, ro 


|- chew the curl upon gall and wormwood ? yer' certainly. 


there are a multitude of people whole lives areimbitrter'd* 
to them merely by cheſs fantaſtic imaginary ſufferings, 
Nor do we only fright our ſelves with 1mages and Ideas 
of paſt calamiries, but we dreſs up new bugbears and 


mormo?s, are Pozric and aerml in our mventions, and lay 


Romantic {c2nzs of diſtreſſzs. This 15s a thing very incidenr 


tojealous nitur2, who are alwaies raiing alarms to them- 


ſelves. A ſuſpicious man looks on every body with dread, 
One man he fears has de{11gns upon his fortune, another 
on his repuzation, pzrhaps a thir4 upon his*hfe: whilft 
in the m2n tim?, the only ill defi2ne agamit him 
is managed by himſelf his ' own cauſzle(s fears and j2a< 
louf12s which pur him in a fate of hotiliry with all rhe 
world; and do ofcen betray him to the very things he 
groundicfly futpettel. For it 18 not ſeldom {2en"thar men 
have incurr'd real auſchi-ts by a fond ſolicitude of avoid- 
12 imaginary ones. I do not queſtion bnt this 1s 2 ſtate ca« 
lamicous enough, and ſhall acknowledsg it very likely thar 
ſach perſons hall have little or no truce from their trow- 
bles,who have ſuch an exhauſted ſpring within rhemfelvef; 
yer we may lay to them as the Prophezr did to the houſe 
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courle then his puniſhments, The reſult of all is, that the 
generility of mankind have good things ( even as to tem- 
porals ) which do i the three reſpects fore-mention'd ex- 
ceed rhe ill. I mean the tru2 and real ills which God ſends 
tho not thoſe fanciful ones they raiſe to themſelves. 

. 20 Andnow why ſhould 1t not appear a reaſonable pro- 
polition that men ſhould entertain themſelves with the ple. 
{ancer parts of Gods diſpenſations to them, and nor alwaies 
pore upon the harſher. eſpecially fince the former are ſo 
much a fairer objett, and perpetually in their eye, why 


fznci2s can ſupply, and perverſly rurn away ovr e1es from 
with mult of us. How nicely and critically do we obſerve. 


ries of them do our memort?s preſent us with? When alasa 
whole current of proſperity glides by without our notice, 
Like little Children our fingers are never of the ſore place 


like the lender ſort of beggers, we make artificial ſores to 
give us 1pretence of complaint. And can we then expeft 
Sod ſhould concern himſelf in the cure? Indeed in the 
courſe of his ordinary providence there is no cure fur ſuch 
people, unleſs ir be by revulſion, the making them feel the 
{marr of ſome very great and preſſing affliction, They 
therefore put themſelves under an unhappy dilemma, el- 
ther to continue their own tormentors, or to endure the ſe- 
- vereſtcourſe of Gods diſcipline, Tis traethe laſt is the 
mor: eligible, bur I am ſure the beſt way 1s to prevent 
both, by a juſt and grateful ſenſe of Gods mercies, which 
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Mich.' 2, 7, Such men mult not cry. our that Gods hand F 
lies heavy upon them, bur their own; and ſo can be no im. } 
achment ro the truth of our obſervation that Gods®blet. }F 
ngs are ofa longer duration, keep 2 more fixt ſteddy_ 


ſhould we look on the more ſadving ſpeQacles of human | 
frailry or mis fortune, thro all the magnifying optics our 


the chearfuller? Yet this God knows 1s too much the caſe. 


every little adyerſe accident of our lives? what rragical ſto- 


till we have pickt evere light ſcratch into an Ulcer, Nay |. 


wlll be yet farther illuftrared if we compare them with our | 
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Of our Demerit towards God. 


T 18 the common fault. of our nature, that we are vety 
apt to be part1al to cur ſelves, and to ſquare our ex- 
pectations more by whae we with, then by what we 

deſerve. Somthing of rhis 18 viſthle in our dealings with 
men. We ofr [ook to reap where we have not ſowed,Mat.25.25. 
expztt ben»fits where we do none ; yet in civil rranfactt- 
ons there are {till remaining ſuch footſteps of natural Ju- 
ftice, that we are not univerſally ſo unreaſonable : all traf- 
he and commerce ſubiiting upon rhe principle of equal 
retribution, giving one good thing for another equiva- 
lent, ſo that no man expects to buy cornwith chatt,or Gold 
with drofs, But in'our deatings with God, we pur off even 
this common equity ; are valt in our expettitions, but pe- 
nurious and bate in our returns ; and as if God were our 
Steward not our Lord, we require of him with a confidence 
proper only to thoſe-who ask their own :* whilft 1n the in» 
terim-what we offer to him is with ſuch a difdainful. 
ſighrmneſs, as if we meant it rather an alms then an ho- 


mage. 


2, God indeerl is ſo munificent , that he prevents us with 
his bleFmgs, Pſal. 11. 3- gives -us many things befoze we 
ask : had he not don fo we could nor hav#bin ſo much as 
1n a capacity of asking. But tho the 'firit and fundamental 
mercies ar2 abſolute and free, yet the ſu5{equent are con- 


ditional: and accordingly wwe: find in tcriptars, thar Gad 


ma1e'no promiſe eitheir concerning this lite or a better, 
bur on condition of Obedience. T he Jews who had much - 
larger propoſals of remporal happinzſs then. Cariftians 
have, yet never had th:m upon ocher terms. God expr*ſþr 
articled for the preformance of his commands,and made all 
their enjoiments forfeicable upon whe failure, as wewe may. 


 # ſeear large in thebook of Deuteronary. And under the 
- $ Goſpl, St Paul appropriates the gromi)es a5 well of 215 life 
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& of that to come unto godlineſs, © i. Tiw. 4. S. It will there. 


fore be a material inquiry for eyere man. wherher he have _ 


kept his ntle entire and have not by breach of the condi- 
tion forteited his clame,even to the mbit common ordinary 
blefangs ; fort the have, common reaſon will re!] him he 


can challengs none-: an4 rhat th2 utmoſt he aan, 


hope for , mu be only upon a new ſcore of unmerited 
favor. | 

3- And here certainly every mouth muſt be topped, and all 
the world hecome. guilty beferegod Rom 3. 19, For alas who 
3s there that canfſay his obedience hasbivin any degree 
proportionabie to his obligation? Tis maniteft we have 
all received abundantly from Gods hand, but what has he 


had trom ours ? I may chalienge the beſt man, to caſt up. 


rhe acconnt of his beit day, and tell me whether 14s zeceits 


have not infinutly exceeded his disbarſments : whether 


for any- one good rhing he has don,he has nor r=cerved 


many. Ner 1 the diſparity only in number, but much more; 


in value, Gods works are perfect, all he do's for us like 


the firſt 6 daies produdtions, are all very geod, Gen. 1, but 
alas our very righteouſueſs is as firty rags,Etal.64. 6.We offer, 
ew yawning drowſy pral. 


him the blind the lame, Mal. 1. y,a | 
ers perhaps,wherein he has the Jlexft ſhare: che fuller cur- 
rent of our rhonghts running tovrards our ſecular or finful 
concerns. We drop It may be a ſcanry Alms, wherein tis 
odds our -vain-glory ſcramble for 2 ſhare with him, if it 


do not wholly ingrofs it. Wefit an hour ata fſermcn, but 


tis rathet to hear the wit, or eloquence of the preacher,then: 


the word oi Go Like the duiier ſort of avimals, we like . 


well to have our itching ears ſcratchr, bur grow ſturdy and 
reftive when we ſhow'd do what weare there taught. In 
a word all our ſervices atthe beſtare miſerably maim'd 


and imperſect; and roo ofcen corrup: and:unſound. : So. 
- that God may well upbraid us as he did 1/7ae!, ofer it now/ 
to thy governor , will he be pleas'd mith it ? Mal, 1.1. Theſe; 
very inquiries of our holy things. areenough. to defeat all; - 


our prerencesto'any good from Gods hand, Yer God knows, 
this is much-the beſt-de of us :' tis notevery.one thar cap, 


make ſo iran appearance as this amounts to. With many, -Þ 
* there-i$ no place to complain of the blemiſhes of, their, Þ 
Og, lactifices,, | 
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facrifices, for they offer none: -ofivhom- we may ſay 1n the 

word of the Pſalmift, God is rot in all their thoughts, Pal. 

10. 4 I fear there wang nat thoſe who drive away the day, 

the week, nay oF bo without rememvbring in, whoſe hand 

therr time 15, Pſal 31. 18. or paying him any ſolemn 
tribute. of ir who enjoy theſervices of. all inferior 
creatures, wirhout con'tdering that theirs are more due to 
the ſupreme Lord: ina word,who live 2s if they wzre abſo- 
lutely independent ; had their exittence purely from 
themſelyes ang kad no Creator to whom they owed their 
being, or any conlequent ducy. And furs men who thus 

| diſcard themſ-lves from Gods famuly, have very. little rea- 

j ſon toexpect the proviions of it : yet even ſuch as theſe 

. havethe impudence ® compiain, 1 any thing be wantins 

to their needs (ſhall I fay) or to their lafts ; can ravingly 
profane Guds namein their 1mpariencies which they know 
not how to uſe in their praters: as if the Detty were cov- 
fiderable im no other notion, then that of their caterer _ 
or KFeward. + | MTs 

4: If, nowwe ſeriouſly refl-2&, what can be more 'admi- 

\, rable then that infinit patience. of God ; who 'notwithſtands 
mg the miſerable infirmities of the ptous, and the teud con- 
teme of the Hmptous, fat oes on reſolutly in his bounty , 
and. continues to all mankind ſome, and to ſome all his 
temporal bleſſings? He has no obligarion of juſtice to do fo 
for 1t is no .part of his compatt; he has none of graritude,, 
for he ,'1S perp2ually a ffronted - and difobliged. 
Surely we may wv ell ſay with David, Is this after the manner” 
of men, Lord ? 1, Chro. 17. 17, Can the higheit human- 
indalgence -: bear any proportion with this divine. 
Clemency? no certain'y, no finite patience but would be: 
exhauſted with the thouſandth pare of our provocati- 
ons. | OE 

5. Bar is notour dealing too as little after the manner 
of men ; I mean of reaſonable creatures ? For us who have 

| forfeited our right to all, and yet by mere favor are (till 

kept inthe poſſeſhon of many grear dleffings for us to grow 

+ mutinous, becauſe there is perhaps ſomthing more trifling 

$ which 1s qdeni'd us, is f{uch a ftapad ingratitude, as one 

F would think impoſfible ro human nature, Should a Te- _ : 
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48 The Art of Contentment. 
nant with us havear once forfeited his leaſe, 


partof his firſt eſtate ; but we ſhould think him not only 
3nfolent , bur mad, who when the whole were left him, 
ſhould quarrel and clamor if he might not have his Cor- 
tageadorn'd with marble floors, and guilded roofs. Yet 
at this wild rate we behave our ſelves to our great Land- 
lord, grow pettiſh and angry if we have not every thing 
we can fancy, thowe enjoy many more uſefnl, m-rely by 
kis indulgence; And can there be any thing imagin'd 
more unreaſonable ? Let us therefore if not for piety, yet 
at leaſt ro juſtify our claim to rationality, be more inge- 
nuous ; let us not confult only WER our Fond appetires,and 
be thus perperualfy ſoliciting their farisfaQtion ; bur rather 
refl:& on what renure we hold what we already have,even 
thar of ſuperabundanr mercy : and fear, leaſt like info- 
lent beggers by the impudence of our demands vve divert 
even that charity which was defign'd ns. In fhort let eve- 


ry man when he computes what he wants of his defires, 


reckon as exaQtly how much he 18 ſhort of his dury ; and 
when he has duly ponder'd-both, he. will think it a very 


gentle compoſitionto have the one unſupplied, ſo he may | 
have the ocher remitted , and will ſee cauſe cO_ | 
? 


to fit down and ſay with honeſt Mephrboſheth, What righ 

havi I ts cry any mere unte the King ? 1Sam. 18. 28. Burf it 
be thus with us upon the mere fcore of our imperfettions 
or omitfions, what an obnoxious ſtare do our innumerable 
2Ctual fins pur us in ? If the ſpots of our ſ3crifices ar? 
provoking, what are our ſacriteges anq4 bold profanati- 


ons ? If thoſe whoneglett or forger God are lifted among 


his enemies, what are thoſe who avowedly defy him ? In- 


*. deed he that ſoberly confiders rhe world, anf4 fees how 


daringly the divine Majeſty is daily affronted, cannor but 
wonder that the ons ot our manners, thoſe prodl- 
g1es' 11 morality ſhould-nct be anſwer'd with as great pro» 
digies 1n calamity too; that we ſhould ever have other rum 


then that of Sodcm, or the earth ſerve us for any other pur- 
pu then to be, as it was to Kerah, Nam. 16. our iving 4 
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epulcher, 


and matlici-: . 


ouſly affronted his Landlord, he woald ſure tl.ink himſelf ; 
very gently dealt with, if he were ſuff-r2d ro enjoy bur a ©; 
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6. Noristhts Jonganimity of Gud obſervable only to 
wards the maſs and colleQive body of mankind, bur toevery 
man in parricular, Who 1s there that if he ranſack his con 
ſcience, ſh3'lnot find guilts enow to juſtify God in theur- 
moſt ſeverities towards him ? ſo that how much ſoever this 
puniſhments are ſhort of that, fo much he evidently owes 
to the lenity and compaſſion of God, And who is there 


" that ſaffers in this world the utmoſt that God can inflit F 


We have a great many ſuffering capaciries, and if thoſe 
were all filPd up to the h21ght, our condition would ſcarce 
difler from that of the damned in any thing bur duration, 
But God is more merciful, and never wflitts on that rate 
on us her2, Every mans experience can tell him, that God 


. diſcharges not his whole quiver ar once upon him, bur ex- 
* emtsS him 11 many mor? particulars then he afflidts him; 


and yer rhe fame experience will probably rel moſt cf us, 
that we are notſo modeſt in our affaults upon God ; we at- 


\. tacque him in all his concerns (as far as our feeble malice 


can reach) in his honor, in his —_ nay ſomtimes 1 
his very effence and being. And as they are univerſal in 
reſpett of him, ſo alſo in regard of our ſel ves: we engage 
all our powers 1n this war, do not only yield (as the Apoſtle: 
ſpeaks )our members inftruments of unrighteouſneſs,Rom. 6. 18. 


| but we preſs them upon the ſervice of ſenſual and vile 


-lufts, even beyond our native propenſions. Norare on] 


| the members of our body, but the faculties of our ſouls 


alſo thus emploicd ; our underſtandings are buſted firft 
in contriving Sins,and then excuſes and difguiſes for them; 


| our wills are yet more ſturdy rebels, and when the under- 


ftanding is beat out of all its out-works, yet _—_—_ keep 
their hold in ſpight of all conviction ; and our affetions. 
madly ruſh on /:ke the hore in the hattel, Jer. 8. 6, deterred 
by nothing of danger, ſo there be but fin enough un the 
attemr. | 

7. And now with what face can people that thus pnr- 
ſue an hoſtility, expe& that it ſhould not be return'd ro 
them? do's any man denounce war; and yet expett ftom his 


[. adverſary all the carefſes, the obligemencs of friendſhip ? 


1 
| 


+ ſelf-defence will promt even the meekeſt nature ro def. 
2 | poile hisenemy ar leait of thoſe things which he uſes to his: 
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annotance; and if God ſhould give way even rothar lowet F. 


degree cf anger, whereor what were we? for {ince we em. } 


ploy our whole {elves againſt him, nothing bur deftrui- } 


on can avert our injuries. Bur tis happy for us we have to 
do with one who cannot fear us, who knows the impotence. 
of our wild attemts, and ſoallai's his reſentment of our 
inſolence, which is pity of our follies, Were itnot for this, 
we ſhould not be left In a poſſibility ſooff to iterate our” 
provocations; _ wicked imagination and black deſigne. 
would be at once defeated and puniſhr by infaruation and 


freygzy: every blaſphemous Atheiftical ſpeech would wi | 


ther the rongue, like that arm of Jeroboam which he fſtretcht 

agamſt the Prophet, 2 King 13. 4. and every implous a@ 

would like the prohibited retrofpe& of Lots Wife, fix us: 
perpetuz! monuments of divine vengeance, 

C 

miferation Gf our God, that he ſufers not his whole di ſpleſure' 
to-ariſe, Pia. 78. 39. that he atates any thing of that jult. 
feverity he might uſe towards us? He that 1s condemned 

to the Gallozyes, wou:1think ira mercy to {cape withany 

inferior penalty: why kave we then ſuch mean thoughts of 

Gods Clemency, when he deſcends to ſuch low compoſiti- 

e928 with us? correets us ſo lightly as if twere only matter 


of cer?mony and panttilio, the regard of his lionor, rather | 


then the execution of his wrath. For alaſs let. hum among, 
us that 15 the moſt innocent, and undzſervediy afflicted, 
muſter up his fins and ſafferings,and he will ſee a vaſt ine- 
quality: and (had he not other grounds of affurance) 
wou!d be almoſt temted tro think thofe were not the pro- 
voking cauſe, they are ſo anproportinably anſwered, He 
fins innumerable inſtances, and is paoiht in few ; he 
fins habitually and perpetually, and ſuffers rarely and ſel- 


dom; nay perhaps he has ſometimes ſin'd with greedinels þ 
an1 yet God has puniſht with regret and reſuQtancy. , How | - 
fhall 1 give thee up, O Ephraim? Hol. 11, 8: And when all theſe | 
diſpaticiesare conſider'd, we muſt certainly join heartily Þ * 
in Ezr,s confetfion, Thou O God has Puniſht us leſs then our Wt | © 


quities deſerve Ezra, 9. 13s, 


| 


"_ 


| X . \ 
0. Nay belides all our antecedent, we have after guilts } 
no leſs provoking, I mean onr ungracious repumings " the | 
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$ SECT. V. © "Of our Demerit towards God , Fir © 
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et'F, light chaſtiſements'of our former fins, our out-cries' upon 
T little uneaſmeſs, which may juſtly cauſe God to. turn our 
| whi1p3 inco ſcorpions; and according as he threatned Iſrael, 
tf Lev. 26. 18. to puniſh us yet ſeven times more, And yet even 
ace 4 this do's nor immediately exaſperate him. The [ews were 
or | an inſtance how long he could bear with a marmuring ge- 
1s, - neration; but certainly we of this nation are a greater: yet 
our | Jet us not: be high minded hut fear, Rom. 11. 20. for we ſee at 
pne.] Ht the doom fell heavy tho ir was protrafted: a ſitcceſſion 
ind | of miracilous/judgtiients purſued thoſe naurmurers, ſo that. 
wi | - not one of them enter?d Canaan,” Andirs very obſerveable 
cht | . that whereas to other ſiasGods denunciations are in frri Þ- 
at] ture conditional and reverſiable * this was abſolute and 
us} bound with arr oath, He ſware 1n his wrath that they ſhould not. 
; enter into bisreſt Plal. g5. 11, And yer if we compare the 
YM- | - hardſhips of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs with moſt of 
fere Þ our ſuff-rings, we ſhall bs forced ro' confi{s our murinies - 
lt] | haye lefs, temration, and conſequently 1:1% excuſe; from 
ned | whence tis very reaſonable to infer, as the ' greatneſs of 
any | our danger if we periſft, fo the greatneſs of Gods lens ſuf- 
; Of | fering towards ns, who yetallows us ſpac= to reform. and 
ſiti- | ſure yew complaints ſound'very i! from us, who are Hable 
trer | to 1p ſeverean account for our old ones. I fear the molt 
her | refign'd pzrſons of us.will upon recotleQtion find, they. have 
ong | upon one. occaſion or other out-vied the-numbet of the 1-. 
ted, |  raelizes myrmers, th-refore.unlefs we will emu'atethem in 
ne- '| their plagues, let us fear ro add one mor? lea” char make. 
ce) | upthe fata] ſum, and render our deitrutionirrevocable... 
Yr0- | 10. Uponall theſe confiderations it appears Kow httle® 
He | reaſon any of us haye to repme at our heavielt preflares.. 
But there 1s yet @ farther circumſtance to b=-adverted ro,and 
ſel-] is too applicable ro many of us, thar is, rhat our fins ate 
nels $ . not. only the canftanr meritorious. cauſe of our: ſufferiugs, . 
How | but they are alſo very oftenthe mftromenta}. cauſe alto; - 
heſe | "and Produce® themnot only by way of retaliarion fromGdd,. 
tily 4 but y a natural efficacy.So/omon tells ys he that loves prefare | 
int- | fliall be a poor man, and that a whcrih woman will bring a mairtY* © 
4. 4 piece of hread,” Prov. g. 26. that he that fits long at the wine © 
hall have redneſs of eies, Chap. 23. 29. 30. that the lethful.. 
ST foul hall ſuffer hanger, 19. 15. and a! ch:{2 nx by wme- \ 
G5, duate.” 3 
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traſt us to be our own Liftors, our own hack li 
#5, JEr. 2. 19, andour iniquitiesare of themſelves enough to 
become our rune, Exorl. 15, 38. 


I1. It may therefore be a ſeaſonable queſtion for every : 
man to put to himſelf, whether the rroubleshe labors un-. 


der be not of this ſort;-whether the poverty he complains 
of, be not the effe&t af his rior and profuſion, his floth and 


negligence? whether when he cries out that bs comelineſs is 


turn'd into corraztion, Dan, 10. $8, he may not anſwer him- 


felf, that they are his viſits to the harlots houſe which have. 


thus made rettenneſs enter into his bones. Hab. 3. 16. whe 


ther when he1is beſet with contentions, and' has: wounds 


without cauſe, he have not tarried long «t the wine; when he 
has loft his friend, whether he have not by ſome trecherous 
wound Eccl. 22, 22. forced him to depart: orwhen he lies 
under infamy, whether 1t be not only the Echo of his own 
ſcandalous crimes. If he find irthus with him, certainly 


kis mouth 1s topt,and he cannot without the moſt defiinge- | - 
nous impudence complain of any but himſelf. . He could | 
not be ignorant that ſuch effetts did naturally attend ſuck | 
cauſes, and therefore if he would take the one, he muſt take |] 
the other alſo. No man ſure can be ſo mad ,as to rhink:Gol } 


fhould work miracles { diſunite thoſe things which natute 
hath cotjoin'd ) only that he may fin at eaſe, have all the 


beftial pleſures he can project, and none of the conſequent | 


fmart.. We read indeed God divided the ſea, but it was to 
make-the way for the Ranſomed of the Lord to paſs over, 2.51. 
10. thoſe who were his own people, and wenr 1n at bs 
command; but when they were ſecured, we find the waters 


innnediacely return'd to their chanel, and overwhelmed the | 


Egyptians, who ventured without the ſame warrant, _ A 
fare the caſe is alike bere, when any man caw-produce Gods 


mandate for him to run into all exceſs of riot, to diſecrate. | 
the temple of the holy Ghoft, and make his hody the member F, } 
ay} 
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' «4 harlot, 1. Car. 6. 15. In &word when Go bids. h1 
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diate ſupernarural mfliftion from God, but as the proper 4 
genuine effetts of thoſe reſpettive vices. Indeed Gods | 
his original eſtabliſhment of things, has made ſo cloſe a | 
connexion between fin and puniſhmeat, that he is not often ] 
Put to exert his power in any extraordinary Ways bat may } 
ings regrove ; 
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wards God, 53 


rheir native penal effeCts; Tor till then ( how profuſe ſoever: 
ſome Legendary ſtories repreſent him ) he will certainly 


- never fo beſtow his miracles, 


12, But I fear upcn ſcrutiny there will appear a yetfar-. 
ther circumſtance upon whick to arraign our mutinies ;: for 
tho it be unreaſonableenough to charge God with the ill 
effes of qur own leudnets, yet 11S a higher ftep to murmur- 
becauſe we have not materials ro be wicked enough. And. 
this I fear 1s th caſe with too many of. us, who tho they 
are not fo diſpail'd by rheir fans, but that chey can keep- 
up their round of vicious pleſares, yer are diſcontenred be- 
cauſe they think ſome others have them more exquiſe,, 
think their vices are not Gentile enough, unleſs they be 


'very expenſive, and are covetous only that they may. be- 


more Luxurions, Theſe are ſuch as Sr. James ſpeaks of, 
who ask am?ſs, that they may conſume it upon their luſts, Jam. 4«. 
3. and ſure to be mutinons on this account is one of the- 


_ higheſt pieces of frenzy. Would any man in his wats tell 
another he will cut his throat, and then expe& he ſhould: 


furniſh him with a knife for it* And yer to this amount our: 


- murmurs againft Gad, for his not giving us thoſe things: 


wherewith we only defign to wage war with kim, For 
ſaerly if the diſcontents of mankind vere cloſely inſpetted. 
I doubt a great many would be found of this kind, Ir con. 


' czrns the Reader therefore to make the inquifition in his: 


own breaſt, both in this andall the former particulars, and 


| 1 doubt nor, if hedo it with any mgenuity and uprightneſs. 
he wil be abundantly convinced that for his few mites of 
. obedience he paies to God, he receives talents cf merct's. 


( even temporal ) from him: and thus on the other hde , 
thar God as much underpaies his ſtns, as he overpaies: ks. 
ſervices: by which God do's ſufficiently 'atreſt how little 
he delights in our aMiftion, how gladly he rakes any light 
occaſion of carefling aad'cheriſhing,, an:1 ov-rs'1ps thoſe- 


|. of puniſhing us. Which ſure ought to mate us convert ail 
- our diſpleſures againſt ur fins, which extort thoſe atts of” 


ſeveriry from him, to which his nature 1s moft averle, And: 


jo | - here indeed our reſentm.:at cannot. bs too ſharp, but 'to- 


wards; 
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24 any of thoſe things, which God and good men abhor,then: 
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" and nor before he may hope he may ſever ſuch aQs. from. 
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genuine effefts of thoſe reſpettive vices. Indeed Gods F. 
his eriginal eſtabliſhment of things, has made ſo cloſe a Þ 
CONNex10!n between fin and puniſhmeat, that he is not often 
Put to exert his power in any extraordinary Vays but may } 

ings rejrove 


truſt us to be our own Lifors, our own hack /li 
us, Jer. 2. 19, and our iniquitiesare of thamſelves enough to 
become our rume, Exod. 15, 38. 

It. It may therefore be a ſeaſonable queſtion for every 


man to put to himſelf, whether the troubles he labors un- | 
der be not of this ſort;-whetker the poverty he complains 


of, be not the effef of his rior and profuſion, his ſloth and 


negligence? whether when he cries out that bis comelineſs is 


turn'd into corrajtion, Dan, 10. $, he may not anſwer him- 
elf, that they are his viſits to the harlots houſe which have. 


thus made 7otenneſs enter into his bones. Hab. 3. 16. whe. | 
ther when he1s beſet with contentions, and' has: wounds | 


without cauſe, he have not tarried long at the wine; when he 
has luſt his friend, whether he have not by ſome trecherous 
wound Eccl. 22, 22. forced him to depart: orwhen he lies 
under infamy, whether 1t be not only the Echo of his own. 
ſcandalous crimes, If he find irthus with him, certainly 


his mouth is topt,and he cannot without the moſt defiinge. | - 


naous impudence complain of any but himſelf, . He could 
not be ignorant that ſuch effefts did naturally atrend ſuck 
cauſes, and therefore if he would take the one, he muſt take 
the other alſo. No man ſure can be ſo mad ,as to think Gol 
fhould work miracles ({ diſunite thoſe things which natute 
hath conjoin'd ) only that he may fin at eaſe, have all the 
beſtial pleſ ures he can project, and none of the conſequent 
fmart;. We read indeed God divided the ſea, but ir was te 
make-the way for the-Ranſomed of the Lord to paſs over, Wa. 51. 
10. thoſe who were his own people, and wenr in at his 
command; but when they were ſecured, we find the waters 
immediately return'd to their chanel, and overwhelmed the 
"Egyptians, who ventured without the ſame warrant. _ 
fare the caſe is alike bere, when any man caw-produce Gods 
mandate for him to run into all exceſs of riot, to diſecrate. 


the temple of the holy Ghoft, and make his hody the member of : 


' «4 harlet, 1. Car. 6, 15. I word when God bids him do. 
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rheir native penal efteRts; for till then ( how profuſe ſoever: 
ſome Legendary ſtories repreſent him ) he will certainly 


- never fo beſtow his miracles, 


12, But I fear upecn ſcrutiny there will appear.a yetfar-. 
ther circumſtance upon whick to arraign our mutinies ;: for 
tho it be unreaſonableenough to charge God with the ll 
efteQs of gur own leudanets, yet 1s a higher ſtep to murmur- 
becaute we have not materials ro be wicked enough. And 
this I fear is th- caſe with too many of. us, who tho they 
are not ſo diſpail'd by rheir fans, bur that they can keep- 
up their round of vicious pleſares, yer are diſcontenred be- 
cauſe they think ſome others have them more exquiſtte,, 
think their vices are not Gentile enough, unleſs they be- 
very expenſive, and are covetous only that they may. be 
more Luxurions, Theſe are ſuch as Sr. James ſpeaks of, 
who ask amiſs, that they may conſume it: upon their luſts, Jam. 4«. 
23. and ſure to be mutinons on this account is one of the- 


_ higheſt pieces of frenzy. Would any man in his wits tell 
another he will cut his throat, and then expe&@ he ſhould 


furniſh him with a knife for it? And yet to this amount our: 


- murmurs againft God, for his not giving us thoſe things. 


wherewith we only deſign to wage war with kim, For: 
ſaerly if the diſcontents of mankind vere cloſely inſpected: 
I doubr 2 great many would be found of this kind. Ir con-. 


' czrns the Reader therefore ro make the inquifition in his: 


own breaſt, both in this and-all the former particulars, and 
I doubr not, if hedo it with any mgenutty and uprightneſs. 
he will be abundantly convinced that for his few mites of 


| obedience he paies ro God, he receives talents of merci: s 


( even remporal ) from him: and thus on the other fide , 
that God as much underpaies his ſtns, as he overpai*s. ks. 
ſervices: by which God do's ſukficiently atteſt how lictle 
he delights in our afMiftion, how gladly he takes any light 
occaſion of careffing aad'cheriſhing,, n:1 ov-rs\ips thoſe: 
of punithing us. Which ſure ouzht to mace us convert ail 
our diſpleſures againſt nur fins, which extort thoſe atts of* 
ſeverity from him, to which his nature 1s moft averle, And: 
here indeed our reſentm:at cannot. be tao ſharp, bur on 
wards; 
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54 - The Art of Contentment. 
wardsGad our fitreſt addreſs will be in the penitential form. 
of.che Prophet Daniel, 9'Lord to us belongeth confuſion'of face, | 
bat to the Lord our God belong mercies and forgiveneſs, that me | 
have rebelled againſt him, Dan. g. 8. 9g. Andas his juitice is to 
be revered in his iuflictions, {o is his wiſdom alſo, in {© dif. ; 
poling of events to particular perſons, as may beſt conktiſt | 
with the univerſal Oeconomy and managery of the world, | 
the confideration whereof is rhe d=fign of the next Seftion, 


SECT. VI. 


4 


Of Gods general Protideace. 


Ls Hen God made the univerſe, he intended not | 
on:y to glorify himſelf in one tranſient att | 
of his power, and then leave this great and 


wenderful production of his, as the Oftrich her eggs in the 
Wilderneſs, Lam. 4, 3. but having drawn ir our of its. firit | 
Chaos, he ſecur'd it from returning rhicher igain, by eſta- 
bliſhing as a du* ſymmetry of parts, ſo alſoa regular order 
of motion: hence it 15 thac the heavens have their contant 
revolurtons, the earth irs ſaccefiion of determinate ſeaſons, 
animales their alrernite courſe of generation and corruptl- 
on, and by this wiſe Oeconemy, the world after ſo meny 
thonſand years, feems filllin irs ſpring and firft beauty, But 
tc had bin in vain to have thus ſecured the defe&tion of the 
creatures, 1f man for whoſe ſake they were made had bm 
excluded from this care, His faculty of reaſon would have 
made him bnr rhe more fatal inftrument of confuſion, and 
taught him the more compend1ous waies of diiturbing the | 
world. Job compares him 2o the wild aſcscolt, Job. 11. 1% \ 
which takes.its range wihont diverting to any thing of the 
common good, God has therefore doubly hedged m this 
unruly creature, madea fonce .of Laws about him ( both 
natur2) and poſitive ) and bz11d2s has taken him intro the 
common circle of his providence, ſothit he,as well as the Þ 
reit of rhe creation, has his -parcicular ſtation affign'd hin |. 
aud chat not only 1n reference to other creatures, but bu F 
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dained ſeveral ranks and Claffes of 'men, and endowed 
them with ſpecial and appropriate qualifications for thoſe 
ftations wherem he has fet them.” * | 
2. This, as it is a work of infinit wiſdom in God,ſo it is 
of unſpeakable advantage to men Without this regy!ar dif. 


poſure, the world would have bin in the ſame confufion 


which we read ofin the hoſt of the Midianites, every mans 
ſwcrd againſt bis fellsw, Tud. 7. 22. Nothing but force could 
derermine who ſhould do, or enjoy any rh1ag; and even that 
decifion alfo wonld have bin rep-lable by a greater force : 
ſo that we have all reaſon ro confeſs utility of that order 
God has ſet among men: and even he thar. bears the loweft 
and moſt deſpicable place mit, is certainly infinitely more 
happy by contributing to thar general Harmony, then he 
could be in any ſtate of diſcord. | 

2}. Were this now well confider'd methinks rt ſhould fi- 
lence a!! our complaints, and mzn ſhould nor be fo vehe- 
mently concern'd in what par: of the ttrufure 1t pleaſes the 
great Archite( to put them : for every man 1s to look en 
himſ>f only as a ſmall .parce! of thoſe materials whiech- 
God 1s to put into form. Every tone 1s not fit for the cor- 
ner, norevery little rafter for the main beam : the wiſdom . 
of the Maſter bailder is alone to derermine that. And ſure - 
there cannot be a more vile contemt of the divine wiſdom 
then to diſpute his choice, Had God wiſdom enough to 
contrive this vaſt and beautiful fabric, and may he nor be- 
truted wich one of us poor worms ? Did hz by his piſdem 
make the heavens, and by þ:s underſtanding flretch out the clouds, 
Pro. 3. 1y. and ſhall he not know where to place a little 
lump of figur'd earth ? this 1s certainly the moſt abſurd 


 diftratimaginable, and yer this 1s really the truemean-- 


ing of our repining at the condition he has placed us in, 

4. Thetrach 18, we are ſo fuil of cur ſelves, that we can- 
{ce nothing b2youd it: evcry manexpedts God ſhou!d place 
hum where he has a mind to b2, rho by it he diſcompole 
the whole ſcheme of his providence. Bur tho we are ſo 
ſenceleſly partia}, yer God 1s not ſo: he that eompre-. 
hends art once the whole conc2rn of mankind, applies hun- 
{Elf to theaccomodating thoſe not the tumoring any on | 
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ticular perſon. He has made the great and the ſmall, and LEE 
reth for all alike: Wiſd. 6.7. He is the common Father of || 
mankind, and hoies things for the publick advantage | 
of this great family, and ris not all the impatient cravings || 

of a froward child that fhall make him recede from his de. 
figned method. Weare apt «nough, Iam ſure, to tax it | 
not only as weakneſs, but injuſtice tqo ina Prince, whenhe - 
indulges any m_ to a pnivate favorite to the publick dif. | 
advadtage ; yet ſo-unequa] are we, that we mirmur at God | 
for not doing that, which we murmur at men for doing, 


5. Beſides a man is to conſider, that other men have the 
ſame appernites with himſe]f. If he diſlike an inferior ſtate, 
why ſhould he not think others do fo too ? and then asthe - 
wiſe man ſpeaks. whoſe voice ſhall the Lord bear ? Ecclus. 34. 
24, Tis bure great inſolence in me to expect that God 
ſhould be more concern'd to hamor me., then thoſe multi. | 
tudes of others who have the ſame defires. And the more. | | 
1mparient my Jongings are, the leſs in reaſon ſhould be my | - 
hapes;for mutiny 13 no ſuch endearing quality as to render- 
any mana dearling ro God.Butif all men ſhould have equal 
ſatisfadtons,we ſhould puzzle evenomnipotence itſe}f.Every 
man would be above and ſuperior, yet thoſe ar compara- | | 
tive terms, and if no man were below, no man could be | 
above. ' So in wealth, moſt men defire mor?, bur every man 
do's at leaft defire to keep what he has ; how then ſhall one 
part of the world be ſupplied without the diminution of 
the other, unleſs there ſhould be as miraculous a mulriphi- 
cation of treaſure for mans avarice,as there was of Loaves 
for their hunger, Mat.16, g, It was a good anſwer which | * 
-the Ambaſſadors of an oppreſt Province made to Antony, it | 
O Emperor, thou wilt have double taxes from us, thou. | 
muſt help us ro double Springs and Harveits, And ſure | 
God muſt be at the expence of a new Creation, make us 2 | 
double world, if he thou!ld oblige himſelf to farisfy all the 
unreaſonable appetites of men : andif he ſatisfy not all, 
why ſhould any partico!ar perſon” look rhat his- atone | * 
ſhould be indulged ro ? 1 
6. Yet as unreaſorable as it is, the moſt of us do betray } 
fach a. perſwaſtion- Noman is diſcontented that Gegk are | 
wel, ; : 
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=} lower, as well as higher degrees in the world , that there 
*| are poor as well as rich, burall ſenſible men-affent ro the 
| fitneſs of it : yer if themſelves happen to be ſerin the low- 
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er form, they exclaim as if the whole order of the world 
wereſubverred; which is apalpable indication that th 

think that Providence which governs others ſhould ſerve 
them, and diſtribute to them not what it , but themſelves 


| think good. This immoderate ſelf-love is theſpring and 


root of moſt of our complaints,make us ſuch unequal jady- 
es In our ewn concerns, and prompts us to put in Cavears 
and exceptions on our own behalf , as David did on his 
ſons, See that: thou hxrt nct the young man Abſolom ? 2 Sam- 
18, 15. a2s1if Goll wereto manage the government of the 
World with a particalar regard to our liking, and were 
ike the Angels at Sodom, Gen. 19. 22. to do nothing till we 
bad got into Zoar, had all our demands ſecured to us. 

7, It would indeed aftoniſh a considering man to ſee, 


thar although the concerns of men are all diſpoſed by an 


unerring Wiſdom, and acknowledged by themſelves to 


be fo, yer that ſcarce any man is pleaſed, The truth 1s, 


we have generally in us the worſer part of the Levelers 
principle, and though we can very contentedly behold 
multitudes below us, yet are impatient to ſee any 
above us not only the foet ( to uſe » the Apoſtles 


_ Simile) complains that it is not the hand but, the ear, becauſe it is 


wot the eye, + Cor. 12. 15. 164 Not only the lowermoſt, but 
the higher ranks of men are uneaſte, if their be any one 
ttep above them. Nay ſo importunate is this aſpiring hu-. 
mor, that we ſee men are forced ro feed it, tho but with air 
and ſhadows. He that cannot make any real advance in his. 
quality, will yet do it in Effigies, in all betle gaieties and 
tir, Every degree in theſe reſpetts not on- 
y emulates, but imitates its ſuperior, till at Jaft by that 
impatience of their proper diſtance rhey make it greater, 
and fink even below their firit ftate by their ridiculous pro» 
fuſion, Indeed the World ſeems to be fo over-run with. 


| * this vanity, that there is little vifible _ - of the de- 
| grees, and one had need goto the Herald office ro know 
mens qualities,for neither rheir habit nor equipage donow 


adays. mform us with any certainty. 
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then be perpetua'ly projetting for a change. A tree that is / 


every year tranſpianred wil} never bear fruir, gnd a mind 
tha; 1S alwaies hurried from its proper ſtation, will ſcarc 
ever do good in any. * This 1s exceilen:;ly expreſt to us 


by Selomon, As a: bird t hat wandereth from his neſt. ſo 15a'man 


that wandereth from hisplace , Prov, 27. 8 Tis ety ro divine 
the fate of thote young ones from whom thedam wanders, 


and ri$as eas1e to: gueſs how the duries of that place wiilbe | 
performed, whote owner is alwaies upon the wing, and: 


making towards another. I wiſh we had nor too coltly 
experiments both in Church and S:ate of rh- truch-of this 


. 
- 
$: 


obſervation, Alas,we forget thac we are all ſervants. tothe. 


ſam2 Mafter, and that h2 is to appcin- in what office ve 
ſhall ſerve Þ1n, How fhoud we i Fo 
Families , to have an inferior oMicer leave hizvork undan, 
bccauſe he has more mad ro be Major-domo ? Yet this 1p- 
ſolence we every. day repete towards Got , 'ſallenly: ail- 
put? his orders, and unlef{s we may chuCe our own 1mplot- 
ments, wiildo nothing. | 
9. 'Tis evident, this perverſe tempor of mankind brecds 
a-great deal of: miſchicf and diſturbance in the World, but 
woutd breed -arrant coutusion and ſuoversion,. it it were 
ſuffered to have its full range.. If God permit bur one am- 


bitious ſpirit to break looſe in an Age ,, as the infiruments | 


of his'wrath , what deſtruCtion does it of:en times make? 


How does It cauſe the whole earth to tremble , aud ſhake K'lge": 


dembs, 2s 1s ſaid of Nebuchadnezzar , 1. ' 14. 16. and m#y 


2 12m any, of our;own” 


_— 


be ſaid ofmany others of thote wholetale Robbers who-! 
have dignified the trade. ? Bart every aſpiring humor. 


ſhould be as profperous,wvhere would it find fa2! ro main- 


rain the flame ? No doubr every:Age produces m:n.of as 
unbounded defires as 4lezander or Cefar, but God gives: 


them not the ſame opportunities to trouble the world, Ando . 


accordingly in the more petty ambirions of private mea Me] 
oftcn orders ir fo, that thoſe loaring minds can find no ba” 
| | mn ned - 
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- 8, But by all this-1t appears that men look on themſelves &|- 
on'y as finale perſons, without r<ference to the community i 
whereof they are members, For did they conſider that, *[* 
they would endevor rather to become the places where 
they were ſer, by doing the duties belongins to them, | 
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'nign gale to help their mounting. He that ſers bounds to 


ity |} the Sea, ſaying,, hitherto ſhalt thou come and no farther, and tho 


-M, Y! 
C18 7! _ | : 
ind |} For .tho we are all willing to forget it, yet God remem- 
> bers that he 1s the ReQtor of the Univerſe, and will aflerr 
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me | 


rs, 


be 


nd | 
tly | 
his } 
4 nag'd Horſes, fome and frer, but ftill God has the bridle in 


þ.+ 
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* the waves thereof toſs themfelves, yet can they net pruail, tho t 
” roar, yet can they not paſs over, Jer. 5. 22, does allo depreſs 


the {iwellmg pride of men, hangs clogs and weights 
upon them that they cannot riſe. to their affedted height. 


his Dominions. The ſubtileſt contrivance cannct circum; 


- vent him, the moſt; daring pretender cannot wreſt# 


thing out of his hand, the Lord will fill he Kizg, be the people 
never ſo impatient, Pal 99.1," Twill therefore ſure be as well 
our prudence as our duty, to be ftill, and &now that be js Ged, 
Pſalm. 46. 10. with an humble dereliction of our own wills 
acquieſce ra his, andnot by infettive ftruglings provoke, 
whom we are ſure neverto ſubdue. We may, like unma- 


our jaws,and we cannot advance a ftep farther then he per- 
mits u3. Why. ſhould we then create torment to our ſelyesby 
our repinings, which only ſers us farther from our' aims. 


\. 'Tis Gods declared method to exalt the lowly, and *ris ob- 


ſervable in the firſt two Kings of 1/7« e/,who were ofGods 


- Unmediate elettion, that he ſurprized them with thar Dig- 


nity,- when they were about mean and humble epy- 
ments, the one ſearching his Fathers Afﬀes, the other ep 
ing his Fathers ſheep: and would men honeſtly and dili- 


gently exerciſe themſelves in the buſineſs of their proper” 


calling, they might perhaps find 1t a more dire& road to 
advancement, then all the finiſter Arts by which ambitious 
-mer endeavyor to climb. Soomen ſets it down as an Apha- 
riſm, Seeft thou a man diligent in his buſineſs, be ſhall ttand be- 


| " fore Kings, he fhall not Rand before mean men, Pro. 22. 29. But 


whether it happen to have that effett or no, 1t will have a 
better, for it will ſweeten his preſent condirion divert his 
mins from mutmaeus refl-&tions on other mens height, and 
an4 his own lownels; for 'ris commonly men who mind not 
their work that are at ſo much leifure to gaze. Hz that 


4 carefulle ples his own buſineſs, will have his- thoughts 
4 more concentred :.and doubtleſs 'tisno ſmall happinefs to © - 
24 haverchem ſo, for'tis gadding two much abroad, looking 

y | on - 
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60 
on other mens conJitions that ſends them back (like DimbÞ 
deflowred ) to pur all in uproar at home. Theſon of Syrah 
ſpeaks with tranſportation ofthe ſtare even of him that la. | 

rs and is content,and calls it a ſweet l;fe,Fecluſe40 18.And ] 
certainly 'tis infinitly more ſo then that of the greateſt Þ 
Prince whoſe mind ſwel's beyond his terrirories. # 

Io, Upon all theſe conſiderations it cannot but appear 
very reaſonable that we ſhou'd leave God to govern the}? 
world, not be putting in the like ſons of Zebedee, for the Þ, 
hgpett ſeats, but continually reſt our ſelves where he has Þ 
placed us, till his Providence ( not our own. deſigns) ad. 
vance us, We can no where be ſo obſcureas to be hid from |} 
his eyes, whoas he valued the Widows mite above the ] 
great oblations of the rich ; ſo he will no leſs graciouſly F 
accept the humble endevors of the mean , then the more} 
erinent ſervices of the Mighty ; Himſelf having declared,: 
Thar he accepts, according ts a a man hath, and not acoors 
ding to what a man hath not, 2 Cor. 18, 12. So that in what}, 

rank ſoever a man is ſer, he has ſtill the opportunity of app 

proray himſelf to God, and tho inthe ere of the World ke }: 

a veflel of diſhonor, yet in the day when God comes to | 

make up bis Jewels, Mal. 5. 17. there will be another effi] x, 
mate made of him who regularly moves in his own ſphere” | $a 

- And ſvre he that-sits down in this acquieſcence 1s a happy « 
er man, then he that enjoys the greateſt worldly ſplen lor: | = 

bur infinitly more ſo then he who impatiently covets but] 

- Cannot attain them ; for ſuch a man puts himſelf upona } 
Srrpomal rack, keeps his appetites np at the utmoſt J,, 
kretch, and yet has nothing wherewith to ſarisfie them. } g, 

Let therefore our eaſe, if not our dury prompt us to acqui-. I y. 

eſcence, and 2 ready ſubmiffion ro Gods diſpoſals, to 

which we have yera farther inducement from that diſtin 
care he hath over every mans peculiar, by which he pro» Tur 
portions to him, what 1s really beſt for him, ; of which}, 


we are farther to consider in the next Section. [to 
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SECT. VII 
Of Gods particular Providence. 


T is the imperfettion of our finite nature, that we 
cannot ar once attend to divers things,but the more 
yzhemear our negle of the reft. Bur Gods Infinity 
be ſo bounden; his E1es at once ſez, and his Provid- 


the 4 ence at once orders all the moſt diftant and difparare things 
uſly .* ? | o . o 
4 in che World, He is not fuch an Epicurean Deity, as to 


"| ſequeſter himfelf wholly to the enjoiment of his own felicity 
$ [ng to defpiſe the concerns of poor mortals ; but tho he 
-| have his dzelling ſo high, yet he humbleth bimſelf to behold the 
| things in heaven azd earth , Pſal. 113. 5. Nor does his 


Fo. Providence confine it ſelf to the more ſplendid and greater 
_ | Fares of managery , the conduct of Empires and States, 
4. | but it deſcends to the loweft parts of his Creation, to the 


| Fopls of the air, to the Lilies of the field, and then ſure our 
7 Saviors inference- as to mankind is irrefragable, Are ye not 
| much better then they ? Mar. 6. 26. If a Sparrow ( as he elſe 
4 where tells his Diſciples) cannot fall ro the ground without 
Gods particilar notice; furely no human creature 15 leſs 


3 | conſiderable to him ; nay if our very haires are numbred, 

* we cannot think the excreſcence 1s of more value then rhe 
ey ltock, but muſt conciude that God with a particular ad- 
to | Ertenc? watches over the concerns of every man. 

: \ 2. Now God being infinitly good, canrot thus atten1 us 
þ | "pon any in{idious defign of doing us miſchief:as;he wathes 
S his obſervation 


-pover us as aguardian,not as a ſpy-and direct 
[to the more ſeaſonable adapringlns benefits, And as he 1s 
thnsgractousin defigning our advantage:ſo he isno lefs wiſe 
-[/n-onrriving it, All things fx1es the wiſe men are not profitable 
4/97 of all men, Eccluf. 37. 28, Indeed nothing 1s abſolutly 
»$802d but: God : all created thinzs are good or ill in r-ference 
pt that to which t2ey are applied, Meat 1s good, bu: to 2 _ 
7 | ſurfeiced 
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and. poſitive , divide b:tween them all our a 
ON, | es 
4.. The firſt of theſe is uſually the moit comprehenfive,” ie v 
for there are few who have not more torment from theylf « 
APRCHEnG Ep of ſomwhar they wanr, then from the ſmarigſe 1 
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any thing they feel. And indeed whilſt our deſires art 
{ſo vagrant and- exorbitant, they will be ſure to furniſh 
matter enough for diſcontenrs. But certainly there 8 
not in the world ſuch a charm for them,as the confiderati 0. | 
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that God. is more wiſe ts diſcern, and. more careful wi: 
provide what is really good for us then we our ſelvexny 
We poor purbliid creatures look only on the ſurface ol” 
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<3fhges and ifive ſee a beautiful appearance, ſomwhat  thar 
ron fiayires our ſenſes;bur God penetrates de eper, he ſees to the 
; ou Favtcom both of us & thoſe things we defire, and finds often 
ighy [thar-tho they may pleaſe our apperite, they will hurr our 
yinghhealth: and will no more give them to us, then a careful fa- 
rſonghher will. to his child thoſe gi!ded poifons he cries for. Per- 
erngſaps this man 1s taken wirh the enchanting muſic of fame, 
hilgghkes nor his own obſcure ftarion , bur would fain preſenr 
burJtm(elfupon a more public Theater , come into the eie and 
tharÞooud of th2 world;bur how he ſhall at his part there: whe- 
ene@hther he ſha!l come off with a plaudite or a hifs?He may ten- 
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which would ruin us: and were God as ſhort ſighted asY 
into what precipes ſhould we minutelv hurry our ſelves 
- were he ſo unkind as to conſider our im rtunity more tha; 
our intereſt,we ſhould quickly ſink under the weight of out 
-own wiſhes ; and as Fuvenal in his tenth Saty excellently}, 
obſerves , periſh by the ſucces and grant of our PraierÞ : 
I ſuppoſe theee 1s no man that ſoberiy recoll:@ts hel 
events of his life, but can experimentally ſay jt 
he has ſomtimes defired things which wonld have biy Þ, 
ro his miſchief if he had them, and that himſelf has afta |1, 
lookt on the denial as a mercy : as on the o her side whenÞþ, 
he has proſper'd in his aims,and whar his ſoul Juſted afrerÞy; 
it has bin' but like the quailes to the 7ſraelites, a convithol Is 
and puniſhment, rather then a ſatisfaction. And now ſurgÞy; 
ly God may complain of us as he did of 7/r1el, How long ths 
will it be ereyou believe me ? Num. 14. 11. After all the Whhaf 
<A | . : . þ {3 '® 
reffations he has given of his care and Providence over ug 
after all the experiments we have had of the folly of. alt ſhe 
ownelections, we cannot yet be brought either to dſtral [cg 
our ſelves , or rely upon him. We will ſtill be chusing, [the 
and look on him as no farther concern'd , then as the ext pl 
cutioner of our designs. i 
6. This 1s certainly a ftrange perverſeneſs, and ſuch] x 
ano ſensible man would be guilty of in any other inſtanca}qy 
In allour ſecular affairs we truſt thoſe whom we have caule at 1 
to: think underſtand them berter then our ſelves , and relyy,s 
upon men in their own faculty. We put qur eſtates inthe: 
Lawyefs hand, our bodies into the Physicians, and (ubmltſy;n 
to. their advice thoit be againſt our humor, merely becaale: the 
weaccount them more competent judges. Yet this diferen@ ſhe 
| we cannot be perſwaded to pay to God, bur till be þy, : 
preſcribing to him,and are very angry if his diſpenſatial ſj; n, 
donot exattly anſwer our Fancies. _ 77 
And can we offerhim a greater affront then thus todiftrul 
him? What is it but interpretatively to deny , either M8] 
wiſdom., or his goodneſs, or both ? and fo derogare from 
him in two of his effential attributes. For there can. benof. 
zational account given by any who believe thoſe , why thefF. 
ſhould not remic their whole. concerns to him, -SothitÞ. 
the: hart account is, that in our diſtruſts we either defy 
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> thim to be God, or our ſelves to be men, by refifting the 
mo evident diftares of that reaſon which- diſtingutſhes 
Ef ns from brutes. For certainly there is not in humac dif- 
WE curſe a more irrefragable Maxim, then that we ought for 
ny} gur own ſakes to resign our ſelves to him , who we are in- 
1RFfalbly fure, can, and will chuſe better for us then we for 
: the in Ir ſelves, 
1. 7, This was ſo apparent by mere natural-lig ht, that So- 
WErgtes adviſed mento pray only for bleſſings in general,and 
MttHeave the particular kind of them ro Gods election , who 
"Net bert knows what is goud for us. And ſure this is ſuch a 
es piece of divinity, as extremely reproaches us Chriſtians , 
10 who cannot matcha Heathen in his implicit faith to God, 
ſutÞNay indeed tis the vileſt defamation upon God himſelf, 
lgEthat we who prerend to know him more, ſhould truſt him 
- WFlefs. So that we ſee our repinings do not terminate 1n their 
 WTconſequences ſwell hrgher, and our diſcontents propagate 
- ofthemſel ves into Blaſphemy. For while we imparciently 
T1tcomplain of our wants, we do tacitly tax God to want e1- 
M3 Jther that wiſdom, power, or love, whereby he ſhould ſup- 
ex Iply us. And ſure he muft be very Atheitftical to whom this 
+ will not givea competent prejudice againſt this Sin, 
ſub] 8, And his very Cconsideration will equally prejudg the 
po. other branch of our diſcontents, I mean thoſe which repipe 
Att ar the ills we ſuffer. And nor only our privative , bur our 
FIpositive afflictions may by it have their bitterneſs taken 
LEE: forthe ſame goodneſs and wiſdom which denies thoſe 
Wnkithngs we like, becauſe they are hurtful for us , do's upon 
43 tthe very ſame reaſon give us thoſe diftaſtful things which 
<6 the ſees profitable. A wiſe Physician do's not only diet, 
1X ſhut if occasion be, purge his Patient alſo. And ſurely there 
Bis not ſuch a purifier, ſuch a cleaaſer of the foul as areaf- 
Fitions, if we donot ( like diſorderly patients) fruſtrate 
VNlheir efficzey by the irregular managery of ourſelves under 
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SECT. VIIL 


Of the advantage of Aflidions. 


1. F T were therwork ofa volum> to give-an , exa@ and 
minute accounr of the benefit of Aﬀictians:I ſhall 
on:y point at fome of the more general and obyr 

ous, And frit 1t 1s one of ths moſt awakening calls to re. 

b- pentance; and to this end it 1s thar God: mott uſually de- 

fignsit, We ſeethe whole ſcene of it, Ho's 5. 15. 1 wills} 

and'return to my place, til they achnowledg their ef ence, and ſeth 
my face: in their I they will ſeekme early. and in the very 
ext verſe we find this voice of God echoed forth by a] ti 

enitentlalnore, Come and let us return unto the Lerd, for it | ex 

Fith torn and he will heal us; he bath ſmitten, and he will bind w| 10 

up. Thus we find the Brethren of oſeph, tho there had 2] to 

long interval paſſed betwixt their barharous uſage of him, 

and his feizned riyor to them, yet when they ſaw themſelves F, 

diftr2| by the one, then they beginto reco!lect the other, þ3 

ſaying, We are verily guilty concerniug our brother Gen. 42. 21Þ th 

Proſperity 15 an intoxicating thins,and there are few,brams} th 

Frong enongh to b_ar it;it Jaies us aſleep, and amuſes A. | 
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with pleaſant dreams, whilſt inthe mean t1me Satan rills pr 
our treſures, and ſpoils us, by the deceirful charms of ti | lec 
of our innocency and real happineſs, And can there be th 
more friendly office done for a man in this condition, thenÞ thi 
ro rouz him, and bring him to apprehend the defigns that] bez 
are laid againſt him? And this is the errand on which ama 
flictions are ſent: fo thit we have reaſon ro. look on themjall. 
as our friends and confederates that inrend our reſcue, andJev1 
to take the alarm they give us, and diligently ſeek out} lot 
thoſe inteſtin= enemizs of which they warn us. AndIepWo 
that inftead of this, quarrels at their interpoſing, think*ac 
\, them kis enemies becauſe they tell him the truth, Gal. 4.8 4 


RO 


" Fo 
_ 


tas. 3 m 2 CIIER * _ 
FS = De 05 + PI * » eb: OR : 
oa » " 


; Afﬀiiftions, 
FF" d>es miſerably pervert the counſel of God againſt himſelf, E | 
FF Luk. 7. 30. and may at laſt vzrify his own jzalouſtes ; and * 
FF by fo provoking an ingratitfde, convert thoſe into the 
74 wound» of ant enemy, whach were originally meant as the 
coorrections of a Father. 
2. And as afflistions do thus in general admoniſh us of 
| Sins, 1ſo 1t pl<aſ-s God molt frequzutly fo ro model and 
at fram? them, that they bear the very image aud impreſs of 
| thoſe par:1cular guilrs they are to chaſtiſe,and are the dark 
ſhadows thar artend our gay delights, or flagrant wmſc> 
and | Jencies. T hz wite Man obſerves , rhar the turnins the E- 
hall } gyptian Waters into Blood , was a manifeſt reproof of that 
WF 4. cru2l Commandment for the mardezing of the Hebrew In- 
\re- |. fants, 17iſd. 12. 5. And ſurely we might in woſt, if not a!l 
de- | our{ufferings, ſee ſome ſuch correſponding circumſtances, 
38 may lead us to the immediate provoking cauſe of it. 
ſeek} Gol who does ail things in number , weight, and meſure, 
ery | dozs 11 puniſhments 2!ſo obſerve a ſymmetry and propor- 
y 4] tion, and adapts them not only to the heinouſnefs, bur 
7 k& | eventhe very {pecific kind of our crim?s. Theonly fixt 
d | immurable rule he has given for his Vice-gerents on earth 
d 2 | to punith by, is that in the cafe of murder, which we ſee 
him, gags on this rule of proportion, He that ſheddeth mans 
| lood, by man ſhall his b!ood be ſhed, Gen.g.6. And tho he 
ther, have now reicinded the interior retala!zations of the eze for 
« 2 | the eie, th2 tocth for the tooth, Exod. 21, 24, ( probably for 
rains} the hardn=(s of our hearts, becauſe he ſaw our reveng=ful 
9 8] itures would be much pleaſed with 1t ) yer ke has not 
"as | reciuded himſe:ffrom ating by thoſe meſurzs, bur we 
"fm, [ee it do's very often figaaily make men feel the ſinart of 
bexÞthoſe violencies or injuſtice they have uſed ro ochers, Of 
tha] this che Sacred ftory affords ſeveral examples ( as Adenis 
 thatÞ beze&- Jud, 1. 6, and 45ab, 1 King, 21. 19. ) and profane 
a af many more, and dily experiznce and obſervation moſt of 
plall, And tho this we bo, of r.t112tion 18 not always 1o 
. and} evidenc and apparent ro the Wor'd, becauſe mens fins are 
; out] ot alwaizs ſo, yer I believerif men woutld duly recolle(, ut 
1d he would be for the moſt part diſcernable to cher own cone 
higkFiences, and rhey would apparently ſee, thar their Cala« 
, t64mines 4:4 bar rrac2the foo" (tops of cheir inns, 
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a very advantageous circumitance, We are naturally blind 


x, ous lighttoclear the object, will be very apt to overlook 


bulk, but mit be diſinembred, pull'd to pieces limb by 
limb. , He that attaques it otherwiſe, will be like S2rtor;- 


ir off at once, when he that pulPd it hair by hair quiels 
did it, Therefore as it 1s a great part of our ſpiritual Wit: 


of our corruptions lie, ſo it 18 a g1 cat inftance of Gods care 
of us, thus by his correCions to diſcipline and inſtrutt vs in 
It, 


is Gods peculiar controverſy againſt us. This is1ndeed 
hear the rod, and who hath appointed it, Mic. 6.9. Let him 


ther he hive not ſome correſponding guilt which anſivers 
10 1t, 4 face anſwers face, Prov 27 19. He that 18 1mpover- 
iſhed in his eſtate, let him conſider firft how ke acquired it 


ſtitarion, and eat out its bowels: or whether ſome fſacrile- 
g10us prize, ſom? coa I from the alter have not fired his neſt 
Or if nothing can be charged upon theacqueſt, ler him con- 


_ Faelof his laſts, in rior and exceffes, or the 0bjeQof his a- 
doration in an nordinate value of it, Inlike manner he 


. fome gri-vous diſeaſe, may very | oy ary inrerogare 


himſelf, whether it have not bin contraded 


_ SR 
#x 285 


3. Now if we rightly weigh this, we cannot but think it* 


whenwe look inward, and if we have notſome adventiti. Þ 
It. Therefore ſince the end af all our affliciions 15 our repen. * 
rance, it1s a wiſe and gracious diſpoſal , that rhey do thus * 


oint to us thoſe particular ſins of which we are to repent, | 
he body of fin will nor bedeftroied in th2 whole entire $: 


ous 5 ſoldier, who infettively tagg'd at the Horſes tail to ger - 


dom to know in what eſpecial parts theSanyſon xe itrength | 


4+.” Inall our afflictions therefore it 1s our concern, nice... 
Iy and critically ro obſerve them. I mean not to enhance 
our murmurs and complaints, but to learn by them what | 


therefore that ſuffers in any of his concerns, examine whe . 


whether rhere were not ſomthingoffraud or injuſtice;which 
Itkea cancrous humor, mixt in its very elements and con- 


fider how he has uſed it; whether he have not made it the 


who 18 3flifted in his body, groans under the torment of 


I 


y his vICE, : 
whether his bonos be net ( in 2 more litera] ſenſe. then Job 
meantit) full of the fins 6f his youthy Job 20, 11, and iS F 
ſurfecing and drunkenneſs be nrthe cauſe, that bis ſoul, oy 
tie 
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hard at deaths door, Pſalm 107, 18, or at leaſt whether .the 
nor employing his health and trength to_thoſe purpoſes 
for which 'rwas given, 1Snot the reaſon of its being with« 
driivn.. - Heallo that 1s invaded mn his reputation, rhat 
Ii:s uzder fome great infamy, 1s to confider whether it be 
not deſerved; whether Come part, if not the whole guilt of 
which he 1s accuſed, fick not to him: or if he be clear in 
that particular inftance, whether ſome conceled fin of his 
would not if 1t were known, incur as great ſcandal; for in 
that caſe he has 1inright forfeited his reputation, and God 
way make the ſeizure as well by an unjutt , asa jaſtaccu- 


farion. Or1f his hearr accuſe him not here, .yet let him 


farther reflea, whether his vain-2lorious purſines of praiſe 
and high conceits of himſelf, have nor "made this an apr 


and neceflary Humiliation. for him. Or laſtly, iet him re? 


colle& how he has behaved himſzlf cowards others in this 


kind: whether he have hada jult-tendernes of his Neighs' 


bors fame, or have not rather expoſed and proftituted it, 
In theſe and many other inftances ſuch a particular ſcruti- 


' ny, anld( in allprobability ) diſcover the affinity and 


cognation between our guilrs and our pnniſhments, and by 
marking out the Spring and Fountain-head, diret us how 


| to ſtopor divertth= Current, And he that would diligents * 


ly employ himſeifin this Inquiirion, would find lictle let. 
ſure, and lefs cauſe ro condole his affliciions, but would-di- 
vertali his comp:aints upon himſelf, accept of the puniſument 
of bis injguity, and thank tbe Lord for thas giving him warning, 
Plal. 16. 5. | ; 

5. A ſecond benefit which God deftgns us in our Aide 
ons, 15 the weaning us from the the World, to ditcntangle 
us from irs ferters and charms, and draw us ro himſelf, We 
read in the {tory of the Deluge, thatſo loag as, the, Earth 
was covered with Watzrs, the very Raven was contented to 


take ſhelter jn the Ark, but when all was fair and dry, even . 


the Dove finuly forſook it, Ger, 8. 12. And 'tis much. fo 


with us: the worſt of. m2n will commonly i diftreiies have-, 


recourſe to God ( the very Heathen Mariners in a ftorm 
could rebuke Fonah for nor calling upon his God , Fe3r,1.6.) 


'F - when yet the very beſt of us, are apt to forget him an . 
mY - "0 


the Pialmift ſpeaks abboys all manner of meat, and is even 
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and of his clemency alſo, thus to proje& our reducement, F 
We were all in our Baptiſm athanced to him, witha par- - & 
ticular abrznunciation cf the world, fo that we cannot with, FF 
t cuts 
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the blandiſhments and infnuations of proſperity. The 


kind aſpetts of the World ar? very enchanting, apt to in- 


_ veigleand befor us; and therefore it is Gods care over us, | 
to let us ſomtimes ſee her more averting countenance in 


ker frowns and ſtorms; that, as Children fri-hred by ſome 
ugly appearance, we may run into the arms of onr Father, 
Alas, were all things exactly ficted ro our_humors here 
vi hen ſhould we think of a remove ? and had not Death 
{ome harbingers to prepare us. for him, what a ſupriſing 
gueſt would he be tous? 'T15 ftoried of Antigens, that 
1zeing a Soldier in his Camp of ſo daring a courage, that 
he a lwaies courted the moſt hazardous attemts, and obſer. 
ving him alſo of a very infirm fickly habit, he took a par. 
ricular care of him, and by Medicines and good attendance 


recovered him; which no ſooner he had done, but the man. 
grew more cautious,:ud wou'd no longer expoſe himſelf as 


formerly;and gav2 this, reaſon for it,that now he was heal. 


thy his life was of ſome value ro him,and not to be hazar. 


ded at the ſame rate, as when it was only a burden; and 
ſhou!d God cure all our complaints, render us perfe&ly at 
eaſe, I fear roo many of us would be of the Soldiers mind, 
think our lives too good ro refis-n-ro him, much more to 


hazard for him, as our Chrifttanity in many caſes obliges - 


us. The ſon of Syrach obſerves, howdreadFul death is to a man 
that is at reſt in his pcſſeſions,that bath abundance of all things and 


bitb nothing to vex him; nay he deſcends much lower, and 


Purs 111 him who 3s yet able-to receive meat, Ecclus. 14. 1, The 
rruth 1s, we do fo paffionately dote upon the world, that 
like beſotred Lovers, we can bear agreat deal of ul uſage, 
before we quit our purſuir. Any httle ſlizht favor arones 
us after multip)ied affronts, and we muſt be diſciplined 
by repeted diiapointments, ere we can withdraw our con- 
fidence. But how fatally ſecure ſhou'd we be, if God ſhould 

rmit this Siren aJwaics to erfrertain us wrth her muſic,and 
F not by ſome diſcordant grating notes, interrupt 
our raPtures, and reca! us to {uber thoughts ? _ 

6. Indeed”tis on? of the higheſt inftances of Gods love, 
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out the greareſt diſloialty caſt cur ſelves into its embraces 
and yer when we have thus broken the covenant of 'our God, 
Prov. 2. 17. h2 does not purſue us with a jealous rage, 
with the ſeverity which an abuted rivaPd kindneſs wonld +» 
ſaggeſt; doth not g1ve us abill of divorce and diſclame his  - | 
relation; but contrives how he may reclame and brinz us. 
back to himſeif, The rranſcendency ofthis leniry God 
excellently defcrib2s by the Prophet mn the caſe of: Iſrael, 
They ſzy, if a man put away his wife, and ſhe beccme ancther mans; 
ſhall he return nnto her again? thou. haſt plared the harlot 
with mauy lovers ,yet return unto we ſaith the Lord, Jer. 3. L. 
And this, thoa grear heighr of Indulgence, 1s no. more 
then he daily reperes to us; Afcer we have baſely adulrera - 
- ted with theWorld,convegted our afl=Qions fromGod' to it, 
_, he do's not g1veus over,zbandon us toour lead courſe and 
conſequ2nr ruibur R1ll mvires our rerarn: and left that 
may not ſerve,h2 does with a grzar deal of Holy artifice, 
ellty to break that accnred League into which we are: en- 

| ter'd, pa!ls.of the diſguiſe in which the world courted us, 

| and makes ns ſee ir as it 18 in it ſelf, a ſcene of vanity and 
vezation of ſpirit, Eccles. 1.14. 


) F718 

4 6. And ashe doesrhis in gzneral, fo alio wich a parti- 

© | cular applicationto thoſe tzmporal ſatisfaftions wherewith 

| 4 we were moſttranſport2d.. The things to which we are . 

; more indiff-rent do not ſo mnch endanger ws; tis thoſe 

| upon which we have more boos ſet-our h2arts,which 

| become our ſnares; and awake has jzalo uſy: and according« 

| ly we frequently ſee that *ris 1n thoſe he chuſes ro croſs us, 
Hmw ofcen dozs it happen that thoſe which are eaamored 

of themſelves, dote upon their own Features, do meer 
with ſome diſeaſe or accident which ' blaſts their Beauty, 

withers that fair Flower, and makes their Winter overtake _. } 

their Spring? So in our Friends and Relanons *tis uſuall | 

ſeen, we ſooneſt loſe thoſe for whom we have the greatelt, 

the mofl immoderate pafſion. If there be one fondling a- 

mong our Children, 'tis odds but that. is taken away, or 

made as much the 9bjett of our griet and ſorrow, as ever” 

4 ir was ofour joy ind love. When God ſees our hearts ſo ' 
2} exceſfively cleave to any tranfirory thing, he knows tis 

+ # uefſary to ſever them, for _ we have ſuch clogs up- 
" 3 on "3 
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upon us, our ſouls will cleave to the duft, Piiim 119. L will. 


not be able ro-ſoar up to the higher Region for: which rhey 
are defign'd.” | - 

. 7. In a word, God ſo loves us, that :he Remoyes what- 
ever he tees will obftradt that intimare union which he'de. 
fires with us; and ſure this is ſo obliging, that tho' he 
ſhould bid us to our loſs, tho he could nor recompenc? us 
for Whar he takes from us, yet we muſt-be very 11] narur'd 


if we can be angry at ſo much kindneſs. But when to this 
-28 added, that all chis is principally, nay ſolely defign'd for 


our advantage, that\God takes from us all theſe empty de- 
luſory contenrmems, merely that he may inftate us inſolid 
and durable jotes; we betray as much ignorance of our -in- 
tereſt, as infenfibleneſs of oar oblggarion, if we repine that 
God makes us ſo mach his care, *Tis true indeed, the 
things to which we have ſo nordinately adhered, do ftick 
{o cloſe, that they canuot - be pull'd away without ſome 


' pain: yer for our corporal ſecuriry we can endure the ſun. 


dring of parts that do not cleave, but grow'to us. He that 


_ _ hasa-gangrend member, ſuffers ir to be cur off to ſave his 


whole body, and does not revile, but thank and reward 


. the Chirurgion. Yer where our ſouls are concern'd and 


where the things have no native union with us, but are on- 


--ly cemznted by our _—_ we are impatient of the 


m thod and think God deals very. hardly with us,not to ler 
'us periſh with what we love. The tum of all 1s this, God, 


tho he'be' abundantly condeſcending, yet he. will never” 
ft5o0p ſo low as to ſhare his intere& 1m us with the world: 
if we will devote our ſelves to it; *tis notall our emry forms 


of ſervice willſarisfy him; if we cannot divorce our:hearts 


from+t,h2 will divorce himſelf erernally from ns. And the 
caſe beins thus, we are ſure very illadviſed if we do not 
contentedly reftyn our ſelves to his' merhods, and - cheer- 
faily endute them how ſharp ſoever. The only expedient 
w2 havefor our' own caſe, is to- ſhorten the cure by giving- 
our aſſiſtance, 'and not by ftruglings to; render 1t more: 


ditficaltand pamful. Letus entirely ſurrender our wills 
ro-him, and when we have don2 that, we: may without 
much pain let him take any thing elſe. But the mote dith. 


- cult we find it to be diſentanzled from the World, the. . 
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4 greater ſhould our caution be againſt all future engage- 
| ments toir. If our eſcape hath bin asthe Apoſtle faies, fo 
| _& by fire, Jude 23. with much ſmarrand hazard, let us at 
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leait have fo much wit, ds the common Proverb allows 
children, and not again expoſe our ſelves: let us never glue 
our heasrs to any external thing, bur let all the concerns of 
the World hang looſe abour us: by that means_we ſhall be 
able to put them oft inſenſbly when ever God calls for 
them, or pzrhaps we ſhall prevent his calling for them at 
all, it being for the moſt part our too cloſe adhefion to 
them which promts him to it. 

8. A third advantage of aMiQtions is, thar it is a mark 
3nd fignatur? of our adoption, a witneſs of our legitimari- 
'en., What ſen js he ( ſaith the Apoſtle) whom the Father 
chaſtiſeth net ? but if ye be nithout chaſtiſemezt, whereof all are 


|  partakers, then are ye baſtards and not ſens, Heb. 12. 7. $. Jacob 


clad his darling 7eſeph in a parry-coloured Coat, and Gods 
favorites do here wear a Livery mter-woven with a mix- 
tureof dark and gloomy colours; their long white rebes are 
laid up for them againft-rhey come to the merriage of the 
Lamb, Rev. 19. 7. Indeed we much miſtake the deſign of 
Chriſtianity, if we think itcalls us ro a condition of eaſe 
and ſecurity. It might ſuirwell enough with the Votaries 
of the Golden Calf, to /it down to eat and drink, and rife up 
fo play, Exod. 32. 6. bur the Deciples of the crucified Sa- 
viour are trained to another diſcipline , our profeflion en- 
ters us into a ſtate of a warfare, and accordingly our very 
Bapriſmal engagement runs all in military terms, andwe 
are not only Servants of Chrifts Family, bur Soldiers of 
his Camp. Now we know in a War men muſt.not expect 
to paſs their vime in caſe and ſoftneſs, bur beſides _ all the 
dangers and difhculties of the combarte, have many other * _ * 
hardſhips to endure; hanger and thirſt, heat and cold, hard © 


lodgings and weary marches: and he that is too nice for- 


thofe, will not long ftick to his colours. And it is the ſarhe + 
in our ſpiritual warfare. many preſſures aud ſufferings are * 
annexed'to ir,and our paſſive valor is no leſs tried then our ' 
ative, In reſpett of this it 1s that our Saviour admoniſhes 2 
his Proſelyres to compute firſt the difficulties incident to ? 
their profeſſion, and that he m1y not enſnare us by pro- *: 
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Poling too eaſy terms, he bids us recon np the worft, and 
te'ls ns,that he that forjakvs net all that he hath, ſhall uct be } 
«iſcitle, Luk,14.26. azd that we muſt thro much t rehulation enter 
antethe king1cm of God,AGts 14.22. Indeed, *twer very abſurd 


for us to expett eafiey conditions, when theſe are the ſame 


ro which our Leader h3s ſubmitted, The Ca; 24i7 of our ſal- 
vation was perfefed by ſufferings, Heb. 2. 10. and if it heheoved 


Ehrift to ſufer before he entred into bis glery, Ltte 94. 46. It 


were inſolent madneſs for us tv look to be carried thither 


upon our beds of Ivory ,.or from the noiſe of our __ : 
of 


and Viols, be immediately rapt into th? Choir of Ange 

8. This has bin ſo mach coalider'd by pious men, that 
they have Jookt upon their {ecu'ar prof perities with f:ar 
and jzaloufy, and' many have ſolemn'y —__ for crof- 
4es, as thinking thi m the neceflary atte 


then ſhonld that which was ſo defirable to them, app:ar 
fo formidable to us ? or why. ſhould we fo vehemently 
deprecate, what they ſo earneſtly invited ? If we indeed 
think it a privilege to be the ſons of God, and fellow heirs 


with Chriit, why do we grudsg at the condition ? The Ro- 


m2n Captain tells St, Paul, rhar he obtained the immuni. 


ties ef 2 Roman nith a great ſum, Adts 22. 28, and ſhall we 


expe& ſo much a nobler and more advantageous adoprion 
perfe&ly gratis? look that God ſhouid change his whole 
Oeconomy for our eaſe, give ys an Eternal Inheritance, 
diſcharged of thoſe Temporal Incumbrances himſelf has 
annexed to it ? This were ſure as uniuſt a hope as it would 
bea vain cne.. When David had rhat enſnared propoſal. 
made him, of being the. Kings ſon in Law, 1 Saw. 18 21 


he ſet ſuch a value upon the dignity , that he deſpited the - 


difficulty of the condition : and ſure we muſt have very 
low abjea ſon's, if when ſo infinitly a higher advancement 
-3s sincerely offer'd us, we can ſuffer any hardſhip to clivert 
us: In a word, Jet us remember that of the. Apoftle, if we 
ſuffer, we ſhall alſo reign with hm, 2 Tm. 2. 12. And rho our 
affliftions be in themſelves not jotous but grievous, yet 
when they are conſidered as the carneft of our future m- 
heritance, they Pur on another face, and may rather ena- 
mor then fright us. : | 
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Ys *| ointmenes, will not much be grieved with the affliftions of Joſeph, 
s. | Amos6. 4. Nay ſo neceſlary 1s our experienc2 towards our 
t commilera:ion, that we ſee *rwas thought a requiſite ac- 
Ir complifhmenr of nur High-Prieft (thar higheſt example of 
. unSounded compathon) and rherefore {auch the Apoſtle, It 
Th behoved him in, all things to be made like his brethren , that he 


y | m'ght be a merciful and fait5ful high prieſt in things perta'n ng. 
r to God, to make reconcilia7ion for toe fins of t he reople, fer in that 
y | be himfelf bath ſufered being tempted,he js ale a.'joto ſurc:r them 
1 that are tempted, Heb. 2. 17, 15. Bur if he whoſe mere ſeaſe 
S of our miſeries brought him down to us, choſe this expe- 
. | &dient toadvance his pity, how neceflary isit to vur putri- 
fied bowels ?- And {ince God has aſhon'd. our mercies tv 
our Brethren, as the ſtandard by which he will proporion : 


1- | his ro us, 'tis more ours then their advantage ro havethem 
enlarged : ſo that when by making us ralt of their cup,ac- 
quainring us with the bitter reliſh of their ſufferings , he 
prepares us to a Chriltian ſympathy with them, tis bur. a 


remoter - way of obliging and qualifying us for a more ®? 
ample por ion of his mercy. Nay beſides the profit, there - 7 
is. honor accrues to.us by ir. Compaſſion is one of th= beſt - . 
properries of our nature and zve unman our ſelves when we 
- Par ir off; nay more, 'tis an atcribure of the Divir.ity;.and 
| themorewe advance in .1t, the cloſer approach2s we make 
to him. And therefor2 we have all reaſonto bleſs hin for 
that ditcipline by which he promotes us-12 ſo-excellent, fo,: 
necefliry a grace. . | 
10, Afifth benefit of affliction, is,thar.it.is an 1mprove- 
| ment of Devotion, ſets us with more heariirefs ro cur 
Praiers. Whil'ſ Proſperity flows im upon vs,we bath our 
elves i.irs ftreams, bur are ve1y apt to forget urs ſources 
- »FY fou 
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| Parched,that our needmakes us do whar our gratirude would } 
[.. Not, trace our Þleffings up to the original ſpring, and both * 
 acknowledy and invoke him as the Author of all our good: 
This effedt of affliftions 1s obſerv*d by the Propher, Lord } 
in treuble have they viſited thee, they poured out q praier when thy |] 
; Chaſining was upon them, If. 26. 16. j 
appeal to every mans experience, whether his Praiers be- 
not more frequenr and more hearry too, when he is. under 
ſomdiftreſs. Then how importunate 
Petitions? how profuſe in our Vows and promiſes? ſaying 
with [/rael, Deliver us only we pray thee this day: and they put away 
the range Gods from among them, and ſerved the Lerd, Jud. 10, 
I5. I confels, *ris no- good indication. of our temper,that 
we need thus to be pur 1n the preſs ere we will yield anv _ 
thing, yer hince weare ſo difingennous, *ris a mercy in 
God ra adapt his methods ro us, to extort when we will] 


|  -leaſt toexa his tribute. Nor - do's he deſign the effe * 
of this ſhould ceaſe with the calamity that rais'd it but ex- * 
petts our compell'd addrefſes ſhould bring us into the way! - 
of voluntary-ones, and happily enſhare us into Piety.And 
indeed herein we are worſe then brutiſh if it do not, We : 

> think it a barbarous rudeneſs to ,engagE® a man 1m. obr | 

- - affairs, and as ſoon as we have ſerved our own turns, never - 

© take farther notice of him, Nay indeed the very beaſts _ 
may leQure us 1n this piece of Morality, many of thempay- 

- ny 2 fignal gratitude where they have received benefits ;;, 
and ſhall we not come up at leaſt ro their pitch? ſhall not 

- the endearment of our deliverance bring our detiverer into 

-  - ſome repuce & cohſideration-with us, and make us'defire 

--- to keep upan acquaintance and entercourſe with him? Yet 
if ngenuity work not with us, ler intereſt at leaft prevail, 
and the remembrance how-ſoon we may need him again, | 

+ admoniſh us nor to make our {elves trangers to. him. God 

- complains of Iſrael, Wherefere ſuy my people, we are Lords? ne 

. will come no more at thee, Jer, 2. 31. 
'tarenounce that dependauce by which alone they ſablifted | 


bim becauſe we haye had. adyantage by 1t. We have Ri | 


\ 


# 


| fo that God is fain to ftop the current, leave us dry and F 


And Tbelieve I may : 


not give; and if he can have no free- will-offering, yet at | 


A very inſolenr folly. | 


and no leſs willit be inany of us if weſtop our recourſe ta 7 


are we mn our | 


"FF SECT. VIIL Advantage of Afidtions. 
ind F affurance that theſame occafion ſhall not recur, bur with 
ald F what face can we then reſume that entercourſe which in the 
oth J interval we diſpiſed? So that if we have bur any ordinary 
od; F Providence »ve ſhail ftill ſo celebrate paſt reſcues, as to 
ord } continue in a capacity of begging more, and then we can- 
thy } not but alſo confeſs the benefit ofthoſe firtt calamities which _ 
ay {| infpirited our devotion, and taught us to pray in earneſt, | 
-_ will be aſhamed thar our thanks ſhould be atter'd in a 
Jer | fainter accent then our Peritions; or our daily Spiritual 
Yr 4 ' Concerns ſhould be more coldly ſolicited then our Tem- - 


Sol (2 WR 


ng poral accidential ones, 

pay | | 

oO, | 11. Nor is it notonly our devotion that is thas impro- 
Wt ved by our diſtrefizs, bur many other Graces; our Faith, 


our Hope, our Patience, ourChriſtian Sufferance and Forti- 
tud?, Ir 18 no triumph of Faith. to truit God for thoſe 
g00d things which he gives us in hand, this is rather tv 
walk by ſenſe then Faich, bur to rely on him m -the grea-- 
reitdeititution and 4g4:nft hope to believe in hope, this 18 the 
Faith of a true child of Abraham, and will be zmputed ro us 
( asIt was to him ) for righteouſneſs, Rom. 4. 23. So ado - 
our Patience owsall its opportunities of exerciſe tg 
Afflictions, and conſequently owes alſo a great part. of its 
being to them, for we know deſuecude will loſe habits, © * 
What imaginable uſe is there of Patience, where there is 
nothing toſuffer? In our. proſperous ſtate, we may indeed 
imploy our Temperance, our Humility, our Caurion 5 bur - } 
Patience ſeems then a uſeleſs Vertae : nay 11deed;for ought __ * 
we know, may be counterfeit, Till adverſity bring irs --* 
the teſt, And yet this 1s the mot glorious accompliſhment : 
of a Chriftian, that which moit eminently coforms him to - 7 
the Image of his Saviour, whoſe whole life was a perpetual 
exerciſe ofthis grace; and therefore we love- our eaſe too -* 
well if weare unwi}ling to buy this Pearl ar any price. © 
12, Laftly,our thankfalneſs is ( at leaft ought ro be) in- 
creaſt by vur diftreflſes. *Tis very natural for us'to r<f=& 7 
with value and efteem upon thoſe Blefhngs we have loft,, > 
and we too often do it to aggravare our . diſcontent: bur 2 
ſure the more rational uſe of 1t is to raiſe our thanifulneſs # 
for the time wherem we enjoied them, Nay not on our; 
: Ortr OLD 
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{o that God is fain to top the current, leave us dry andF 
 Parched,that our needmakes us do whar our gratirude wonld'F 
.. Not, trace our bleffings up to the original ſpring, and both'F 
 acknowledsg and invoke him as the Author of all our good; Þ 
This effect of aflictions 1s obſerv'd by the Prophet, Lord F 
in trouble have they viſited thee, they poured out q praier when thy 
; chaſining was upon them, T{a. 26. 16, And Tbelieve I may Þ 
appeal to every mans experience, whether his Praters'be* 
not more frequenr and more hearry too, when he 1s. under } 
ſomediftreſs. Then how importunate are we in our } 
Petitions? how profuſe in our Vows and promiſes? ſaymg | 
with [ſrael, Deliver us only we pray thee this day: and they put away 
the ſtrange Gods from among them, and ſerved the Lerd, \ud. 10, 
I5. I confels, *ris no. good indication. of our temper,that | 
we need thus to be pur in the preſs ere we will yield any _ 
thing, yer fince weare ſo diſingenuous, *tis a mercy in'$ 
God ta adapt his methods ro us, to extort when” we will: 
E notglive;and if he can have no free-. will-offering, yet at 
:  -leaft roexatt his tribute. Nor do's he deſign the effe@" 
- ofthis ſhould ceaſe with the calamity that-rais'd ir but ex. * 
| — 5: ' 
petts our compell'd addrefles ſhould bring us into the way : 


indeed herein we are worſe then brutifh-if it do not, We Þ 
think it a barbarous rudeneſs ro ,engagE a man 1n. or 1 
affairs, and as ſoonas we have ſerved' our own turns, never | 
rake farther norice of him, Nay indeed the veyy berfts ] 
may lecture us 1n this piece of Morality, many of thempay- * 
= - ng 2 fignal gratitude where they have received benefits ;;, | 
and ſhall we not comeup at leaſt ro their pitch? ſhall nor- 
| tke endearment of our deliverance bring our defiverer into. 
-  - ſome repue & cohſideration«with us, and make us'defire. 
to keep upan acquaintance and entercourſe with him? Yet 
F. ifingenuity work not with us, let intereſt at leaft prevail; ; 
and the remembrance how-ſoon we may need him again, 
»admoniſh us nor to make our ſelves ftrangers ro. him. God 
- complains of Iſrael, Wherefere ſay my people, we are Lords? nt 
will come no more at thee, Jer. 2. 31. A very infolenr folly. | 


of voluntary-ones, and happily enſnare us ihro Piery.And } 


'/rq renounce that dependauce by which alone they ſublifted 
_ and no leſs willit be inany of us ifweftop our recourſe ta 
bim becauſe we haye had. adyantage by it. We have oy 
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and F affirance that theſfame occafion ſhall not recur, bur with 
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duld'} what face can we then reſume thar entercourſe which in the 
oth'F interval we diſpiſed? So that if we have bur any ordinary 
0d; 4 Providence we ſhall ſtill ſo celebrate paſt reſcues, as to 
Cord Þ continue in a caPacity of begging more, and then we can- 


thy } not but alſo confeſs the benefit ofthoſe frtt calamities which _ 
nay | inſpirited our devotion, and taught us to pray in earneſt, - 
'be'F and will beaſhamed thar our thanks ſhould be atrer'd in a 
der | fainter accent then our Peritions; or our daily Spiritual 
our | ' Concerns ſhould be more coldly ſolicited then our Tem- - 
mg | poral accidential ones, 
way Þ | | 
10, | © 11, Noris it notonly our devotion that 1s thus inpro- . 
| ved by our diſtrefi-s, bur many other Graces; our Faith, 
our Hope, our Patience, ourChriftian Sufterance and Forti- 
tuds, Ir is no triumph of Faith. to truit God for thoſe 
good things which he gives us in band, this is rather tv_ 
walk by ſenfe then Farch, but to rely on him in -the grea-- 
tel deitirution and 4garnſt hope to. believe in hope, this 18 the 
Faith of a true child of 4braham, and will be imputed to us 
( as it was to him )for righteouſneſs, Rom. 4. 23. So : 
our Patience owsall its opportunities of exerciſe rg Or 
Afflictions, and conſequently owes aiſoa great part. of its 
being to them, for we know deſuecude will loſe habits,  ? 
What imaginable uſe 1s there of Patience, where there is 7} 
nothing roſuffer? In vur vroſperous ſtate, we may indeed 
imploy our Temperance, our Humuity; our Caution 3 bur 


3:4 Patience ſeems then a uſeleſs Vertae : nay i1deed;for onght ._ ? 
ot'f we know, may be counterfeit, Till adverſity bring irs --* 
to} theteſt, And yet this 1s rhe mott glorious accompliſhment :. 
re] of a Chriſtian, that which moſt eminently coforms him to 2 
et | the Imageof his Saviour, whoſe whole life was a perpetual 
ly. exerciſe ofthis grace; and therefore we love our eaſe too 
n, | well if weare unwiJhng to buy this Pear] ar any price. - | 
d 12, Lattly,our thankfulneſs is ( at leaft ought ro be) in- | 


creaſt by our diftrefles, *Tis very natural for us'to r<f=Rt ©: 


ve 

Y. with value and efteem upon thoſe Blcflings we have loft, 

d and we too often do it to aggravate our . diſcontent: bur 7? 

beep 

0 
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ſure the more rat1onal uſe of 1t istoraiſe our thankfulneſss 
for the time wherem we enjoied them, Nay not onle our 
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-we may reap from them. If we will perverſly caſt them a« 
way, thar unworthy contemt paies no ſcores, for we will 
ftand anſwerable in Gods account for the good he defign'd 
azd we might have had by it, and we become liable to a 


new charge for our ingratitude in thus d4eſpiſing the chaſtiſe. } 


ments of the Lord, Heb. 12 5. 


_ formere1joiments, but even our preſ=enr deprivations de. F 
- ferve our gratitude, if we conſider the happy advantages} 


*, 


* And now if all theſe benefits of athitions( which are: 
yet 


but imperfectly recited) may be thought worth conf1- 
dering, it cannot but reconcile vs to the ſharpeſt of Gods 


methods;unleſs we will own our ſelves ſuch mere Animals, . | 


as to have no other apprehenſtons then- wh 1c our bodily 
ſenſes convey to us. For ſure he that has reaſon enough to 
underſtand that he has au immortal ſoul,.cannot but affent 
- thar its intereſt ſhould be ſerved, tho with the diſplacency: 
of his fleſh. Yet even in regard of that, our murmerings. 
are oft very unjuft, for we do many times ignorantly pre- 
madg Gods defigns towards us even in Temporals,who fre- 
quently makes little rratſient une afineſs the paſſage to ſe. 
cular felicities, Moſes when he fl:d out of Egypt, probably 
Ie thought that he ſhould return thither a God unto P ha-. 
rao, Exod. 4. 16 and as little did Foſeph when he was 
brouCht thither a flave, that he was to be a Ruler there: yer 


 asdiftantas thoſe ſtates were, the Divine Providence had 


ſoconneQed rhem, thar the one depends upon th2 other . 
And c:rrainly we may ofren- obſerve the Itke over-ruling 
hand in our own diftrefles, that thoſe events which wekhave 
+ entertained with the'gr2areft regrer,have in the con{equzn- 
-* ces bin very beneficial to us... 

* 14. To conclude, we have certainly both from ſpecula- 
on and experience, abundant matter to cainy, all 
: our diſquizts, to ſatisfy our diftruſts, and tre--fix 
+ 10s an; entire. refination ro Gods diſpoſals, who 
* has defigns- which we cannot penetrate, but none 
* Which we need fear, unleſs we our ſelves pervert 


: them. We have our Sayiors word for it, that be will not 
give us 4 ſtone when me ashed bread, nor a. Scorpion when ne - 45k, 4 


F% 


—— 
Sens 


w- - 
PY WT are 


OBY En op te pn PRICE EE ot ad aa , , w 
we mn 4 ES. bs pat” SILOBS %2 OIL 4 15s 

wb SE So ee HE Y, 
PEN; # 5 # 


Aﬀth 


5 #, Matth. 7, 9. Nay his love ſecures us yet farther from 
4 theerrors of own wild choice, and do's not give us thoſe 
ſtones and ſcorpions which we impertune for. Let us then 
\; | leaveour concerns to him who beſt knows them and make 
4. Þ ixour ſole care to entertain his dif penſatiens with as much 
- | tubmiit on andduty, as he diſpences them with love and _ 
| wiſdom. And if we can but do ſo,we may dare all the pow, * 
{Fer of Earth: and Hell too, to make us miſerable: for be our 
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© | #flictions whar they can, we areſtre they are bur what we 
{| in ſome reſpett or other need; be they privarive or poſitive 
” | the want of what wewiſh, or the ſuffering of what we wiſh: 


not, they are the diſpoſals of him who cannot err, and we- 
ſhall finally have cauſe ro-ſay with the Plalmiſt, 72 is gagd: 
for me that. [ bave been aflifted, Pſalm. 119. 71. | 
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CRCT.AH 


Of our Misfortunes eompared with other . 
mens. 


E come now to impreſs an equally juſt and uſe- 
fall confideration, wo comparing our Mist9r- 
tunes with thoſe of other mens: and he- that 
does that, will certainly fee1o little cauſe to think himſelf 
fingular, that he will not find himſelf ſaparlative in cala- 
muaty; for there 1Sno man livirg thar can with r-aſon affirm 
hunſelf to be the very unhappieſt man, thzre being innu- 
merable 4iftrefleſs of others which he knows nor of, an 
_ conſequently cannot bring them in balance with-his owhl 
A multitude of m-n there are whoſe perſons he knows not 
and eyen of thoſe he does, may be mucha ſt:anzzr to their 
diftrefſes; many forrows may ie at the heart ef hym who 
carries a ſmiling face, and many a man has bin an obvjett 
gf envy to thoſe why loo% bur on the ſurfice of his ſtate,” 
who yet to thoſe who know his privzte ericts appears 
more worthy of compaſſhon, And ſure this confaſed uncer- 
tain-eftimate of other mens aMiions, may divert us from 
all loud our-cries of our own. Solon ſeeing a friend ' much 


opprelt with grief, carried him up to a Town rhat over- | 


lookt the Ciry of 4thens,and ſh-wing him all che Buildings 
faid to him, confider how many ſorrows have, do, and fhall 
in futur2 Ages inhabit undzr a!l thoſe roots, and do not vex 
thy ſeif with rhoſ2 inconveniencies which ire common 
to mortality. aS.1f they w:re only vours. And fire fv 
gc0 
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- [good advice: for ſuffering is almoſt as inſeparable an ad- 


CT. IX. . Miſfortunes compard 


7 
——_— 


-nct of our narure, as dying 1s: yet we do-not ſee men 
yery aPt to imbitter their whole lives by the fore-fight that 
they mnft die, but ſeeing it. a thing as univerſal as inevi- 
table, they are more forward to take np the Epicures reſ0- 
lation, Let us eat and drink, for to morrow we die, 1.Cor.15.32. 
And why ſhould we not look upon affliftions alſo as the 
common lot of humanity, and we take the advantages, fo 
be:conrent to bare the incumbrances of that ſtate? 

2. Bur befades thar implicite allowance that-1s thus to be - 
made for the unknown calamiries of others,if we ſurvey bur 
thoſe rhar lie, open and viſible to us, the moſt of us ſhall 
find enough to difcounterance our complaints. _Who1s 
there thar when he has moſt ftudiouſly recolleed his mile- 
Ties, may notfind ſome or other that appareutly equals, 
if not exceeds him? He that ftomacs his. own being con- 


*remn'd and ſlighred, may ſee another perſecu;ed and. op- 


preft. He that groans under ſome oy pain, may, jee, .a- 
nother aMitted with (harper: aud even he that has the moſt 
acute torments in his body,may ſee another more fadiy.cxu- 
cated by the agomes of his mind, So rhat if we would but 
look about us, we ſhould fee ſo many foreign occaſions of 
-our Pity, that we ſhou!d beaſham'd to confine 1t wholly.to. 
our ſelves. | 
3. It will perhaps be ſaid, rhat this cannot be umverſally 


true, for thar there muſt -in comparative degrees be. ſome 


loweſt ftate of miſery: I grant 1:, bur {till char Rate coniHs. 
not in ſuch an dvichle point, char any.- one perſon can 
'have theincloſure; or if ic do, rwill be ſo--hard | for any, to 
diſcern who that one perſon 18, tha: 4need defire no. fairer 
a compoſition, then to have every man ys cn his repin-. 
ings, till he can evince his title. But alas, there are bur. few 
that can make any approaches toſucha pretence: for. tho 
if we advert to mens complaints, we ſhould think all de- 
grees of compariſon were confounded, and every.man were 
equally the greareſt ſufferer; yer certainty in: the truth; of 
things *ris nothing ſo: for( not to repete - what was before 
m<ntian/d, that protably no man is miferable m-any-. pro- 
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take thoſe they brought, then to yenture upon anew divi= 


d-nd And indeed he had reaſon for his ſuppoſition; for - 
conſidering how great a part of many mens afflidtions are | 


of their own makeing, fictious and 1maginary, they ma 


juſtly fear leaſt they ſhould exchange fearhers for lead, 


their own emty ſhadows for the rea! and preffins calamities 


of others, and cannot bur think it beft to fit. down with || 
t heir own,which ſerves their declamations as we!.,and heir” | 
eaſe much better. We oft ſee men ata little miſ-ſhaping of 
2 garment, a ſcarce diſcernable error in their Cook, or } 
theirgſhorteft mmterraption ur their ſports, in ſuch trans. | 


{porrs of trouble, as if they were the moſt unfortunate 

men inthe World ; yet for-all thar you. ſhall hardly: per- 

fwade thzm- ro change with him whoſe courſe clothmgs 

ſuperſedes all care of the faſhion, whoſe appetite was ne- 

ver diſappointed for want of fawce, and whoſe- perpernal 

pe moves him inſens1ble what the defeat of ſport s1gni-" 
ES, 


4. Nay even where the exchange ſeems more equal, : 


where the affliftions are on both s1des ſolid and ſubſtanti- 
al, yer a prudent. man would ſcarce venture apon the bar- 
ter, *Tis no ſmall advamage to know. whar we have to 
conreſt with, ro have - experimented the word of 1:S at- 
raques, by which. we become better able to guard aur 
ſelves: buta-new evil. comes with the force of a ſurpriſe, 
and finds us open and diſarmed. Ir 13 indeed almoſt a mi-- 
racalous power that caftom. has m. reconciling us to things 
* otherwiſe diſpleasiag ; al our ſenſes are r1ught to remit 
of their aversion by familiarity with ungraretul objects: 
- that uzly form which at firft makes us tart, by uſedevelts 
- t$ terror,..and we reconcile our ſelves to harſh ſounds _ 


Portion to the utmoſt deree of poſſibility )the remark; Te [i 
unhappy are veryfar the leſs number.And paffionately fox. X 


ever men exaggerate their Calamiges, yet perhaps in their: 


x 
- + 


I 
.+ 


Ko 
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ſober mood,they will ſcarce change ftates with thoſe whom Je 
they profeſs to think mor2 happy then themſelves. It was 
the ſaying of Socrates, that if their Were a common. bank” 
made of all mens troubles, moſt men would rather chuſe tg 
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eff2& npon. our mind5, the moſt fiercecalamiries do by ac- 


acquaintance grow more traftable ; ſo that he that ex- ' 


[chanzesan old one for a nw, dozs but bridg a wild Lion 
:mto his houſe inſtead of a tame: 1t may for onghr he 
knows immediatly tear him in pieces, but ar leaſt muſt 


cot him a great deal of pains ro render ir gentle famil1. . 


ar,and certainly no wiſe man would wiſh co make ſuch 


[a-bargain. , 


5. By all this 1 t appearsthar how extravagantly ſoever 
we aggravate our own calamities and exrenuare, other 


'1mens, we dare not upon r-co!leftion ftand to onrown efti- 


mite, add what can be faid more in prejudice of our dif- 
contznts ? 'T1s4 granted maxim that every man muſt have 


+ affliftions, man that is horn of a woman, ſaies Fob, is of few years 
Ted full of troubje , To> 13; 4. and we mult reyerſe Gods 
Thndimental law, before we can hops for a total exemrion. 
jAll thar any man canaſpir? to, 1s to have butan equalſhare 


with others, and the generality of men have fo, ar leaſt 
none can prove he has not fo; and till he can, his mur- 
murs will ſure be very unjuſtifiable, - eſpecially when. they 
have this convincing circumſtance agamft them, thathe 
dares not upon ſober thoughts change his aMittions wich 


{moſt of his neighbours, Heis an 1] member of a commu. 


nity, who in publick affeſments would ſhufl2 off all pay- 


-Iments : and hz is no better, who 1m this common tax God 


has laid upon our nature, 1s nor content to bear his 
ſhare, 

6. And tra'y won'd we bur cansider that in a!l our ſuf- 
rings nothing befals us but whar 1s common to our kind, 
hay which is extremely exceeded by many within the 
vergenf our own.obſervation, we muſt be ſenc2leſly par- 
tial tro be imparient. The 'Apoſtlerhoughr jt a competent 
conſolation for rhe firſt Chriitians , that there had no-temta- 
tion befallen them but what was common to men , 1 Cor. 10. 13. 


and we berray very extravagant opinions of our ſelves if. 

It be not ſo to us. Indeed twas ſcarce poffible for us ro be” 

{ unſacisfied, as the greateſt part of us are, dad weinthe- 
COW 


_3 2s c ed OE "y " EP . 
ono 5 - by he ako 3 ot "VII 
Wen 


The Art of Contentment. 


___— 


a x7 31 
« ER 


comparing our ſelyes with others, proceed with any tals 
rable mgenuity. ; ; . 3 
7. But alas we are very falacious and deceitful. in the 
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Point, we 4o net compare the 200d of others with .ourr 
g00d,nor their eyil;with qur evilbut with an envious curiohiy 
we amaſs together all the deſirable circumſtances of ours. 
neighbors condition , and with as prying diſcontent we/- 
ranſack all our grievances , and confront to them. This Þ. 
is ſo infincere «a way of proceeding , as the moſt ors 
dinary undexrftanding - can derett. | I& I ſhould wager that 4; 
my arm were- longer then another mans , and for tryal. þq: 
meſure 'my arm with his finger, he muſt be ſtupidly: [4 
filly, that ſhould award for-me ; and yer this were not |. 
a grofler cheat, then that which we put upon our ſelveszzþ 
in our compariſons with others; And tis a little, 
ſtrange to obſerve unto' what various purpoſes we can'Þs. 
apply this one thin piece of Sophiftry , for when web 
compare our n2ighbors and . our ſelves in point. of mo- {y 
''rality.,, we do but reverſe the, fallacy , and preſently. Jp 
make his vices as much exceed ours, as our calamb; þ 
nies.did his in the other inftance. They are. indeed; [6 
both / great violencies to reaſon apd juſtice , yet the las [y 
rer 1s ſure the pleaſanter kmd of deceit. A man has: ſhi 
ſome joy in thinking himſelf J-ſs wicked then his neigh-"Ife, 
bor , but what imaginable comfort can he take in think-' bj 
ins: himſelf more miferable ? certainly he that would Jo 
ſubmit ro a couſenage \, had much better ſhifr rhe ſcene,” ſhe 
and think his ſuff-rings leſs then they. are, rather then; } 
more ; for finc2 opinion is 'the thing that uſually ſetsgy- | 
edg upon our calamities , it might-be a profitable des? jth; 
ceit that could” fteal that from us. - oP 
8. But we need not blindfold our ſelves if - we would: 
but . uſe our ejes aright , and 'ſee things in thetr- true Jy 
ſhapes ; and if we did thus , what. a ftrange turn would: [q 
there be in the common eftimates of 'the world? How: 
many of the gilded troubles of greatneſs , which men 
at a diftance look on with ſo mnch admiration an1 defire, 


would then be as much contemned as nov they are courted- | 
| com-' 
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t 2 mpetency would thenget the better of abundance,and the 
\ $0 cnyied poup of princes, when balanced with the cares 
og (0d hazards annexr, would be ſo fat from a bair, that 
of $2 like Saul, x Sam. 10.22. would hide themſelves from 
ne preferment ; and he that underiocd the weight,would 
| —_ acher ch30oſe to weild' a Flayle then a: Scepter : yerſo 
This Pduhly are we beſotted with the glittering appea - 
ance of things ,, that, we conclude felicity mult needs 
24 vel where there 1s 2 magnificent Portico , and be- 
that b3s pofſett- with this fancy we overlook her 11 our own 
ryal. jumbler cortages, -where, ſhe would more conſtantly re- 
idly. Ide, 1f ſhe could but find us at home : but we are com- 
"0X thonly engag'd in a rambling purſuit of her where ſhe is 
"53Mfeldomeſt robe found, and. in the interim mils of ker-at 
tle? her own - doors... | 
ary; Indeed there js ſcarce a greater folly or unhappineſs 
webs : S rdt] | 
Jnctdent ro mans nature , then this fond admiration of 9- 
-Ither mens enjoiments, and contempt of our own. And 
uly.. whilſt we have thar' humour, it will -ſupplant not only: 
mr. tor preſent } but ati poſſibilities of our future, content : 
eed, by tho we could, draw to our ſelves all thoſe” things for 
la-. which we envy others, we. ſhould have no ſooner made. 
12s: fthem our-own, then they. will grow deſpicable and nau- 
en Jeous to us. This is a ſpecularion which has bin atteſted by 
mw Junumerable experiments, there being nothing more fre. 
uld quent, then to ſee men with impatient eagernets, nay of- 
tea with. extreme hazards -purſye thoſe wr; which 


mn When they have them, they are immediatly fick of, - There _ 
#9 is fcarce any man that may not give. himſe}f inftances 'of 


Ithis in his own parcicular.and yet ſo fatally ſtupid arewe, 
that - no defeats will diſcipline us,or take us off from thoſe 


alſe eftimates of other mens happineſs. And truly while 


We Fre tare cur compariſons fo unequally, they; arcy 8h; unh4 
1d thievous as the common proverb ſpeaks them odious : but 


W- [if we would beginfat the right end, and look with as much 
en {compaſſion on the adyerfities of our brethren, as we do 
©, [ith envy on their proſperities,every man would find cauſe. 
' [to fir down eontentedly with his own burden, and confeſs 
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rhat he bears bur rhe prorortionable ſhare of his commanyee 
natur2, unleſs perhaps ir be where ſome extraordmary ag 
m?rits of his own have added to the weighr;and in thai 
caſe he has morereaſon to admire his aMiQtions are ſo trenppe”. 
then ſo many. And certainly every man knows ſo manyjjſ#f 
more ills by himſelf, then it 1s poffible for him ro do by ap 
norher, that he that really ſees himfelf exceed others mn map 
" ſufferings, will find cauſe enough to think he do's ” 4 
ally, Ks 2 
10. But if we ſtretch the compariſon beyond our 
temporariss, and look back to the genzrarions of "old Ji 
we fhall have yet farther cauſe ro acknowledg Gods JE 
great indulgence tcus. Abraham tho the friend of Gogh: 
was Nor -exemted froth ſevere trials ; he was fir made | 4 
to wander from his Country, and betake himſelf rouge,” 
kind of 'vaggant Ii. was along time ſuſpended from 
the blefing of his defired off-ſpring, and when at laſt higf- 
beloved Iſaac wa obtained, it cauſed a domeſtic jarr, wiz? rf 
he was fain ro compoſe by the expulſion of __ » tho BITE 
fon alſo. Burt what a conteſt may we think there was WR 
his own bowels , when that rigorous task was impoſes I 
on him of ſacrificing his Ifaac 7 anT tho his faich glorioullf' Þ 
rriumphe over it, yet ſure there could not b2 a greater ex 
preſ's npon human nature. David the man afterGo1s ow þ 
hearrtis 10 leſs fignal for his afflitions then for. his tety,he” 4 
was for a gteat while an exile from hisCountry,and(which 
he moſt bewailed } from the Sanftuary by the perſecuti-” Þ 
ons of Saul : and after he was ſecled in that throne to which 7. 
Gods immediate affiznation had inticled him,what a ſucces. Þ. 
fon of calamities had he in his own family,the ou | 
rape of his Daughrer, the retaliation of that by the as utl» | 
natural murder of 4mmon, and thar ſeconded by another ot 
leſs barbarous conſpiracy of 4bſelom againſt himſelf, his 
expulſion from Feruſalem”, the bale revi'ings of Shimej, ang" 
finally the loſs of that dearling ſon in the a&@ of his fin.” © 
A cluſter of afflictions in compariſon whereof rhe moſtof Þ* 
ours are but like the gleanings ( as the Prophet ſpeaks ) a= |. 
ter the vintage 15 don, I were indeed endietFro mn 
| — 
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So all-che ſeveral Fore-fathers of our Faith before chriſts 
jearnaricn, tne Apoſtle gives us a brief, but very com- 
aehenſive compendium of their ſufferings, They had trial 


| 
Wer vel meckings and ſcourgings vea moreover , of bonds and im- 
2 onmerits : they were ſtoned, ſawn aſunder , were temted, were 
by abu with the ſword. they wandred about in ſheep-skins being de- 
in hi Wtote, afliGed , tormented: they wandred i adeſe ts and in moun- 
ns , and in dens, and in caves of the earth, Heb. 11. 36, 37, 
38. And if we look on the Primitive Chriſtians, we ſhall 
onr{fethem pertettly the counterparc to them,thelr privileges 
F olq ÞmSifted not in any immuninies from calamiries ; for their 
Gods bole lives were ſcenes of ſufferings, St. Paul gives us 
God account of his own, 77 labors more abundant, tm firipes above 
nade ere , in priſens mere frequent , indeaths oft: of the Jews frue 
T__ k s received 1 fortyſtripes ſave one, Thrice was1 beaten with 

6s, once was 1 ſtaned, thrice 1 ſuffer'4 ſhipmrack,, a night an 


oY day have 1 bin inthe deep, in journying often, &c. 2. Cor. 
Lie 23, and if his single A—— roſe thus high, what 

Wy w2 think the whole ſum of a!l © his fellow-laborers 
in. Mounted ro together , with thatnoble Army of marryrs 
+ ho ſealed their faith with their blood; of whoſe  ſaffer- 
iy 123 -Eccleſiaſtic hiſtory gives us ſuch aſtoniſhing rela- 
ir. And now being compaſſed about with ſo great .a cloud of 
"itneſes, the Apoſtles inference is very 1rrefragable, let us 
Jurwith patience the race which is ſet befcre us, Heb. 12. 1, 2. 
"Pat yer 1t1s more ſo, if we proceed on to that consideration 
+ It adjoins Looking unto Jeſus Author and fiimſher of our faith , 
6a. $0 for the joy that was ſet before-him, endur'd the croſs, deſpiſing 
 P*/hame,verſe 3, Indeed if we contemplate him in the 
3 pbole courſe of his life, we ſhall find him rightly filed by 
- the Prophet 4 man of ſerrows, Iſai. 51. And as if he bad 
\ Darged himſelf with all onr gricfs as well as our $ins, there 
+ pſcarce any buman calamity which we may not find ex- 
n,” Mplified in him. Do's any Gagan of the the Jownelſs 
of 18d poverty - of his condition? Alas his whole life was 
f- | Rare of indigence : he was forced to be an inmate 
ce fith the beaſts, he laidin a table at his birth, and ws 
m | _ Bm 
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himſelf profeffes that he had not here to lay bus head \, Tali 
9. 58 Is any oppreft with infamy. and reproach lth 
may fee his Savior accus'd as a glutton and a mine-bibbeng Was 
Luxe 7. 34. 4 Blaſphemer , |oh. 10. 32. a Sorcerer, Mat, " 
I2. 24. 4 perverter of the nation, | Luk. 23. 2. yeawpth 
ſuch a ſordid lowneſs had they ſunk his repute, tharf{fv 
ſeditious thief and murderer was thought the mors eligelit 


ble perton rot this man but. Berabbas, Joh. 18. 40. andÞhi 


finally all this ſcene of indignities clos'd with the pi zhiful fy 
pageantry of mockery attedby the ſoldiers, Mar 27. 25: andVite 
the yet more barbarous inſu]rings of priefts&ﬆ Scribes;vaſeÞar 
41.Is anymandeſpitcddeſerted by his country-men,thought}d 
frantic by his frienls berraied by one of his diſciples.at Ne 
don'd by all unlefs that one who followed him longeſt E 1 J; 
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6 
renounce him the moſt ſhamfully bya three- 
abjuration. Nay what -1s infiniely more then this., hh 
ſeem'd. deſerted by God alſo, as is witnefſed by that dokFM 
ful exclamarion, My God, my Ged, why haſt thou forſaken ?Fpl 
Mar. 27. 64: Is any diffarisfied with his hard-ſhips or-la-Ith 
boriouſneſs of his life ? let him remember his - Saviashr 
was nat a life of delicacy | or, eaſe - ; he was ney 
enter'd-in thoſe Academies of / luxury, where men are garÞrat 
peouſy apparel'd and live delicatly , Luk. 7 25, bur be wht 

rought under the mean roof of-a Carpenter, and coh ' int 
ſequently ſubjected to all the Jownels of ſuch an educacimFt 
- His inittation to his Prophetic office was with the mirad-Ffin 
lous ſeverity of a 40. daies faft, and in his diſchargeFer 
of it, we find: hin in perpetual labors , ge;ng «bout -doingh 
good Att. 10. 30. and tharnot in triumph, like a pritcefſo: 
beſtowing his largefles, but inweary pergrinarions, neverFlai 
ridins bur once, and that only upon a borrow'd beaſt auÞ&c 
to fulfil a prophecy, Mat. 24. Do's any man groan under tharp gi, 
'and acure pains; ler him conſfider:what his redeemer.endur-J 
ed, how in his infancy as circumciſion he offer'd the firſt | + 
fruirs,as antearneſt of tharbloody vintage when he trod the[ 
 — wine preſs elone-Ifaiah 63: 3. Ler him attend him throall} 
the ſtage of his direfu] paſhon,and behold his arms pinign'd 
with rough coffs, his head ſinote with 2 reed, and io an 
wib | 
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LnSwirch his crown of thorns, his back ploughed wich thoſe 
1 Bbrs farr ows ( Pla). weo. 3.) theſcourges had made ? his 
bleEmcerared feeble body oppreſt with the weight of his croſs 
Mathand at la rackr and extended on ir; his Hands and feer , 
ea\mEthoſe nervous and conſequently moſt ſenſible parts tranſ- 
thartÞfixt wich nailes, his. whole body fattned to that accurſed 
ell geFtree, and expoſed naked to the -air ma cold ſeafyn ; 


Misfortunes compar'd, 


— 
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&Fhis throat parched with thirſt and , yer- more afflited 
:haufwich that vinegar anq4 gall wherewtth , they pre. 
;. andtend 24 ro r2l1eve him; and finally þis life 'expiring 
yaſlpamidift the: full ſenſe of theſe accurate torments. Laftly 
onghtÞdo's any man labor under the bittereſt ofall ſorrows, im- 
tban-Fportunate remtarions to,.or a wounded ſpirit for fin? even 
t-,thhere alſo he may find chat he has an high Prieſt who hath 
folk bin touched with the ſenſe of his infirmities, Heb. 4. 15, He 
>.» lefwas violently affaulred with a ſucceſſion of remrtations , 
; daleFMar.\ 4. and we cannot doubr but Satan would on him em- 
mFploy the utmoſt of his skill. Nor was he leſs oppreſt with 
Yr-@:Fthe burden of fin, ours I mean, thonot his own. What 
viogtmay we think where his aparehenfions in the Garden, when 

yefhe ſo earneſtly deprecated thar which was his | whole er. 
> g#rfrand into the world-? Whar a dreadful preffure was that 
_Wpwhich wruns from him that bloody ſwear, and caft him 
y into that inexplicable agony, the horror whereof was 
11MÞbeyond the comprehenſion of any but his who felt it ? And 
raW-ffmally how amazing was the ſenſe of divine wrath, which 
argefextortel thar ftupendous complaint, that frong cry on the 
deinghcroſs, Heb. 5. 75 the ſharpaccenit whereof if ir do a right 
riefound on our hearrs muſt certainly quite overwhelm our. 
Ever Hlondeft groans ? And now certainly I may ſay with Pilate, 
t and Ecce homs b*hold th2 man , or rather with a more © 
nuP Fdivine Author, Behold 3f ever there were ſorrows, Lam. 
1. 12. like unto þ1s ſorrows 
on 


e112, And (ure it were but a reaſonable inference, that 
altwhich we find made by Chriſt himſelf 5fzhe thing be dou 
Wling green tree, what ſhall be donin the dry? Luk. 23. 31.1f 
Nan imputarive guile could nouriſh ſofcorching aflame, 
pull dowa ſo ſevere a wrath, what can we expett who are 
merely 
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ours, and have lefrus only ſuch a ſhare, as may evidence 
our relacion to our crucifhed Lord : ſuchas may ſerve ur- 
ly tor badgesand cognizances to whom we rerain. For 
alas, let the moſt afflicted of us weigh our forrows with 


his, whoabſurdly unequal with compariſon appcar ; And 


therereforeas the beſt expedient to baifle ouc mutinies, 
ro ſhame us our of our repmings, ler us ofren draw this an- 
even parallel, confront our petty unzaſinefſes wirh his uns 
ſpeakable torments; and ſure t18 impoſſible but our ad. 
miration and gtatirude mult ſupp:ant our impatiznci:s, 

1}. This 18 the method to which th- Apoitle d:rects us; 


merely made up of combuſtible matrer , whoſe properÞi 
erfonal fins cry for v=ngeance ? Syre were we to jadgF- 
y kuman meſures, we ſhould reckon to have more then} 

a double porridn of our Saviors ſuffering entail'd upon us; 

yet ſuch 18 the efficacy of his, that have commuted for | 


{ 


Conſider him that endured ſuch contradifion of ſinners againſt him | 


ſelf, Teft you be weary and faint in your minds, ye have nct yet 
refiſted unto bloed Aeb. 12.34. Was he contradicted, and ſhall 
we expect tobe humor'd and compii'd with? Did he ref 


to blood and ſhall we. think thole pretlares mrollerable, ' 
which force only a few tears from us? This 1s ſuchan | 
unmanly + niceneſs, as utterly makes us unfit to fol-:Þ 

Agr coi What a ſoldier: 
is h2 like ro make, that will take no ſhare of: 
the hazards and hardſhips of his Gen-ra!? Honeſt * 


low. th: Captain of our $2 


Uriah would not takethe lawful ſolaces of his own houſe 


upon the conſideration that his Lerd Feab ( tho but his fel- 


low ſabje&t) lay in a camp in the open fields, 2 Sams 11,11. bby 
tho he was ſen: by him from theCamp. And ſhall we bately 


forſake ours in purſuir cf our eaſe? He 1s of a degenerous 


ſpirit, whom the example of his ſuperior will not animate, 
Plutarch tells us that Cato marching through the deſarts, 
was ſo diftreſt for water, that a ſmall quantity was brought. 
to him in a helm=t as a grear prize, which he refuſeig 
b-cauſe he could not help his ſoldiers to rhe like,they were 
f& tranſportzd with thar generoliry, thar it extinguitht the 
| ſenſe of their thirſt, and they were aſhamed to company 
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rÞ of what their Leader voluntarily endur'd for thetr ſakes, 
8F And ſurely we ex remely difcredir our inftirution, if we 
hetFcannot equal their my, and follow ours with 4s great 

| alacrity thro all the difficulties he has traced bufore us, 
for Þ and for us. I OP $4 | 
nce{ 14. Nor ler ts think to excnſe our ſelves upon the impo- 

| tency of onr fl th, which wanrs the aſh:itance which his d+ 
For Þ vinity gave him for the plea 1s ſuperſeded by the fore- 
1th] mention'd examples of the Saints, m2n of like paſſions wich- 
\nd } us, who not only patiefitly, bur Jarfully endar'd all tribu- 
&, | lations; by which it appears 1: 1s not1mpoſſiÞle ro our na» 
at | ture,w1th thoſe aids of grace which are common to as with 
ute | them for certainly the difterznce berween them and us, is 
ad- | not ſo much'in the degrees of the aids, as in the deligence 
» | of employing them.Let us therefore, astheApoſtle adviſes 
lift up the hands which hang dcwn, and the feeble knees, Reb, 12, 
Þ 12. and with a noble emulation follow theſe heroic pat- 
yet | terns they hayz ſet us. And fince we ſee that even thoſe - 
all | Favorites of heaven , have ſimnarted fo ſeverely, 
aft | let us never dr2am of an immunity ; but when ever 
le, | we find our ſelves inclinmg to any ſuch flattering hope,le 
an | every one of us upbraid our ſelves m thoſe terms the Fews 
ol=:} did our Saviour, Art thou greater than Abraham, and the Pro> 
b-ts, whom makeſt thou thy ſelf? Joh, $8, 52. Nay wemay Je 
ot | fcend lower and take in not only all the inferior Saints of 
kt ] formzr rimes, bur all thoſe our contemporarics in ſufferings 
whichare moſt within our view, and may ask:the-Apoſtles 
el- | quetion, what then? are web. tter then the? Roms 3. 9. Tf'we 
ea | think we are, tis certain we are ſo much worſe by that im 
ly | ſolence; and if we confeſs we are not, upon what{ſcore ca 
us | we pretend to be better treated ? To conclade, ler vs not 
te. | Pore only upon our peculiar evils, but attentively look 
ts, | about ns, and conftder what others endure: and fince i 
ht; | frolicks we can ſport our ſelves: with many uneafinefies 
iZ | for company ſake, ler us not be inore paſillanimous in Vat 
re | ſoberer moods, but every man cheerfully take his turn in - 
Ie | bearing the common burden of mortality , till we paroff 
N | both ic and irs appendages together, when this mortal - 
of | {hall pur on immortality, 1 Cor, 15. 54s 
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SEC 1. 


Of particular Aids for the gaining of Con- 


tentmmept. 


FD. WW; E havenow paſt thro all thoſe confiderations *| 
we at firſt propoſed, and may truſt the con- 


fidering Reader to make his own colleQti- 


ons: yet. becauſe impatience 1s the vice that has bin all - 


this while arraigned, I am to fore-ſee if poffible , thar 
thoſe who have the greateſt degree of that, may be the 
leaſt willing to attend the whole proceſs; and therefore I 
think it may not be amiſs, for their eaſe to ſuit and requce 
_ all intoſome $hort direQtons and rules for the acquiring 


contentment. 


2. The firſt and moſt fundamental is, the mortifying our 
ride, which as itis the ſeminary of moſt ſins, ſo eſpecial- 
y. this of repining. 'Men thar are highly opinion'd of 


themſelves are commonly unſarisfiable : for how well ſoe- 


yer they are treated, they ſtill think it shorr of their me- 


rits, Princes have often experimented this in thoſe who: + 


have done rhem ſignal ſervices ; bur God finds it in thoſe 
who have done him none, and we expet he ſhall ditpenſe 


to us according to thoſe falſe eſtimares we put upon our | 


ſelves. Therefore he that. aſpires to Content, muſt firft 
take truer meſures of himſelf, and conſider that as he was 
nothing till God E2ve him a being, ſo all that he can pro- 
eing, is Gods by original right, and 

there- 
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ever he receives , 15 till upon the account of a new boun- * 
ty.; and tocomplain that hz has no more, 15 like the mur-" 
murs of un:han'tul debtor, who would ſtill encreaſe thoſe 
{cores which he knows he can never pay. - 


3. In the ſecond place, let every man conſider how ma- 
ny blefſiags (notv. ithitanding his no claim to-any) he dai- ". 
ly enjoies : and wh-ther choſe he ſo impatiently raves af- 
ter be not nach inferior to them. Nay let him ask his 
own heart whether he would quitall choſe.he has, for them 
hs wants; and if he wou'd not ( as I ſappoſe no man in 
his wits-wou'd, thoſe wits being par: of the barter)ler him 
chen mdg how unreaſonable his repinings are, when him-« 


ſelf confales he has the better part of worldly happinels, 


and nzver any man living had all, 


4+ In the third place therefore let him ſecure his duty 
of thankfulneſs for thoſe good things he hath, and thar wall 
inſenfibly undermine his 1impatiencies for'the reſt it being 


impoſſible ro be at once thankful and murmuring, ' To: : 
this purpoſe it were very-well, if he would-keep a ſolemn + 


catalogne of all the bounties, proteCtions, and deliveran-- 
ces he hasreceiv'd from Gods hand, and every nighr exa» 


mine what acceſſions that day has brought to the ſum: 


and he that did this, wonld undoubtedly find ſo manyir@« 


tations to gratitude,” thar all thoſe ta diſcontent: would be * 2 
ſtifled in the croud, And fince acknowledgment of Gods » 


mercizs 18 all the tribute he exatts from them, we muſt cer- 


tainly look on' that as an indiſpenſable duty : and there» 


fore he thar finds rhat God ſhortens his hand , ' ſtops the ' 
eflax of his bounty towards him, ſho11d reflz& on him- 


ſelf, whether he be not behind in thar homage by which he - ©? 


holds, and have nor by his unthankfulneſs turn'd away good: 


things from' him; Eſa. 59. 8. And if he find it fo( as who * * 


alas is there. thar may not ? ) he cannot ſure: for ſhame 


complain, but muſt in prudence reinforce * his graritude” * 
for whar 1s left, as the beKt m2ans to recover what he h2$ . 
loſt. E S--, \ $» Buct -- A 


| 2 93. 
'F therefore can pretend to.nothing'of reward ; ſo that what 
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if the fourth place he compares the 290d thimgs he en- 
PoE with the 11! he has don. OO this 15a moſt infal. 

lible cure for our impariences the holieft man living being 
able to accuſe himſelfof ſuch fins, as would according to 
all human meſures of equity forſeit all bleſſings, and pull 
.down a greater weight of 'jzdgmenr then the moit miſe. 
rable groan under. Therefore as before Iadviſed ro keep a 
.catologne of benefits receiv'd, ſo here it wou'd be of uſe to 
draw upone of fins committed. And doubtlefs he that con- 
fronts the one with the other, canor but be. aſtoniſhed to 
fiud them both ſo numeruos, equaliy wondring at Gods 
mercy. in con-inuing his blefiings, m defpizht of af 
his provocatiens , and at his own baſeneſs in Ccon- 


tinums his provocations im diſpizhr of all thoſe 


bleſſings. Indeed tis nothing but our aftetted 1gnorance of 
our own demerits, that makes it poſſible for us to revine 
under the ſevereſt of Gods diſpenſations. Won!d we but 
ranſackour hearts, and ſee .all the abominations that lie 
there, nay would the moſt of us bur recolle& thoſe bare. 
fac'd crimes which even the world can witneſs againſt us, 
we ſhould find more then enough to balance the heavieſt of 
our preflures. When therefore by our impatient ftruglmgs 
we Set and gall our ſelves under our burdens, let us inter- 
rogate'-our ſouls in the words of the Prophet, Why doth a 
living man complain, a man for the puriifhment of . his fin ? I et us 
not ſpend-our breath in murmurs and out-cries, which will 
only ſerve to provoke more ſtripes : but Jer us ſearch and try 
our waies, and turn again to the Lord, Lam 3. 39. diligently 
ſeek out that accurſed# bing which has cauſed diſcomfeiture, 
Toſ. 18. and by the removal of rhat, prepare the way for 
|”, the acceſs of mercy. Butalas how propoſterousa method do 
we take it in our afflictions? We accuſe every thing but 
| what we ought, furiouflyfly ar 21l che ſecond cauſes of our 
| raJamity, nay too often at the firft by impious diſputes of 
providence, and in the mezn time, as jog! peaks, the root of 
tbe matter is found in us, Job. 19. 28. We ſhelter and prote&t 
 5nour boſoms the real Aurhorof our miſeries. The-rrue 
* 'way then to allay the ſenſe of our ſufferings, is to oy 
| that 


5. But his murmurs will yet be more amazingly f1lenc'd, 
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thit of our fiaz, The prodigal thought the m*aneſt condi. 
tion in his fechers family a preferment, Make me one -of thy 
hired ſervants, Lak. 15. 19. And if We have his penitence, 
we ſha] have kis ſubmiſifon alfo, and calmly arrend Gods 
diſpoſals of us. Eres: | 

6, As every mini his aMttonis to Jook inward on his 
own heart. ſo a'{o upward and confider by whoſe providence 7: 
all even's are order'd I 5th:re any evil{ie ofpuniſhment)jn the 
city and theLord hath not den it? Aw. 2.6. and. what are we 
worms thar we ſhould diſpyr? wirh him ? Shall a man con- 
tend with his Maker? L'S the potherd ſtrive with the j otfherds 
ef the earth, 112. 4. 9. And as h18 power 8 not fo, be con- 


'troPd, ſo neither 18 his juice? to be impeach'd. Shall nct the 


judgef all the earth d) right?Gen. 18.25 And where we can nei- 
ther refit nor appeal, what have we ro do but humbly ro 
ſubmir? Nor ar2 we only compell'd torr by neceifiry, bur 
indacet and inviced by interef, ſince his difpenſations ars 
dirzted not barely to aFerr his dominion, bur ro evidence 
hi parernal care cyer u..He d*icrms our needs and accord- 
mgly applies to us. The beniguiry .of his farare permys 


| him Not to take d2N2ht in our diftrefles, he” doth net afiieF 


Piltingly, nor grieve the children of men. Lim. 3. 33... and 
therfore when ever he adminifters ry n3 @ Vittte cap, we | 
may bz ſure rhe ingredi2nrs are meilicinal, and fuch as cur 
infirmitizs require. Hz dares nor truſt our intemperareap- 
etites with unmizr proſperines, the luſmouſneſs whereof 
tho it may pleaſe our palars, yet like St. Johns book, Rev 
IO. 9. that hony in the mcuth may prove gall ia the bowels, \ngen- 


der the moiſt fatal diſeaſes. Leer us therefore in our Ca'a- 


mities ret conſu!t with fleſh and blood, Gal. 1 16. ( which the 
more ir 15 bemoan'd, the mor? it complains ) bur look ro 
the hand that ſtrikes; and aflare our ſelves, that the ſtripes. 
are not more ſevere, then he ſes ncceflary in order to our 
good: and fince they are fd, they ought in reafon to be our 
Choices, as well as his; and not only Religion but ſelf, 
love will promt us to ſay, with old Ely, it is the Lord let him 
do what ſeemeth him good. 1 Sam, 3. 11, But alas we do not 
underſtand whar 15 our intereſt”; becauſe we do not righe- 
ly underſtand what we are our ſelves, We contider our 
E 3 {elves 


v 
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ſelves merely im our animal being, our bodies and rhote | 
{enlitive facnlties veſted m them, and when we are inva- - 


ded' there, we think we are undon, tho that breach be 
made '@nly to relieve that diviner pare within us, beſieged 
and oppreſt with the fl-ſh about it ( for ſo God knows it 


+ to0 often 15 3 ) or if we do not confider it in thar notion - 


of an enzmy, yet at the utmoſt eſtimate, the body is to 
the ſoul but as the garment to the body, a decent caſe to 
cover : now what man (not ſtark frantic) would not rather 
have his clothes cut then his fleſh ? and then by the rate 
of proportion , we may well queſtion our own ſobriety, 
when we repine thar our -ſouls are ſecured ar the coſt of 
' our bodies, and that 1s-cercainly the worſt, the unkindeft 
deſign, that God has upon us ;. and our impatienc reſt- 
ſtances ſerve only to fruſtrate the kind, and mcdicinal 
part of affliftions, but wi!l not at all reſcue us from the 
{-vere, Our murnurings may ruine our ſouls, but wall 
never avert any of our outwar\4 calamities. 


7 A ſeventh help to contentmenr 1s to have a right 
eſtimate of the world, and the common ftate of humani- 
ty : to conſider the world bur as a ftage and our ſelves 
buras afors, and to reſolve that it 1s very little mater1- 
al what part we piay ſo wedo it well, A Comedian may 
get as much applauſe by atting the ſlave as the conque- 
ror, and he that aAs the one to day, may to morrow TC- 
veriz the* part, and perſonate the other, So great are the 
victfhtades of the world, that ther? 1s no bailding any 
firm hopes upon ir, A!l the certainty we have of 1t, 15, 
thar in every condition it has its unealincfs : ſo that when 
we court a change, we rarher ſeek to vary then end our 
myſeries. And certainly h2 that has well unpreft upon 
his mind the vaniry and vexation of rhe world, .cannor be 
much ſurpriſed 2r any thing thar befalls him mit. We 
expedt no moreof any thing but to do its kind , and we 
may as well be angry that w2 , cannot bring the J1ons to 
our cribs, or fix the wind to a certain point, as that we 
cannot fecure our ſelves from dangers and diſappoint- 

ments 
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SECT. X.  CAtdsof Contentment 


to lay it asan infallible maxim, that in this vale of t-ars 
every man muſt mezt with forrows and *diſfaftets and then 
| farewe may take our p2culiar with evenneſs of temper, 
as being bur the ,na:ural conſequent of our being 
m2n, And tho poſhbly we may every on2 think him- 
ſelf to have a double portion, yet that is uſually from the 
deczitful compariſon we make of our (>lyes with others; 
We take the magnifying glafles of diſcontent an4 envy 
when we view our own miferies and others” felicities, but 
look on our enjoiments and their ſufferings thro the con- 
tratinz oprics of ingraritude and incompaſſion. and whilt 
we do thus, ris impothble but we ma foment our own dif. 
ſarisfathons, He that will compare to good purpoſe, muſt 
do it hon=ftly and fincerely, and view his nezghbors cala. 
mirizs werh the ſame attention he do's his own, and his _ 
own comferrs with the ſame he do's his neighbors: and . 
thea many of the greatſceming inequallities would come 
pretty neer a level, | : 


$.- But even whzre they do not, jt in the Sth place de- 
ſerves however to beconfider'd how il] natur'd a thing it is 
for any man tothink himſelf m>re miſerable becauſe ano- 
ther 1s happy: and yet this 1s the very thing, by which a-- 
lone many m2n have made themſelves wretched: for many 
have created wants, merely from the envious contemplan- 
en of other m2ns abundance. And indeed there is nothing 
more difingenuous, or( go to higher) more Diabolical, 
Lucifer was happy enough in his origmal ſtate, yer conld 
not think himfelf ſo b:cauſe he was not like the moſt big b Ia. 
14. 14. And when by that infolent ambition he had forfei- 
ted bliſs, it has ever ſince bin an aggravarion of his ror-. 
ment, thar mankind is affam2d to a capacity of it ; and ac- 
cordingly he makes it the deſign of his envious induſtry ro 
defeat him. Now how perfe(ly are the rwo firſt parts of 
this copy tranſcrib'd, by thoſe who firſt carnot be ſatisfied 
with any inferior degree of proſperity, and then what their 
imparizncies with other m=ns enjoiments of what they can- 
not attain? And tis nauch to be doubted, that they who go * 
E4 thus. * 
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have opportunity to undermine that happineſs rhey envy, 


. 


Fherecfore fince Satan is fo apt to impreſs his whole image 


where hehas drawn 2ny ofhis lin2aments, it concerns us | 


warlly to guard our ſelves, and by a Chriltian ſympathy 


with our Brethren rejoice with them that do rejoice, Rom, 12, | 
15, make the comforts of others an allay, not ani improve. 


ment of our own miſeries. Charity has a ſtrange magnetic 
power, and attratts the concerns of our bre:hren to us, and 


he that has that in his breaſt can neves want refreſhment, 


whilſt any about him are happy; ſor by adopting their in- 
terelt, he ſhares 1n theix ples, Fethro tho an alien rejoiced fer 


aB the good God had done to Iſrael, Exod 18. 9, and why ſhould | 


' Bot we have as ſenſible a concurrence with our fellow 


Chriſtians? And he. that has ſo, will tull find ſomthing to 


balance his own ſufferings. 


9. Let him that aſpires to contentmenr ſet bornds te 
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his defirz. Tis our common faulr in this affair, we uſually . 


begin at the wrong end, we erlarg our defires as hell, and can- 
. act be ſctisfed. Rab. 2. 5. and then think God uſes us ul, if 
de do norfill enr infariable apperices: whereas 1f we would 
carftine our expectations to thoſe things which we need, or 
he has promis'd, there are few of us who would uot find 
them abundantly anfiver'd. Alas how few things are there 
which our nature ( if nor ftimulared by fancy and luxury ) 
requires? And how rare 15 it ro fiad them who want thoſe? 

Nay who have not many addirionals for Relig and ple- 
fure? And yet Gods promiſe under the Goſpel extends on- 
- Hy to thoſe neceflaries: for where Chriſt aflures his diſciples 
- thar theſe things ſhall be added unto them, Mat 6. 33. the con- 
- rexrapparently reftrains theie things ro meat and clothing, 
Therefore take no thoughtfor the life what you ſhall eat, cr what 
34 ſhall drink , nor yet fer the body what you ſhall put on, verſe 25, 
now what pretence have we to claim morethen our Char- 
ter gives us? God neverarticled with the ambitious to give 


+.” Dim honors, orwith the covetous ro fill his bags, or with 
{> - tbe volupruous to feed his luxuries, Let us theretore, if we 
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1 expect to be fatisfied, modeſtly confine our deſires within 
{ the limits he has ſer us: and thenevery acceffion which he 
ſuperadds will appear( what it is ). a largeſs and bounty, 


7”) : ( x - pd VE: 
- Rs OS 

ts =” —> 
Ns re 


=O 7 TY 


99 


Bat whilſt our apperites are boundleſs, and rather (tretcht 


| then filled with our acqueſt's, what poſhbilicy is there of 


of their (atisfaction: And when we importune God for ir,zve 


 dq bur affign him ſuch a task the Poets made a repreſenta- 
_ tion of their Hell, the filling a fieve with water, or the rol- - 


ling a tone up a precipice. 


10, A great expedient for contentment, is to confin2 our - 
' thoughts to the preſent, and not to let them looſe to farure. 
events. Wouid we butdo this.we might ſhake of.a great: 
ow Þ| © part of our burden: for we often heap fanraftick loads upon + 
to 1 oxrſelves by anxious preſages of things which. perhaps wyl 
never happen,aad yet findmore under the-real weight that 3s - 
attual upon ns, And this.s certainly one of che.greareſt fol. | 
lies imaginable: for either the evil will come vr 1t.will not: 
if it will, tis Cfire no ſuch defirsble gaeſt thatwe wot $0 cs 
S 


our to meet it, we .tha]] fbel ie rune. enough when it fall 
en us, we need not projet. to anticipate our ſenſe ofit: bur 


tf 1t will not. what, extreme madneſs is:it-for.a man to tor- - 
ment himſelf with that which wall never . be. to. create ep- - 
gnmes of tortures,and by ſuch aerial, afiftions, make him- - 


telf as miſerable as the moſt real ones-could do ? And tru- 


ly this is-all tha:we uſually get by eur foreſights. Proviſion” 
1s one of - Gods attrihutes, and he mocks at all Qur preten- - 
ces to it, by a frequent defeating of all our.forecaſts. He - 
do's it-ofcen-in our hopes : ſome Jittle.: croſs cxrcumfance - 
many tunes demaliſhes rhoſe goodly- machins we rails , to - 
our ſelves : and. he do's it.ngq leſs in our fears.: thoſe ills.we - © 
ſolemnly expected often : baulk . us , . and others. fram. 
an unexpedted coat ſudd-nly invade us... And {ince yve 


are ſo blind, ſo ſhort-fighted; let us never. take Upon, us 
to be ſcouts, to diſcover danger at a diſtance ( for ris tya- 


_nifold 0:4dswe ſhall on'y bring howe Alſeatarms)but 1=t us 
, reſt our ſelves.upon that moſt admirable .Aphoriſm of Gur 


blefſed Lord, Sufficient unto-the day is the evil thereof, Mar, 5. 


34..app!y our felves with Chriſtian courage. to bear the 4 
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preſent, and leave God tirher ro augment or timiniſh,” as 
he ſves br, for the future. Or if we will needs be looking 
forward, ler it be in obedience nor concradittion to our du- 
ty; ler us entertain qur ſelves with thoſe futurities which 
we are ſyreare not Chimera's, death and judgment, hea- 
v<n and hei), The nearer we draw theſe things to our view, 
themore ſenſible will all interm2dial obje&ts be ; they 
will deceive our ſenſe of preſent, and much more fore-ftall 
the apprehenſion of future? evils : for ris our negle of 
thinzs ecernal, that leaves usthus at leaſure for the tranki- 
ory. 


11. In thelaft place let us in all our di tres ſaperſede 
ur anxiecies and folicirudes by that moſt effeua! remedy 
the Apoſtle preſcribes, 1s azy man aflied let him 9, Jam, 
' 5. 14. And this ſure is a moſt rational preſcription : for 2- 
las what elſe can we do towards the redreſs of our griets, 
We who are ſo 1mpotenr, that we have nor power over 
the moſt deſpicable excreſcence of our own body, ganmnot 
make one hair white or b!ach , Mat. <. 36. whit can we do 
towards the new moulding onr condition, or modelling 
' things without us ? Our ſolici:ades ſerve only ro bind our 
' burdens faſter upon us, but this expedient of Praier will 
_ certaluly relieve us. Call uton me, ſeys God, ia the time 7 
trouble, and ] will hear 1hee, ond theu ſhalt praiſe me," Plal. 

$0. 1%. Whenever therefore we arz ſinkins in the floons 
_ of afflichion, Jet us thus fupporr our ſelves. by repr=fenting 
out wants unto our'gracions Lord, cry anto him'as Sc. Pe- 
ter did, Mar. 14, 30. and he will take us by the hand, and” be 
the pindsn=ver ſo beifterous or contrary, preferve from finking: 
the waves or k10«s of this troubleſom world, will ſerve 
but to toſs us cloſer into hisarms, who can with a wort ap- 
peaſe che rougheſt rempeſt, orreſcuz from 1t. O let usno! 
then beſo unkind ro our ſelves, as to neglett this infalli- 
ble means of our delivrrance ! bur with the PGlmiſt take 
our refuze under the ſhadow of the divine wings till the calami- 
ty be over-zeſt. Pal. 57.1. Andas this ts a fure expedient 
1n al} our real Important afMittons, fo 1 1r a good _—_— 
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{ which to try what are ſo. We are often peeviſh and 
| diſquiered ar trifles, nay we take up the quarr:1s of 


our luſts and” vices , and are diſcontenred when they 
want their wiſht ſupplies, Now'ineither of theſe cales, _ 
no man that at all conſiders who he-praies to, will dare 
, to inſert ch2ſe 1a his pralers, ir being a contemt of God ro 
invoke him 1a thinzs fo fſlighras rhe one, or impious as the 
other. Ic wi'l therefore b2 food for every man © when he 
go2s to aidreſs for reii:f, to conſider what of his 
preflares thzy are, thir ar2 worthy of that ſolemn de 


precation and when he has fingled thoſe out, let him T2- 
fed, and he wil find he; has 1n that prejadg'd a!l his other 
difconcents as frivolous or wicked, And th-n furs h2 C22- 
nat think fic ro harbour them, bur maſt for ſhame, ditimis 
then, tince they are ſuc? ,as he dare not avow to him irom 
whom alonz2 he can expe relief, God alwaies PIri?s our 
r21] miſeri?s, but our 1ma ginary ones dare not eemand It, 
Let gs not then crzateſuch dil:aſ:s ro our ſelves, as we 
cangor declare to our Phyfi:ian: and whin thofe are pre- 
ciud 21, for a'lthe rt St. Pauls, recipe 18 2 Carha'ticon, Þ? 
iro) fer nething, hut in every thing by praicrs a4 ſazplieatien ,. 
Pith FuankSgiving let your re/4ue/15 be-1.ude hnepn 1.5 cd. Pl... 4-65. 
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bard to inſtance any one ſort of calamity which 

can eſcape their efficacy, if they be but quly- 
vppirid, But indeed'we have generally a;compendious.way: | 
ot fruſtrating all remedies by.never makeing uſe of them: 
like fantaſtic patients we are well enough content to have 
our diſeaſe difcourſt, and medicines-preſcrib'd, but when. | 
the Phyſic comes, have ſtill ſome prerence or other-to Pro-.. !! 
tract the taking it, Bur I: ſhall beſeech the Reader to Con-.. || 
{1der, thar counfels are not charms, to work without any 
cooperation. of the concem'd perfon: they muſt be- }| 
adverted to, they muſt be ponder'd and confider'd and; | 
finally rhey mult-be prattis' ,orelſe the utmoſt:zgaod they |. 
can do us,1s tous a few hours divertiſment in the reading 
butthey dous a miſchief that inSnitly out-weighs it, for-- + 
they improve our guilts by the inzfteftive_ tender they 
make of reſcuing us from them, and leave us- accountable - | 
not only for the original crimes, but for-our. obRinate ad-- 
hefion ro-them in ſpight of admonition, 


1, \ Nd now amidſt ſach variery of receits, twill be 


a 


= 


2. I ay this beanſe it isa little roonotorions, that- many. 
take up books as they do. cards and dire, as an inſtrument-- 
of diverſion. Tis a good entertainment of their curioſiry to-. 
ce what can be ſaid upon any ſubjQ, and be it well or ll 
s : handled,; 
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handled, they can pleaſe themſelves equally with the Inge- 
nuity or rediculoutheſs of the compoſure, and when they 
have done this, they have done all they deſign'd, This in- 
deed may be tolerable in Romancesand Play-hooks, bur 
fure ic ill befits Divinity. And yer I fear it oftneſt hap- 
pens there: for in the former ſome do proje&tfor ſome tri- 
yal improvements; as the embellithing of their ſtile, the 
infpiriting of their fancies; and ſome men would ſcarce be 
able to drive their pedling trade of wit, did they not thus . 
Fveep the ſtage: bur alas how many books of piety are 
read, of which one-cannot diſcern the leaſt tincture in mens: 
converſations, which fire do's 1n a great meſure proceed: 
from the want of a determinate defign im their reading. 
mens pradtice being not apt to be lefs rovers then theix- _ 
ſpeculation. He thae takesa practical ſubjed in hand, muſt ** 
do it with a:deſign to conform his prattice to what he ſhall _ 
there be convinc'd'ro be tus —_—y and he that comes not 
with this probity- of mind, 1s not like ta. be much benefited 
by his rea{ing. | 


3. Bur one would think this ſhould be an unnecefliry 
caution at this time, for ſince the intent of this tra&, is on- 
ly to ſhew men the way to contentment, 'tis to be ſuppos'd 
the Readers, will beas much in earneſt as the writer can be, 
it being every mans proper and moft important intereſt, 
the inſfateing him 1n rhe higheſt and moſt .ſapreme feliciry 


that this world can admit: yet for all this fair propabttltys | 


I doubt many-will tn this 1nftance have the ſame indi 
ence they have in their other ſpiritual concerns... 


4. 'Tis true indeed that a querulous repining hamor, is . 
one of the moſt pernicious, the: moft ugly habits incident 
to mankind; but yet as deformed p2ople are oft the moſt in 
Jove with themſelves, ſo this crooked piece of: our. temper 
is of all others the moſt indulgent tot ſelf, Mzlancholy is : 
the moſt ftubborn and untraQable of all hamors; and dif. 
eonrent being the offspring of that, partakes of that inflex- 
iblity. and accordingly we ſee how impregnable it. often « 


Bs... 4 


% 


35, againſt all afſ3ults of reaſon and religion too, Joreh ina . 


a ſa!l-n mood would juſtify his diſcontent even to God 


himſelf, and in ſpight of that calm reproof, def thou well to 


be «ngry ? John 4. gy. aver he did well to be angry even to the 
death, And do we not frequently feeme 1 upon 2n impati- 
ence of ſome diſapointm=n, grow angry even at their com- 
forts? Their frienls their children, their mear, their 
drink, every thing grows naiſeous to them, and in a fran- 
tic difcontent, they often fling away thoſe things which 
they moſt value, Beſides, this peevith impatience is of fo 
- atrial a diet, that tis'fſcarce pofſible to ftarve it. Twill 
ro:riſh it ſelf with Phantaſms and Chimera:, ſubora a 
thouſand ſurmiſes and imaginary didrefſss to abet its pre- 
_ ences: and tho every on2 of us can remontrate to aro ker 
the unreaſombleneſs of this difconten:; yer ſcarce any of us 
wil draw the argument hom?, or ſuffer our ſelves to be 
convinc'd by what we urge as 1tretragable to others, : Nay 
farcher rhis humor 15 impatizn: of any diverſion, loves to 
- converſe only wich it ſelf. In bodily pains, m-n thar dif- 

»1r of cureare yet glad. of a'l1i2s and mitizarcicns, and 

rive by all arts, to divert and deczive the ſen'e of thr 
an 2uiſh; bur in this difeaſe of the mind, men cherith 
and improve their torment, roll an41 chew the bicter pill 
in th=ir mourhs, that they may be ſure to have 1rs' utmoſt 
flavor; and by devoring all th-ir thou2htrs ro the ſubj-& 
of their grief, keep up an uninterrupted ſenſe of ic. as If 


th-y ha1rhe ſame Tyranny for themſclves which Caligula. 
had for -0:hers, and loved to feel themſelves die. Indeed. 
there1s not a more abſur'd contradiction in the wor'd,. 


then to har mn cry ou: of the weight,th* 1nroil2ravienzſs 
of their burden, and yet graſp it as faſt as if their life were 
bound up 1in.1t; will not depoſe 1t no not forthe ſmailet 
breathing tim2, A ſtrange faſcination, ſure and yer ſo fre- 
quent, rhat it ought ro be the fundamental care of him that 


wou!d-cure'm*n of their difcontents::o bxins them. to a har-- 


ty. willingneſs of be being cured.. 


«It 
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5."1t may be this will look like a paradox, and every 
man will be apt to ſay he wiſhes nothiag more in earneft, 
then to be cured of his preſent diſconrent, Hethar is poor 
would be cured by wealth, he that 1s low and obſcure by 


hongur and grea:mefs. bur ſo an Hydropic perſon may 


ſayhed-ftrrs to have his thirſt cur'd by a parperual ſup- 
ply of drink: yetall ſober people know, that 1s the way 
only to increaſe it: but let the whole habit of the hady be 
r:&ified, and. thzn the thirſt will ceaſe ofit ſelf. And cer- 
tainly tis the very ſame in the preſent cafe : no ourward 
acceſſions will ever ſatisfy our cravings,our appetites muſt 
be tam'd and rednc'd, an then they will never beable to 
raiſe tumulrs, or put ns mro muriny and diſcontent : and 
he and none bur he) rhar ſubmuts to this method, can tru- 
ly be ſaid to detire a cure, , 


6. Bath®e that thus atteſts th2 reality of his defires, and 
ſeeks conrentm2nr in 1rs proper fphere, may ſurely arrive 
to ſome confiderable degrees of it. We find in all ages 
men, that only by the dice&ion of natural light have calm- 
ed their diſquiers, and reaſon'd themſelves into conrent- 
mnt even under great and ſ:nfible prefſures ; men who 
amidf che acuteſt torments, have itil! preſery'd a ſ.ramity 
of mind, and have fraſtrated contemts and reproaches by 
diſregarding them - and ſare we give a very 11 account ,of 
our Chrithanity, if we cannot | as much with it, as they 
aid withour it. | 0 p # 

7, I donor here propoſe fach a Stoiral  inſenfibility__ as 
m3kes no diſtinction of events, which, rho it has bin yain- 
ly pretended to by many; Fer ſure was never attain'd = 
any upon the ſtrength of diſcourſe. Some natural dulne! 
or caſual ftupefachon mult concur-co that, and perhaps by- 
doing fo, has had the luck to be canoniz'd for vertue. 1 
mean only ſuch a ſuperiority of mind as raifes us _aboye 

'our ſufferings, tho it exemt us not from the ſenſe of them, 
W2 c:nnot purpoſe to our ſelves a higher pattern in an) 
vertus then our bleſf=d Lord : yet we {ee henot only felr 


that Juad under which he lay, but h11 the moſt povgrat 
and 
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and quick ſenſe of it, ſuch as promted rhoſe. earneſt de. 
precarions, Father if it he poſrible let this cup paſs ; yet all 
thoſe diſplacencies of his flzſh were ſurmounted by there. 
Ggnation of his ſpirit, nevertheleſs, not mhat 1 will but what: 
thou wilt, Luk. 22, And certainly he that. in 1mitarion of. 


this pattern , - do's in {pight of all the reluQtancies of: his 4 | 


ſenſe, thus entirely ſubmit his will , however he may be 
fad, yet he ;$not patient ; nor 15 he like to be ſad long, 
for to hum that is thus reſign'd, /ight will ſpring up, Pſal.g7. 
ii, ſome good Angel will be ſent like thar to gur Saviour 
to relieve is diſconſolation, God .will ſend eicher ſome 
outwardallates,. or. give ſuch Interior” comforts and ſap- 
- , as ſhall counterpoiſe thoſe atfflictions he takes not FÞ 
OIle 


c;.3. Indeed che. grand deſign of God in correfting us is- | 
(the ſame with that of a prudent parent rowards his child) | 
to break our wills, Thar ftubburn faculty will ſcarce bend : } 


Ez - with caſy touches, and therefore do's require ſome force : 


and when by that rougher handhng , .he has brought it. to - 
a pliantneſs, the work is don. Tis therefore our 1ntreft to . 
cooperate with-this defign, to aſſiſt as much as we are 
able cowards the ſubugating this unruly part of our: 
felves.. This is that Sheba 2 Sam.. 20. the ſurrendring of © 
who 15 Gods expettation 1n all the cloſe fteges he Jaies 
to us. Let us then be ſo wiſe, as by an carly reſigning tr - | 
» divert. his farther hoſtilities , and buy our peace with . 
F un. . 


..9. And truly this is. the, way not only ro gain peace | 
with him, but our ſelves toa : tis the nſarpation of our will 
aver our reaſon which breeds ail the confuſion. and tumulrs - 
within our own breaſts, and there is no poſhbility of curb... 
ing its infolence, but by putting it into ſafe cufto- 
dy ,- committing it to. him; who ( as. our Church 
reaches. us ) alone can order .the unruly. wills of. ſtn- 
ful m=n. ' Indeed, nothing but experience can fully inform . 

- usof the ſerenity and calm of that ſoul, who has —_—_— j 
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: ty ſuperſeded,- heis temted tono anxious forecaſts for fy- 


- dulgent father for his child thar cafts its ſelſ into his arms, 


were liable ro perpetual defeats, in this blefled combina- 


. ame ſecuriry for ours, ſo long as it concars with it. B 
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tore events,. for he knows nothing can happen in-contradi- 
@ion of that ſupreme wi!), in which he hath a ſanQuary : 
which wy! certainly echuſe for him with that renderneſs and 
regrd, that a faithful Guardian would for his pupt!, an in- 


C-rtainly there 1s not in the world ſuch a holy forr of” ar- 
tifice, ſo divine a charm to ty our God to us, as this of re- 
fiening our ſelves to him. We find the Gib=-onites by yiel- 
ding themſelves valfals ro rhe Ifraelires , had their whole 
ariny ar their beck ro reſcues them in their danger Joſ. 10. 
6. and can, we think God 1s lefs confiderate of his homa- 
gers and dependents ? No certainly, his honor as well as 
his compaſſion 18 concern'd in the reltef of thoſe who have 
furrendered themſelves to him. | 

10. Farther yet, when: by reſignation we have 
ynited our wyls to God, we have quite | changed 
the ſcene, and we who when our wills ffood ſingle . © 


tion can never be craft, When our will is rwifted and in- 
yolved with God's, the ſame. omnipotence which backs 
his will, do's alfo attend ours. Gods wil! we are fare, ad- 
mits of no conrrole, can never be r=fitted, and we have the 


this. means all calamines are unfting d, and even thoſe 
things which are moſt repugnant to our ſenfirive nazures, 
are yet very agreeable to our ſpirits , when we conlider 
they are implicitly our own choice, fince they are certain- 
ly his, whom we have depured to elett for us. Indeed there 
can be-no face of adveriity ſo averting and formidable, 
which ſet in this hght will not look amiable, We fee _ 
how many uneafin fes an4 prejudices men will conrented- 
ly ſuffer1n purſuit of their wills : and if we have really 
eſpouſed Gods, made his will ours, we ſhall with as great 
(nay far greater) a/acrity embrace irs diſtributions, how 
uneaſy ſoever to our ſenſe ; our ſouls will more acquieſce 
in the accompliſhmen: of the Divine will , then our flzſh 


1” 
> 
Dd Fo 
ax 
- Mi »44 
3381 
= {xs 
I ». a 
A SY 


> 
+ 2 


E Ion The Art of Contentment. 


can reluct to any ſevere effe&s of it: 


11. Hererhen is that footing of firm ground, on which 
boaſted , move the whole world. He way as to himſelf 


thoſe calamines which are to others the gall of Aſps : and 
in a farther ſenſe verify that Evanzelical prophecy,of beat- 


2. 4. the moit hoſtile weapons , the mot 'ents. 
ſhall be by him converted into inſtruments of fertility; 
ſhall only advance his ſpiritual growth. BY 


citudes and cares,perpetu3lly either fearing future defears, 
or bewailing the pali- And thea what can we call it leſs 
then madneſs or erichantment, for men to a fo contrary 
_ to theifown ditates, yea to their very ſenſe and experi- 
ence, toſee and acknowledge the inexplicable felicity of a 


they can get nothing by it, but the ſullen pleaſure of op- 
_ 7' God, and tortmznting themſelves ? Let ns there- 
ore if not for our duty or eaſe, yet at leaſt for our repua- 
tion, the affercing our ſelves men of ſobriety and common 
ſenſe,do that which upon all theſe intereſts we are obliged; 
tet us but giveup our wills, and with them we ſhall cer- 
tainly diveſt onr ſelves of all our fraitleſs anx2eries, and 
caſt our burdens upoh} him who invites us to do ſo, .-He 

+ who bears all vur.fins, will bearall our ſorrows, our griefs 
too : if we will but be content to depoſite them , he wall 
relieve us from all thoſe apprefling wetghts, which make 
our ſouls cleave to the dub, PE.1 19.25. and will in &change 
g1ve us only his light, his pleaſant burden, Mart. 12.33. Ina 
word there will be ng care left for ns, bur thac of keeping 
our ſe]ves in a capacity of his : let us bur ſecure our Jove 

| to him, an4weare aſcertain'd that all zhings ſpall wirk toge- 

ther fcr our goed, Rom. 8. 26, T; 

| 0 


whoſoever can ftand, indeed do .thar which Archimedes | 


ſubvert the whole courſe of fublunary things, unvenem all 


ing ſwords into Plough-ſhares, and ſpears into prong UE | | 
aaverie events: : 


12: And now who can chuſ> but confz\s this a much | 
more eligible ſtate, then to be alwaizs haraffed with ſoli- 


refigned will, and yet perverſely to hold out theirs, tho ' 


a Eels 


1836 a 


ET. XL. 


* To conclude, Reſignation and Contentment are vertues 
not only of a near. cognation and reſemblance, but they 
are linked as the Cauſe and rhe Effet. Let us but make 
{ ſure of Refignarion, and Content will flow into ns without 
'{ our farther indufiry : as on the contrary whilſt our wills 

| are ar defiance with Gods , we ſhall always find things ar 
as great defiance with ours. All our 1ubtilties or 1ndu- 
ftries will never mould them to our farisfactions , till we 
have moulded our ſelves into that pimant remper that we 
{| can cordially ſay, It #the Lord, let him de what ſeemeth 
bim good, 1Sam. 3, 18, 
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SECT XIE 


The Cloſl e. 


Is His ſhort inſtitution of the Art of Contentmentyfy 
cannot more yaturally, more defirably drawhth:. 


to a Concluſion, rhen mn the reſort we have 


conquerors as the laſt pitch of all rheir triumphs, went to 
the Capitol, and laid their Garlands in the lap of Jupiter : 


bur the Chriſtian has an eaſier way to Triumph, to pur his } 
crown of thorns { for that is the trophy of his victories ) © 
witþin rhe arms of his gracious God; there 1:dz his f-ars, - 


his wants, his ſorrows, and himſe!if roo, as ia che beſt re- 
Politory. 


2. The Goſpel command of net caring for the merrow, | 
Mat. 6. 34. and being careful for acthing, Phil 4. 6. naked- Jhi 
ly propos'd, might ſeem the abandoning of us to all the ca- ; 
lamiries of life: but when we are directed t2 caft all our care | 
upon a gracious and all-powerful Parent, and are affur'd : 


that he cares for ws, 1. Pet. 5. 7. that tho a womay may for get 
ber ſucking child, that ſhe ſhould not have compaſiiou of the ſon of her 


womb, yet will he not forget his Children, Ita. 49. 15. this will 
abundantly ſuperſede all cavil and objz&ion. Whilft world- 4 
ly men truſt in an arm of fleſh, lay up zreſure on earth, a 
Prey for ruſt and moth,Nat. 6. 19.and a torment to themſelves 
Jam. 5, 3+ the Chriſtian has Omnipotence for his ſupport , | 


and 


; we * 


gtven ir, in the boſome of divine Providence. The Roman Jia: 


_—_ 


IIL 


i þ--. The Cloſe. 
3 bind a treſare in heaver, where nothief approches, nor moth corrusts, 
"Za 6. 20. Whil'ft bold inquirers call in queſtion Gods 
ſecret will , oblige him to their ſubor ſapralapfarian 
 {hemes, their abſolute or conditional decrees, their grace 
{Þ&foreſcen or pr2determin'd; rhe pious man with aweful 
»bcquieſcence ſubmits to thar which is revel'd reſolves for 
{ver to obey, but n-ver to diſpute; as knowing that the be- 
ov'd Diſciple lean'd on his Maſters boſome; but tis the 


Fhiefs and traitors part to go about to rifl-1t. 


3. Tis ſurely a modeft demand inthe behalf of God Al- 
mighty, that we ſhould allow him as mach privilege in his 
World, as every peſant claimes in his Cettage;to beMaſter - 
there, and diſpoſe of his houſe-hold as he thinks beſt: to 

entyfNey to this man, Go, and he goeth: and to another Come aud he com- 

raWihth: and to his ſervant Do this, and be dthit, Mar. 5. g. Andif 

IYVese would affard him this liberty, there w wuld be an imme- 

128 Yate end pur to all the clamor and complaint. 

to 

27: | 4. We makeit our daily praier that the mill of God may 

21S Þe done in earth as it is in heaven, with a ready, ſwift and un- 

$ ) Interrupted conſtancy. As tis Gient-like rebelhou toſer up 

's, -four will againfthis, ſo is it made perverſeneſs ro ſer it 

& figainſt our own:bediſpleas'd that our requeſts are granted, 

and repine that his, and therewith our will is don. It were 

indeed not only good manners,but good policiy,to obferve 

P, [the diredtion of the Heathen, and follow Gd, not *preju 

[- {his derermination by ours; but in a modeſt ſuſpenſion 0 

- Jour thoughts, harken what the Lord God will ſay concerning ws, 
[or he will ſpeak peace | unto his people, and to bis Saints that they 

4 turn not again, Pſal, I5.8 


""O% 


' 5. Or however vpor: ſurpriſe we may indulgeto a paſh- 

4 onate affe&tion and dote upon our illegitimate off-f] pring, 

- Four dearling gailts or follies, as David did upon that Cha 

; 4 who was the price of Murder and adultery: yer when the 
 Fbrar is raken from us, when thechi1d is dead, 1t will become 
{ us to do as he did, rife from our ſullen poſture on the _ * 


i < J; hes. wo 
& by T 25% 
od » " 
; I1 


ture; for it gives every thing that we have learnt to want, |! 


ARRAN 46. 2 abs. 26s, Aa 


w_ 


2 _ The Art of Contentment. 
and worſhip in t he houſe of the Lord,2 Sam. 12. 20. It will hes 
hove us, as he fates in another place, to /ay ozr hand uvon aug} | 
mouth, becauſe it was his doing, Pfal. 30. to. and with holy . | ?** 
Fob Chap. 40. 4. when charg'd with hi$ murmurinos, -Be | 
hold 1 am vile, what ſhall I anſwer ? Once have 1 ſpoken, but 1 vil dope 


not anſwer: yea twice, but I will proceed no farther. 


E 
- i - tl 
6-2 "1D 


6. Socrates rightly ſaid of Contentment, oppoſing it to - 
the riches of fortun2 and opinion, thar ris the wealth of na. | '* 


and really need: but Refiynationis the riches of Grace, be. 
ftowing all things that a Chriftian not only needs, but can- 
deſire, even Almighty God himſelf. He indeed, as the! 
Scholemen teach, 1s the objective happineſs of the Crea-! dre 
ture; he who 1s the fountain of being, muſt be alfn of bleſ:” 
ſedneſs: and thothis be communicable to us, when we have” 
on off that fleſh which cannot enter inte the Kingdom of God and © 

aid afide that corruption which cannot inherit incorruption, | 
1 Cor, th yet even in this life, we may make approches 
to thar blefled ſtate, by as of Reſt2narion and denial of 
our ſelves. 1t was the generous ſaying of Socrates being a- + 
bont todie unto his friend; © Crito, fince ir 1s the will of 
God, ſolet it be: A4nytus and Melitus may kill me, but can- | - 
not hurt m2. But ſuch a reſignation as tis mfnicly a grea- 
ter duty to a Chriſtian, ſo it ts alſo a more. firm ſecurity. 
In that caſe itis not the Martyr but Feſus of Nazareth who 
is thus perſecutM, and he who attaques him will find t hard 
to prick ageinſt the pricks, Att. 9. 5. 


—_— 


7. There could not be a greater inſtance of the profli- 
gate ſenſuality of the 1/7alites, then that they murmured for 
want of Jeebs and onions,Numb. 11. 5. when rhey ate Angels 
food, and had bread rain'd. down from heaven. Tis 1m- } 

fable for the ſoul that is ſenſible of God A'mighries 

avor, to repine at any earthly preflure. The Lord is my fhep- 

herd, (aith David, therefore can)] lack nothing, Plal 23. 1. 1 

And, thou haſt put gladneſs into my heart, more then '@hen their 

corn, and wine, and oy! encreaſed, P(al."4 7. and in paſſionate | 
Y rapture 


_> = 


—_ 
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= [raptnre he cries out, Pla. 73. 25. Whom have | in heauen 
+ | but thee: and there is none up, earth that 1 deſire in compariſon of 


| pts | thee? my fleſh and my heart failetb: but God js the ftrength ofy 
x  heart,and my portion for ev er. And likewiſe Plal.46.1.God is our 


* | hope and trength, a very preſent help in trouble, Therefore will 
'2 «gl _ n the hs G moved: ur tho the hills be carried 
| into the midſt of the ſea. Tho the waters thereof rage and ſwell and 
tho the mountains ſhake at the tempeſt of the ſame. If God be in 
| the midſt of us, we ſhall not be romoved, he will belp us, and that 
]right early. Let us therefore poſſeſs ourſelves of this ſup- 
port, and as the Prophet adviſes lſa. 8. 12. neither fear, nor 
| be afraid, 1n any exigence how great {oever; bur be ſtill and 
; + and ſanfify the Lord of hojts himſelf, and let bim be our 
oF reads 
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